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CHARLESthe Second by the Grace of God, Kingerfgland Scotland Franceandlreland,
Defender of the Faith, etc. To all to whom these Presents shall ¢ameeting Whereas
JOHANNES SEGERUS WBEENFELD Gent hath by his humble Petition representedo

us, That with much Study, and great Expence he hath composed aDEraSecretis
Adeptorum which he is desirous to Print in Our Dominions, and hath therefore humbly
besought us to grant unto him Our Royal Licence and Priviledge for the sole Panting
Publishing thereof: We have received good Testimony of the Usefulness of the said Tract, and
being willing to give all fitting Encouragement to such commendable Works; have thought fit
to condescend to that his Request; and We do accordingly heretiyQyraRoyal Licence

and Priviledge unto him the sa@ODHANNES SEGERUS WEENFELD, his Executors,
Administrators, and Assigns, for and during the space of fourteen Years, to be computed from
the day of the first setting forth of the same: And Our Royal 8vitl Pleasure is, and We do
hereby Require and Command, That during the said Term of Fourteen Years, no Printer,
Publisher, or other Person whatsoever, being our Subjects, do presume to Imprint, or cause to
be Imprinted without the Knowledge and Conseihhim the saidlOHANNES SERGERUS
WEIDENFELD his Executors, Administrators, or Assigns, the aforesaid Tract, or any Part
thereof, or to sell the same, or to import into our Kingdor&mglandany Copies therefore,
Imprinted in any Parts beyond the Seagrupain of the Loss and Forfeiture of all Copies so
Imprinted, Sold, or Imported, contrary to the Tenor of this Our Royal Licence, and of such
other Penalties as the Laws and Statutes of this Our Realm will inflict: And of this Our
Pleasure, the Master, \Wkens and Assistants of the CompanyStétioners are to take
Notice, that the same may be Entered in their Register, and due Obedience be yielded
thereunto. Given at Our Court 8tindsor the 18th Day ofAugust1684 in the Six and
Thirtieth Year of Our Rign.

By HisMajestiesCommand

SUNDERLAND



Authori Sacrum.

Quod nemo est ausus citior, quod nemo Sophorum
Praestitit, in calamo claret in orbe tuo

Hactenus in sophicis sparsim tumulata tenebris
Ars jacuit, dubiis inveterata strophis.

Fabula nasutis; awisq; Tarantula stultis;
Oedipus ignaris; & Labyrinthus avis.

Hic asinum fingebat equum, mox certior alter
Pone aures leporem se tenuisse putat.

Sic inbians Lapidi, Lapidis vice volvere saxum
Conatur chymici nescia turba gregis.

Hoc quantum tua nunc remawao industria
Contribuat, sophiae judicatipse tyro. (Saxo)
Semisophiq; tuos psallent sine fraude labores,

Veri candoris propria signa tui.
Et ciniflona cohors, exspes, prostrata, resumptis
Viribus, antiquum (macte!) subibit onus.
Ne vero sine re sis infelar ipsis,
Perge laborantem continuare manum,
Participesq; Sacro digitos carbone notare;
Ut videant sibi Te reddere nolle parem.
Quo tua sedulitas tibi nomen & omen Adepti
Aspirante Dei conciliabit ope.
Posteraq; emeritas cantabit natio laudes
Et referet gates ubere dote pias.

Sic Amico suo cecinit.

ALBERTUS OTHO FABER

Reg. Maj. Britannicae Medrdinar



To the Right Honourable

ROBERT BOYLE,

A CHIEF MEMBER OF THE

ROYAL SOCIETY:
Long Life and Health

THE Arcanumsof Paracelsusbeing applauded by manmgen with so many and such ample
Encomiumgsyet not enough, incited me Ten Years since, first to undertake the consulting of
Paracelsushimself about his Medicines. Two Years thereof had elapsed, in which | turned
over his Books day and night, with an ifategable and invincible Mind, yet with unequal
Success, and scarce any Benefit at all: For in the BooRaraicelsusbesides the usual way

of concealing Secrets, common to theepts | found another much greater difficulty withal,

yet less frequentedylthe Adepts Paracelsusas Corrector of thAdepts havi ng propo
himself therein, the instructing of not only raw initiated Scholars, but even expert Masters of
the more secre€Chymy and for this reason he abbreviates his Recéipisth wonderful
Accurtations, Learned indeed to the Learned, but to us seem as lame and imperfect, and
besides, they are so disguised with most intricate Terms of thehilesophical Chymyas

to illude not only shallow, but profound Capacities: Which Impossibilityad almost said)

of understandingParacelsusaggravates, by intermixing Common with Secret Receipts;
which is not for a Scholar, but a most experienced Master to distinguish.

But of these Difficulties, the first and greatest Obstacle withal, was my ahappy
Preconception of some certaflkahest For being now out of the hope of attaining to the
preparation of this Liquor by other mens Books, as welPamcelsushis ownDe Viribus
Membrorum | betook my self to other places, treating of tGe&culatum minus and
Specificum corrosivunfas synonimous Terms of thAdkahestwith some men) to which |
added theAquaor Oleum Salis, Aqua Comedens, Aqua Regisculatum majus and one
after another being perswaded that some one only uniwdesatruumwas ntended by all,
that | might find the Method of preparing this Liquor in all places compared together, which |
could not in each severally; but at length despairing, and being overcome by the manifold and
almost incredible, yet unsuccessful pains | toakesblved to declin€hymyandMedicine as
Arts too deep for my understanding. When behold! on a sudden the Eyes of my Mind were
opened, and | saw all these things differ, not in name only, but also in matter, preparation and
use; so instead of one Liquédkahest which | sought for, | found irParacelsusmany
Menstruumgswith the several Uses of them allNMedicine now knew | how to prepare, and
according toParacelsus distinguish things intdessences, Magisteries, Astrums, Arcanums
and those whichécalls thdess Medicingsso that which was iRaracelsusnost difficult to
be understood by others, became more clear to me than any thing else; and so | obtained the
End sooner than the Beginning: Yet the Joy from thence accrewing, fell shorter than
expectation; for having tried several Experiments in vain, | came to understand that these
Menstruum®f Paracelsusontained something abstruse and unknown, to be understood, not
in the least according to the Letter: whereupon, examining them more exatttpm@mparing
their Qualities with the Nature of the Liquatkahest | found a vast difference between it and
them; for it is said, There is one Liqudidkahest and that universal; but many are the
Menstruumsof Paracelsus these indestructible, these ttastible; these not mixing with
Bodies, these abiding with them; that preserves the Virtues of things, these alter them; that
ascends after the Essences of things in destillation, these before their dissolutions, etc. | was at



a stand sometime which parto t a k e ; one while | wishoéd for
than many destructibl®enstruums supposing that one better than many, another while
changing my Mind, | desired thdenstruumsas sufficient for many Uses | knew before.

Truth overcame atength, enabling me now to demonstrate the most, if not all the
Medicines ofParacelsusn GuidoandBasilius On the contrary, | perceived tBecanumsof
Paracelsus(commonly so called) as prepared by that Lichiahest or the like, to be more
and nore different, yea contrary to the Authentick: wherefore as to the Preparation of
Medicines, | began to abstain, yea desisted from further enquiring into the obscure Matter,
Preparation and Use of that Liqublkahest namely, that which | find describex one place
of Paracelsusas aMedicine but not in the least as Menstruum Which Obstacle being
removed, | found an easie way frdParacelsugo Lully, Basilius and other Philosophers of
the same Faculty, who | saw agreed all unanimously in confirmatfothe Paracelsian
Menstruums yea Light adding Light to Light, appeared so clear, that their preparation,
variety, simple and literal sense showed themselves all at once, one only Word remaining
unknown, yet expressing the universal Basis of allAtigpts and that isSpirit of Wing not
Common but Philosophicaj which being known and obtained, the greatesiiosophica)

Medicinal Alchymical andMagical Mysteries of the more secrt€hymy will be in the power

of the Possessor. In no Books of thdets hitherto known of me, have | found any thing

rare, that owes not its original Being to tl8girit; so that | dare affirm, that whatsoever
Chymical Spiritdower and higher, fixed and volatile, are able to do, the very same, and more

will this our Sprit perform. This it was that moved me to employ all my Study and
Endeavours, turning over every Stone in quest ofSpeit of this Wing and continually
ruminating upon those abstruse, and various|
the Key ofa | | Phil osophy, behold the FaWildetlef your
Metropolis of Lithuania, and observing that You in expoundingatural Philosophy

abstained from all manner of Intricacy and as the first and only Person indeed using a plain

and candid Series of Words in applying common Exampleguwfiar Chymistry | rejoyced

with my self, thinking, What could not this great man do, if Master of the more Stoysty?

| resolved with my self therefore to take a Journey England for your sak alone, that |

might confer with you about thMenstruumsas well asMedicines and otherSecretsof
Paracelsusfrom whom also | promised to my self very great Assistance in some other things

not yet known: Nor indeed has my hope deceived me; for betidegasie admission,
common to all Strangers and Foreigners, y ou
Access, received me courteously, and commend
greater Things: Which Favours do oblige me to Dedittatepart of my Studies to you your

self; Earnestly and Humbly beseeching you kindly to accept it, and continue your Love and

Friendly Countenance to him that is and ever will be.
Your Honour 6s

Most Obedient Servant,

J.S.W.



TO THE

STUDENTS

OF THE MORE

Seacret Chymy

Under Heaven is not such an Art, more promoting the honour of God, more conducing to
Mankind, and more narrowly searching into the most profound Secrets of Nature, than is our
true and more than laudabehymy This is it which shews the Clemmn Wisdom, and
Omnipotence of the Creator in the Creatures, which teacheth not only Speculation, but also
Practice and Demonstration, the Beginning, Progress, and end of things, which restoreth our
Bodies from infinite Diseases, as by common means itolerto pristine health, and diverts

our Minds from the Cares and Anxieties of the World (the Thorns and Bryars of our Souls) to
Tranquility of Life, from Pride to Humility, from the Love and Desire of worldly Wealth to

the Contempt thereof: And in a wondijth raiseth us from earth to heaven; Yet for all that
may we say of it with the same truth, that amongst all the Arts, which have yielded any
benefit or profit to the World, there is none, by which less honour has hitherto accrued to God
Almighty, and less utility to mankind; for lest a Science of so great dignity and utility should

be too common, or ill managed by the ignorant and impious, the prudent Possessors of the
same made it their business so to describe it, as to make it known to their Discip)dsut

exclude unworthy altogether from it: But in process of time,Atieptsarriving to a greater
perfection of Knowledge and Experience, invented sometimes one, sometimes another shorter
Method in their Work, altering Fornaces, Fires, Vessels, \W&iglea, and the Matter it self;

who being thereby also constraindd to make
new invented Practice, it happened, that the Scholar ofAdeptunderstood not the new
Theory, much less the practice of anothehich also sometimes happened to fuepts
themselves, those especially which were under the document of some certain Patron in some
particular Method and Process; for they had not the power of discerning further than they had
learnt; whereupon they commly suspected all the Notions of other men, especially those
that differed from theirs, though in themselves good and right, as fallacious and contrary to
Nature, or applied other mens Theories, Sentences, and Terms of Art unknown to themselves
to their own private Process, with which they were acquainted, as | shall by many Examples
elsewhere declare; by which very thing they involved this Art in such a Chaos of obscurity,
that hitherto neither Masters nor Scholars have scarce had the power of comnwaicgatin
benefit to the learned World.

It is to be wondred at, but rather lamented, to see such imperfect Philosophical Systems, as
have been hitherto bequeathed to us by the Masters of this Art, not seldom contradicting both
Nature and themselves, whereas iracles of Nature might by virtue of this Art have been
truly and plainly without any convulsion or contraction of words expressed, in which respect |
dare, with Philosophical Licence here affirm, that most ofAtleptshave by their Writings
declaredhemselves to the World beti@&hymistshanPhilosophers

For what | pray could they have better done in Medicine, than to have applied themselves
to this Subject, imitating the diligence and industryPafacelsu® But alas! amongst all, |
find perhapstiree or four, who have been careful and cordial herein; and therefore the less to
be admired, that this noble and necessary Art, has made no greater progress, withess Common
Chymistry, where the names of famous Medicines are noised about, themselves being
unknown, and Shells given for Kernels.

Lately indeed we had not only hope, but promises also from the ®osyan Fraternity,
as if they had a mind to make this our Age more happy by their Studies; but no effect being
hitherto heard of, we cannot but fetireir fair promises will never be performed.



On the contrary, Experience teacheth, that instead of an universal good derived from the
Fountain of this Art, the World hath rather been involved by it in great and many Miseries: for
the Adeptsaffirming, yea more than often with oaths confirming, that they in their Writings
treated more clearly and truly of the Art, than any other Philosophers, have thereby instigated
many young Novices of all Degrees and Faculties, to begin their Chymical Labours according
to the Method of their Prescriptions, exposing themselves not only to intolerable Expences,
but also being as it were obstinate in a certain confidence of their understanding the Authors
genuine meaning, do rather die amongst the Coals and Fornacesedbda from their
Imaginations, once imprinted in them for true: Whereupon some of the more Learned
Inquirers ruminating with themselves, how rarely, and with what great difficulty some of the
Adeptsattained to the Art by the reading of Books only, thouglat point of Prudence to
desert the Authors, together with their Books, perswading themselves to be able to find out a
nearer and easier way by virtue of their own Genius and Reason, trying, repeating, altering,
etc. Experiments and Conclusions, but hreveere they disappointed of their desired success,
no less than as a Mariner fayling without a Compass, and so such Inquirers would have acted
more advisedly, if they had inquired in themselves, whether they had overcome all the
Difficulties obvious to tlem, before they applied themselves to this more secret Art, and
doubtless many of them would have hearkened to the CounSéiesbaldof Hohenland
(who copiously described the Difficulties of this Art collected out of Philosophers Books) and
avoided it, @ worse than the Plague, or a Serpémr who of you(saith our Saviour)
intending to build a Tower, will not first sit down, and compute the Charge, whether he has
wherewith to finish it, lest having laid the Foundation, and not being able to perfactiat
beheld it, should begin to deride him, saying, That man began to build, and could not finish
the Building Luke 14. 38.

But | am sensible that these Admonitions will rather be slighted than accepted, especially
by those who are loath to have theagnificent Towers built by themselves in the Air,
demolished. For notwithstanding the impossibility of removing the aforesaid difficulties by
some men, they endeavour to persuade others, that they can teach them, what as yet they
know not themselves, ars will rather persist in deceiving, than desist from that which they
know to be Weakness and Error: Others think themselves very able to overcome all manner of
difficulties, and therefore it is in vain to dissuade them from this Art: Others indeed
perceiwng all the difficulties, and an undoubted incapacity in themselves of facilitating them,
are though free from all fraud and arrogance, yet by some natural or secret impulse so incited
to this Art, as not to be driven from it by any Argument.

Wherefore hawmg a sense of the frailty which mankind is afflicted with, to them will |
dedicate my Studies relating to Medicine. Deceivers | will restrain, shame those that ascribe
more to themselves than due; but the true Disciples of this Art, | will lead by tle thah
they may not for the future be subject to the derision, reproaches and scoffs of Satyrs, together
with the loss of health, as well of Mind as Body, and at length verifie in themselves the
lamentable Prediction dbeber saying,Most miserable andnhappy is he, whom, after the
end of his work, God denies to see the Truth, for he ends his Life in Error; who being
constituted in perpetual labour, and surrounded with all manner of Misfortune and Infelicity,
loseth all the Comfort and Joy of this Workthd spends his Life in Sorrow, without any
benefit or rewardLib. 2. Invest cap. 38. So with the same Argument will | vindicate this the
best of Arts from the Injuries of Defamers, who being deceived, by not knowing the
Principles, accuse it as frauduleimpossible, and so ridiculous, as that they deter the Lovers
of it, and incite them to vilifie all the demonstrations and famous Testimonies of the same,
and lastly That the Honour and Glory of God hitherto buried in the Ashes of it, may from
thenceris agai n, as a Phini x, I wi || set befor e
hitherto able to find in so many Volumes of this Art, namé&yana naked, or without



Cloaths; that is, | will take from her Face and Body, the Vizards of Tropes, FigurdseBara
barbarous Names, etc. by which she hath been hitherto disguised, lest she should be obvious
to the knowledge of wicked men. | will expoBé&anato you, namely, th@ery Truth of our
Art. (with so much study and labour sought in vain) not coverecethde much as with the
Veyl of necessary expression, but her most secret parts shall be exposed to your view
concerning which thédeptsgave exceeding caution to the Disciples, adding a Curse withal,
not to divulge them to the unworthy Rabble. Wherefog®u desire to know thBlenstruums
of Diana, wherewith theAdeptsprepared their Philters, the Liquors of Life and Death, if you
would know the way how they prepared their Tinctures, either universal or particular for
Metals; if lastly, you covet to knowow they made precious Stones, Pearls, perpetual Lights,
together with other Secrets of the Art, read the Receipts of the four Books following; Receipts
| say, which were either not understood, or altogether slighted by almost all of you, because
of the riggedness of their Style, which sometimes also you esteemed vain, false, and
impossible, compiled in a manner merely to deceive you, yet most true, collected not out of
trivial vulgar Chymistry, but out of the best Books of the Bedtpts the Treasury obiana;
Receipts, | say, so concatenated and elaborated by as well the congruity, as wonderful
dexterity of the Masters, that where you take away or deny one of them, you cannot but reject
all the rest as false: on the contrary, he that owns one amongsballtrue, must repute all
the rest true; and consequently vindicate the Authors of them, our most venerable Masters
from all the Infamy of Lying and Scurrility. Variety springing out of Unity, the Fountain of
Truth, and returning into it, as into its €an, illustrates the excellency of those Receipts. |
could never yet satisfie my self, whether there by infinite, or only one Receipt in our Chymy,
divided into divers parts, and designed for several Uses: Variety | observe in the various and
distinct pars of these four Treatises, but Unity in every part, yea in the Individual of every
Part, you will always find three confirming one Treatibethe First Book ofMenstruums
you will find also the Medicines of the Second; and Alchymical Tinctures of tird, Tdnd
Secrets of the Fourth Book, which very thing is also to be understood of the Second, Third
and Fourth BooksLastly These Receipts are not only true, but also clear, described by plain
and common Words, to be understood not only according to ¢tter]_but also by their
clearness, illustrating and explaining Places more obscure otherwise not intelligthkg, [sp
one only Process you will sometimes explain more than ten Theoretical ,Boeksr
explicable but by this Light.

Now these Receiptswas willing to communicate to you, yedefatigable Studentsf this
Art, for the Reasons already given, as also that you may thoroagphghend thabsolute
necessityof L u | | v 6 of Wiguin aui Ghymy before | treat with you concerning the
Matter and Preparationof it. No man desires that which is unknown to him, or pursues that
which he knows not the benefit of: Wherefore | was desirous first to demonstravéral
Usesof this Spirit by the Experiments of teepts which if you find truethey will be of
such service to you hereafter, as to be much to your detriment to be without them; but if false,
slight and give no credit to them, but accuse the Masters, the Authors of them, of Lying,
Deceit and Villany; but such wickedness | never ekfexn you, whatsoever Adversaries,
the blind and ignorant of this Art, will do, we little regard, and Ealus or Momusappear
according to his Custom, let him chaw the Shell, that is, the homely Style, the slender and
slight Observations and Conclus®given upon the Receipts, all which we give him freely;
but touch th&ernelhe cannot.

But if either now or hereafter you reap any joy or benefit by the sightaofa, attribute it
not to Diana, though ofEphesusnor to me, but to God Almighty, who thaby his Light
brought us out of thi€immerianDarkness. The time perhaps will come, wherein | may be
further useful and assistant, in procuring liberty for you to emtdtaaea in your Arms, as
also discourse familiarly with her concerning l®ves, Fo e s t , Fountai n, Mi




etc. forat present you read the Inscription upon her ForehBaagch me notWherefore |
advise you, not to touch the Secretdadina unless you have to try the Fate and Fortahe
Acteon

InsciusActeeonvidit sine vest®ianam
Preeda suis canibus non minus ille fuit.

Actaeon hunting in the Woods alone,

When he the naked Goddess saw unknown,

He (for who could her Fury stay?)

Was to her Fury and his Dogds a Prey.

We may indeed behold her, but not embrace her yet a Viiléhis is permitted to none
but Adepts and such as are Masters of fPleilosophical Wingbut if you object with the
Poet,

Quid juvat Aspectus, si non conceditur Usus?
060Tis not the Sight, but Use that gives Del

To these Things | answer you, THatviewingDiananaked

1. You will find, that all the Secrets azhymydepend upon one only Centre of the Art,
namely theSpirit of Philosophical Wine

2. You will understand, that all the Preparationsatifthe Secrets are done according to
the significatiornof the Words

3. You will perceive, that all Processes of what Method and Matter soever, if not without
the Spirit of Philosophical Wine are true, and will never be false.

4. Whatsoever is rare or select, dispersed here and there by the best of the Adepts, you
wi || have here pickdéd and digested into ord
the enjoyment of them.

5. You will moreover have the convenience of chusing the best and shortest out of all the
Processes.

6. Or you will be enabled to find out alscone of your selves, if these please you not.

7. You will see that he who hath performed even the least thing in this Art, may
consequently also perform the greatest.

8. One only clear Process will open the understanding of more, otherwise most obscure.

9. You may kow also, that the Adepts themselves have been sometimes in the dark, and
oftentimes understood not the style of anothers Writing: That some have corrected others, and
so made the Art more perfect.

10.And to say all at once; No man, though never so Learhedgh never so Eloquent,
though never so subtle an Impostor, will be able for the future, either by his Authority,
Perswasion, or subtilty, to deceive any man, and drive him out of our common Road into an
untrodden Path, except he be willing himself.

Nor will you alone be free from the Deceipts of other men, but your own Mistakes also; by
which you have hitherto most miserably lost all, Time, Pains, Money, Health, and what not?
You have made your very Life it self vain, unprofitable and offensive to ytwessas well as
others.

Yea and such are the glittering Rays of Dusina, that | fear they will dazzle your eyes,
like as thdsraeliteswere at the sight dflosesdescending from the Mountain.

You will scarce believe me, should | affirm, that the Secoétshe Adeptsare to be
understood and prepared according to the Letter; if you argue it to be improbable that the




Adeptsshould have exposed their Mysteries to the view of all men, they themselves having
advertised you of the contrary. What then?

Is notthis our Art saithArtefiusg cabalistical and full of Mysterie® And you Fool believe
we teach the Secrets of Secrets opemy understand our Words according to the Letter; be
assuredl am not envious as othgrge that takes the Philosophers Sayiagsording to the
common sence and significatidras already lost the Clew éfriadnes,and wanders up and
down the Labyrinth, and it would be of the same benefit to him, as if he had thrown his Money
into the SeaThe same thing advisethendivogiusn the Preface of the twelve Treatisés.
would, saith hehave the candid Reader know, that my Writings admit not so much a verbal
construction, but such rather as Nature requireth, lest afterwards he should have Cause to
bewail the expence of time, pains acmkt in vain, etc Becauses Arnold saith in his
SpeculumAn intention according to the Letter nothing avails, and to operate according to
the intention of the Letters is the dissipation of Riches, Baith Geber, Where we spoke
most openly we concéald t he Art , speaking to an Artist
series of DiscourseYea Roger Bacorproceeds further, sayin§Vhen | swear | say true,
believe it a lie, that is, as to the Letter, and therefoben | tell you ofStalks understand
Lead, etc. lib de Arte Chymicgag. 56 All that | say is false, therefore nothing | say is true;
wherefore | pray, believe me not; but when | say true, take it to be false; and if this, the
contrary: So that which is false will be turned into true, and thlaich is true, into false: |
tell you these things, that you may beware of things that are to be avoided, and believe things
credible, in writing properly, | write notetc. p. 301And though | say, Take this and this,
believe me not, operate accordirggthe Blood, that is, the Understanding and so of all; leave
off Experiments; apprehend my meaning, and you will find, believe me being already a
lighted Candlepag. 345.

These and the like may you alleadge to confirm your Opinion, but give me leaggassu
to you the distinction that is to be made between the Theoretical and Practical Books of the
Adepts In the Theoretical Books there is scarce any thing to be understood literally, all things
being parabolical, senigmatical, etc. But in the PracticabkB all things are clear and
intelligible, according to the LettePhilosophical Winealone excepted, the foundation and
beginning of all Secrets: For example, Take thagnum Testamentuwf Lully, in the
Theoretical part of which, is Philosophically,athis, by various Sophisms, described the
Nature, Matter, and Preparation of L ul | y §;sbut Wi thee Practical part of this
Testamentunthe Use of this Wineis declared according to the Letter: From hence will you
also easily observe, That tho&deptswhich reject the Literal Sense are rather Theoretical
than Practical. We treating at present of the practice dAdlepts or theUseof Philosophical
Wine will prove that most of the Secrets delivered to us by them, are according to the Letter.

But someof you will urge, that thé\deptsthemselves have even more than often declamed
against the Literal Sence of Practice, against the very Descriptions (commonly called
Receipts) of Experiments; but let these our Companions knovAdeptswrote against two
sorts of Receipts.

The first comprehends the Receipts of Smoaksellers, Deceivers, wicked men, who pretend
they either had them from the Disciple of softtept or found them in the Walls of some old
Cloister or Sepulcher; against whom h&onysus Zachaas, Pag. 781. Vol. 1. Th. Chym.
saying,Before | left the Colledge of Arts, | entred into familiarity and friendship with many
other Scholars, they had divers Books of Chymical Receipts, which being lent me, |
transcribed with very great diligence, my @ie Master, who had also a long time before
began to labour in this Art, consenting; so that before | went away, | had gathered a very
large Book of such Receipts, | went presently with my Master to the Place where | was to
study Law, began to turn over iiyritings; whereof some contained Projections of One upon
Ten, others upon Twenty, Thirty; a Third, a half part; of the Red of eighteen Carrachs,




twenty, etc. into Gold of Crowns, Ducats, and of the highest colour that could be; One was to
endure Meltinganother the Toucstone, another all Tryals: Of the White likewise, one was

to be of Ten penny, another of Eleven, another Sterling Silver, coming white out of the Fire,
another white from the Touch: In short, | thought if | were able to perform thedé#sbse

things greater felicity could not happen to me in this world.

Especially when | read the Inscriptions of great Persons before such Receipts; one of the
Queen olNavarr,another of the Cardinal dforain, Turine,and infinite others, that by such
Disguises and Titles, Credit might be given by unwary. men

Bernhardalso complains of the same Receipisg.771. ejusd. Vollf | had had saith he,
at first, all the Books which | afterwards procured, doubtless | should have sooner attained to
the Art, lut | read nothing but false Receipts, and erroneous Books, besides | happened to
confer with none but the most perverse Thieves, wicked Men, and Impostors

The other sort contains ReceiptsAdeptsthemselves, against whom some otAdepts
have also sontenes written: As for example, the sarBernhard Pag. 748, Vol. Theat.
Chym. sayingro withdraw the true Speculators of this Art from common Errors into the right
Way, that they may not waste their Wealth, and lose their Labours, Name and Reputation,
insisting upon the false Receipts of Books, as thosGelfer, Rasis, Albertus magnus,
Trames, Lumen, Canonis pandectarum, Demophon, Suamdagther Seducers, | will first
declare my own Errorsetc. And in pag. 750 goes dnfinite is the number of them, wim to
write is needless; and there is great plenty of Books written upon this Subject under
Metaphorical Words and Figures, so as not to be easily understood by any but the Sons of
Art; the reading of which, leads men out of the right way, rather tharctdite the Work; in
the number of which, ar@cotus, Arnold, Raymund, Johannes Mehung, Hortulanus Veridicus,
etc.

My Business therefore is to satisfie you, and say, That the Authors of the first sort of
Receipts deceive actively, wittingly, and willinglBut the Receipts of the later sort, written
by Adeptsthemselves, seduce only passively: And this for two Reasons; either in respect of
the Adeptbeing less experienced in the Art, and unacquainted with the Practice of his more
Learned Consort; for it isripossible for onédept though never so expert in his Method, to
know the various Experiments of all the other, much less the peculiar Theorems, private
Meditations, different Denominations of things, etc. formed or derived from the same. Or in
respect ofyour selves, who extort from those Receipts, as to the Literal Sound, more than the
Adeptsthemselves allow, not at all observing that 8mrit of Winebeing once and always
understood, the rest you will easily understaRdr knowing this,saith Flammé, in his
Hieroglyphicks pag. 281 perfected the Magistery easily; for having learnt the Preparation of
the first Agent, | following my Book according to the Letter, could not err if | wéuid a
little after; Then following my Book from word to woildmade ProjectionBut why these?
Plenty enough of Examples in this Treatise will instruct you in all these things that are to be
understood according to the Letter, exdafime, Lunary, Vegetable Mercuyrgnd other things
synonymous to the Matter of tispirit of Philosophical Wingor things prepared by the same
Spirit, Vegetable Sal Harmoniack, Philosophical Vinegsc.

For thisSpirit of Winebeing prevaricated, th&deptsknew, that all the rest, though never
so plainly discovered to the Sons of Arguld not contribute the least benefit to the Reader:
Wherefore | fear not the indignation of tAelepts nor t he Anat hemads wh
out against the Betrayers of their Secrets, having herein done nothing more, but (to speak
ingenuously) lessthan they themselves. | have according to my capacity, methodically
digested those things which were here and there confusedly dispersed, but added nothing of
my own, and so expect neither Honour nor Thanks from you; but this only, that | may know,
if our Studies please; and | shall supply those things that are here wanting and desired,
somewhat more largely; for | will not refuse to assist you yet further by the industry of my
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Studies: So that nothing remains, but upon our bended Knees to return most fitianihs

to theFather of Lights, in vouchsafing us this Art by the Writings of his Servants, and the
High Priests of Nature, without which it would be beyond the power of man to arrive to so
great a degree of Knowledge.

Now celebrate with me the Urns ofiopious Masters, who have for the Welfare of
Mankind, rather dispersed, than buried their Talents; and may you oblige your selves to the
same good Office, if you have any of their Writings not yet published.

Finally, It is my earnest Suit to thedeptsnow living, that they would please to employ
themselves freely in expounding Nature, correcting Philosophy and Medicine; And lastly,
refuting all the deceitful Sects of Philosophers, as well in the Academies, as private Schools,
for the advancement of the @y of God, being singularly eminent in this A8 be it
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The First Book
OF

MENSTRUUMS.

RIPLEY,

Cap. 2. Medullee Philos. Chym.

We will here demonstrate the clear Practice, how sMemstruumsas be
Unctuous and Moist, Sulphureous, and Mercureal, agfieeing with the
Nature of Metals, wherewith our Bodies are to be artificially dissolved, may
be obtained.

London Printed forTho. Howkingn GeorgeYardin LombardStreet, 1685.
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The Translator to the Reader.

Your Business it jnot mine, otherwise than as a Reader, to judge of this Work, but the ample
and publick Encomiums of Learned Societies beyond the Seas, already declaring their
Sentiments of its Rarity and Excellency, are convictive Authorities far beyond my Opinion;
and therefore | shall be silent: only this | think necessary to let you know, that our Author,
having little spare time himself, left his Latine Impression to be by others corrected, which
has been the cause of many Errors, and indeed in some Places sotlgabshe Author
himself could scarce retrieve his own Meaning: This to prevent in the English Translation, he
has been pleased to use all Care to have it exactly import his own Mind. | must also tell you,
that though | have taken no small pains in endeamguto make this weighty Work speak
true and perfecEnglish yet my Copy not being punctually observed, you will find many
smal | Mi st akes, besides the Erratads insert
please, as you read, to correct.

Farewé

G.C.
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THE

PREFACE

TO exempDianafrom being exposed Naked to the Petulant Lust of Unsatiable Men, as also
to the Scornaind Contempt of the Ignorant, as a Common ProstituteAtheptshave taken
care not only to cloath, but cover her almost with several sorts of Garments: To this kind of
Apparel, Antiquity has been pleased, yet not properly enough, to refAtlegory of the
Procreation of Man, deduced from the Analogy of Seed anciently received, however ill
applied to theMineral Kingdom

First, They reckorCoition; SecondlyConception Thirdly, Impregnation Fourthly, Birth:;
Fifthly, Nutriment If therefore no Coition,no Conception; without Conception, no
Impregnation; without which no Birth can be premised

Which Disposition the AnciemMorienushimself confesseth to have been derived to him
from Antiquity.Hermes whom they call Father of the Adepts in Tabula Smaagdina hath
described to us the Father, Mother and Nurse ofGhgmical Infant No wonder therefore,
that such an Ancient and Easie Doctrine as this, should have found so easie an access to
Posterity: it would be besides the Intention and Scope to thitese things, which might be
inferred by us against this Analogy of Seed. Here let it suffice to remember only, that the
greater part, as also the more anciehtlepts comparing the Chymical Magistery to the
Generation of Man, did under the Notion of tAlgegory, call their DissolventdMenstruums
or Feminine Seedutthe Things which were to be Dissolydhsculine SeedVly Son, saith
Lully, The Vegetable Menstruum is of the Nature of a Womans Menstruum, because a
Mineral Menstruum proceeds from it byidSolution, ¢f Minerals and Metalsand is made
artificially as Nature requireth, for it hath the property of an incorruptible Spirit, which is as a
Soul, and hath the Conditions of a Body, because it generates and produceth Seed as a
Woman; therefore weall our D. Dissolvent Menstrual Blood, or Menstruum, because it is
Generative and Nutritive, and makes the said C, andM€da{s grow and increase, till they
be converted into MSulphur of Naturepr Philosophers Mercufyor into Q, {Tincture,or
Philosophers Stonefor as Menstrual Blood perfects the Embryo by nourishing, and altering
one Principle into another, and one Quantity into another, and one Form into another, yet the
Principles and Quantities appearing in every Alteration, under diverask-aliffering from
the first Forms themselves, till a certain Substance appears in one entire Quantity, dependent
upon several Matters, which is a Body, with Spirit and Soul, reduced into Action: And thus it
is with our Infant Philosophers Stond_ully, Distinct, 3. Can. 4. Lib. de Essenti/hen K.
(Colour) appears yellow, then let the Artist know, that the Body of our Infant is formed,
made, and compleatly organized, and begins to be prepared for the reception of the vegetable
Spirit into it, and Natureontinues in that preparation till the yellow K. vanisheth away, and a
red K. Colour) appeareth; and then may the Artist be assured that the said Infant is perfect
both in Body and Soul: so that he may let the Fire alone till it grows cold; which béthg co
the Artist will find our Infant round as an Egg; which he must take out and purifie (for it is a
hard Stone in the middle of many Superfluities, as the Infant of a Woman appears after Birth:
Can. Il. Distinct. 3. Lib. Essentand let him take and piitinto some clean Glass Vessel, etc.
3. Distinct. 3 Part Lib. de Essent

Parisinus, Ripley, Espanietuand other laterAdepts, the Disciples ofLully, had this
Analogy of Seed from him, being doubtless the most Learned of the Chymical Philosophers
Of this living Heavengsaith Parisinus, Raymunsipeaks in his Third Book de Quintessentia, in
the Chapter begi nni ng, O Hdaremhat® théMgraperty ofiam s n
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incorruptible Spirit, which is as the Soul of it, and hath the Conditions of a Body
generating and producing Seed, as a Woman, and herein it differs from the other Principles
(of the Art) It is also sensual, because it is apprehended by sense, namely, by sight, taste and
smell, as is declared in thHgst Distinction in the Chapte , which beginneth,
principium movendi, scilicet, corpus sive forma: And a little after, speaking of the aforesaid
living Heaven, he saithAnd in this point our Understanding knows that Dis(living
Heaven, or Dissolvephath a Vegetablerpperty, the similitude of which, R and 6dld and
Silven do transmit into the Sulphur of Nature, which is the Spirit of Metals, or Stone, or
transforming Poyson, according to the significatioRaymundwhich signification he useth
in his Alphabetum if gur 1 ar bor i,sandRHeieih predugeth ithesTfollowing
Sentence n Capi te de si:gAstheavVegetativenpariof tiedMstieenar Nutie,
transmits her Likeness into the Son, which she generates, which property the Son retains, so
our Mercury. The Intention of the Philosophéully) is to demonstrate, that the Philosophers
Sulphur, or Stone, or transforming Poyson receives all its benefit by the excitation of the
vegetable Virtue, which is in this Divine Vegetative Heaven.

The Same Audr in the Continuation of his Doctrine, sajtAnd also the Understanding
knows, that the said Metals R, and 6pld and Silver retain the property of Menstruum,
with which they extend their similitudes into exotick substances, transmuting the said
subsances into their own kind, which is the reason why we call it Vegetable Mercury; as also
because it is extracted out of VegetablEse same thing at the end of the said Chapter he
speaks afreshAnd our Understanding also knows, that principle is as a &flooonceiving
the Mans Seed, and bringing forth in the same form and virtue, as it was in the beginning.
From whence we necessarily conclude, that the Elements of this Stone, namely, Gold, ought
to be moved by vertue of a living Quintessence, and thesaior&/egetable Heaven, which
way | have sufficiently proved and demonstratarisinus in Lib.l Elucidarii, pag. 221Vol.
6. Th. Chym

Ripley, having the same Master Barisinus expounds this Doctrine more briefly, théds
an Infant in the Womb of ¢nMother, does by the concoction of temperate heat, convert the
Menstruums into its own Nature and Kind, that is, into Flesh, Blood, Bones, yea, Life, with
all other Properties of a living Body; so if you have the Wate8atindLuna, it will attract
other Bodies to its kind and make their Humors perfect by its intrinsick Virtue and Ripht;
Lib. de Merc. Phil

We, saith Espanietusto deal plainly and truly; affirm, that the whole work may be
perfected by two Bodies only, that iSol and Luna rightly prepared: For this is that
Generation which is performed by Nature with the help of Art, in which the coition of Male or
Femal e is requir 6d rspriagnmbre hoble thian itsHParents.es ekpbceed; Of f
Sect. 20. Arcan. Herngolis the Male for he yields the active and informing seédna s
the Femalpwhich is called the Matrix and Vessel of Nature, because she receives the seed of
the Male into her womb, and nourisheth it with her Menstrusect. 22. Arcan. Herm. Phil
But the Philosophes do not by the name &funa, mean commoth.una, which also acts the
parts of a Male in their (white) work; let no man therefore attempt to joyn two males together,
it being wicked and contrary to Nature, nor can he hope for any Offspring from such a
copukbtion, but putGobritiusto Beja Brother to Sister.

Conjugio junget stabili, propriamq; dicabit.

That he may have from thence the noble So8alf Sect. 23. Arcan. Herm. Philwould
have the Reader knowaith Sendivogiysthat Solution is twofold,hough there be many
other solutions, but of no effect: the first is only true and natural; the second violent, under
which are all the other comprehended; the Natural is that, by which the pores of the Body are
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opened in our Water, that the digested seag be injected into its Matrix: But our Water is
Celestial, not wetting your hands; not common, but almost like Rain: The Body is Gold,
which yieldeth seed: odrunais not common Silver, which receives the seed of Ghidct.
10. Novi Lumin. Saturtaking the Vessel, drew up ten parts of the Water, and presently took
some of the Fruit of the solar Tree, and put it in, and | saw the fruit of the Tree consumed and
resolved as Ice in warm water. This water is to this fruit, as a Woman. The fruit of this Tree
can be putrified in nothing, but in this water only; for no other water can penetrate the pores
of this Apple, but this: and you must know that the solar Tree sprang also out of this Water,
which is extracted from a magnetical virtue out of the RaySdfindLuna and therefore
they have great affinity one with the othkerthe Dialogue of Mercury

Now here we in this Book intend to treat of this Feminine Seed, or dissolving Waters of the
Adepts.Great indeed, yea vast is the Treasure of our Chymyabogether inaccessible by
those that have not the Keys thereof; without whichAteptsthemselves could neither
dissolve nor coagulate Bodidéyou know not the way of dissolving our Body, it is in vain to
operatejs the Advice of Dionysius Zacharjgsgag. 798. Vol. I. Th. ChynBut he that knows
the Art and Secret of Dissolution, has attained to the Secret of thealtltBernhard pag.
40 . S u 1 . Hemthisscaueel itlissaith Parisinus that the wise men say, To know the
Celestial Water, whit reduceth our Body into a Spirit, is the chief Mystery of this Aurt,
Eluc. pag. 212. Vol. I. Th. Chym. For without these Menstruums things heterogeneous can
never be perfectly mixed. Coral, though never so finely pulverized, cannot be mixed with the
purest Powder of Pearls: Yea Gold mixeth not with Sifuausch less with Bodies less perject
though both be melted together; the Particles of each do indeed touch one another in their
extream parts, being in a mass or heap consisting of things heterogepebti®y are and
do remain all distinct, unblemished and unaltered in their Figures and Properties, no
otherwise than as a heap composed of Barley and Oats: But in the more secret Chymy there is
no Body, no heterogeneity, but what hath its own peculiansiieum, and with which as
being homogeneous to it, it runs into one Concrete, rejoycing in the inseparable Properties of
either. So long therefore as you intend to joyn Metals with Metals, dry things with dry,
without the Menstruums @iana,so long(to use the Phrase dspanietusjlo you presume
to joyn males together, which is a thing wicked and contrary to Nature. Hearken therefore to
Bernhard,Pag. 757. Vol. I. Th. Chym. Perswading ytmuleave Stones and all sorts of
Minerals, likewise also Metalalone though they are the beginning and our matatals

are not only the malullyethe formbofithe Stonegyetavitheubthesea | | 6 ¢

Menstruums they signifie nothinghe Form,saith he which is the Efficient Principle,
Former and Tansformer of all other Forms of less virtue and power, is described by C, or (C)
(Metal9 cannot of it self only be the Magistery of the greater work, etc. Very commodious it
is for that Principle to be known, because hereby the Understanding knows ibte lof the

two Substances, from which our Infant is produced, having in it the condition of a male, from
which proceeds a sperm in the belly of our Mefistruum or DissolveptLul. Dist. 3. Lib.

Ess Heaven or MercuryMenstruun is the fourth Princig signified by D. It is the Cause

and Principle moving C, and (C) from Power to Action, ruling and governing them in its
belly, as the Woman the Infant which she procreates in her Matrix. And in this point knows
the understanding of an Artist, that Méngruum) hath action upon C, and (C) ruling,
governing and reducing them into Action, even as the Heavens above do by their motion,
bring things Elementary, into action, And an Artist is to understand that of the two substances,
of which our Stone is compodad, and by which it is generated, this, namely,isgolveny

is the more principalbid. In the Book de Medicinis secretis, pag. 336. he gop¥@n must

know, saith he that hitherto | have not told you the most secret thing and matter of the whole
Magistery, which is our incorruptible Quintessence, extracted out of white or red Wine, which
we call Celestial Crown, and Menstruum, after the sublimations, putrefactions, and final
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depuration of it; which Quintessence is indeed the foundation, primogd#tr, and Magistery
of all medicinal things: My Son, if you have it, you will have the Magistery of the whole
thing, without which nothing can be done.

But yoy My companionsknow, what mean the MenstruumsDb&na; you know, | say,
they are the higheskecrets of the more secret Chymy, much more secret than the Menstruums
of Women; that the same also were never acquired but by the extream Pains and ingenuity of
an Adept, most cautiously described, and recommended to us principally as the Keys of the
Art: You easily believéeully, saying Without theseMenstruumanothing can be done in the
Magistery of the ArtMag. Nat. pag. 3290r Christopher ParisinusThat the great secret lies
in these Menstruums insomuch if they be not known, nothing can be doseta the
transmuting of MetalsElucid. pag. 222. Vol. 6Th. Chym. Wherefore | think it enough to
declare to you in short, that thesenstruumswhich hitherto you have with so much study,
to little purpose sought in the Theoretical BooksAdEpts,are now offered to you, being
found by me, in Practical Books, no longer shrowded with Obscurity, but disrobed, and
exposed naked to the sight and understanding of all men. But you have no cause to fear the
Spirit of Philosophical Wine which you perceive inydaienstruum it being familiar and
most gentle, because Philosophical. Nor have you need of any Conjurations, to make it
appear to you; for in all Pages of the Theoretical Book&aépts it offers it self willingly
and expects you, provided you pray todisthat he would graciously vouchsafe to open your
Eyes; for without his permission or special appointment, it dares not manifest it self to you.
By theMenstruumsof theAdepts,understand not therefore yours, though they be most secret
to you, because fear they are yet but vulgar, which dissolving a dry Body, are transmuted
with it into a Salt or Vitriol, not with a true, but seeming coalition and mixture, which a
searching Fire easily discovereth, presently separating these same heterogeneousesibstanc
again: On the contrarythe unctious Spirit of Philosophical Wine does by its Unctuosity
mollifie a dry Body, and transmute it not into a Salt or Vitriol, but into an ®wasily joyns
things heterogeneous by its own equal temperament, and isHynitsgeneity easily joyned
with things homogeneous to it, by which also it is augmented, according to Batnbiard:
No Water dissolveth bodies, but that which is of their species and which can be inspissated in
bodies; for a Dissolvent ought not to éifffrom that which is dissolved, in matter, but
proportion and digestioriRag. 43. of his Epistle§or Nature is not meliorated, but by its own
nature; our matter therefore can be no otherwise meliorated than by its own matter.
Parmenides saith the samle, de Alchym. pag. 768. Vol. I. Th. Chyihis Spirit of
Philosophical Wine may be united to all things, and is able to unite all things inseparably
But they that suppose another water, are ignorant and unwise, and will never come to the
effect, saith Paisinusin Eluc. p. 222. Vol. 6. Th. Chym. Of whidlorienus,pag. 52. thusAs
to this Magistery, let Fools seek other things, and seeking err; for they will never attain to the
effect of it, till SolandLunabe reduced into one body, which cannot comeatss before the
Will of God. Which Arnold, if I mistake not, thus expresseth: You will sooner joyn the Sun
and Moon in the Heavens, than Gold and Silver in the Earth withoutleastruums.

But you that have hitherto desired one only universal, immani@éstructibleMenstruum,
I mean, the LiquorAlkahestor Ignisaquathat undeclinable word, instead of one, whereof
you never yet knew the Name, Matter, Preparation and Use, behold! | offer a great many
kinds of universaMenstruumsijn their Descriptiongnore clear, in Virtues equivalent, if not
better than this youAlkahest.What others have either obscurely, or impertinently said and
written of this LiquorAlkahest, we little regard, as Opinions and Conjectures. By the
Menstruumsof the Adepts,we interd not all manner of Dissolvents, prepared without the
Spirit of Philosophical Wine, and only corroding, but not in the least altering the more minute
Particles of Bodies: Nor do we understand an immortal Liquor, not permanent with things
dissolved in it:But by Menstruumwe mean a volatile Liquor made several ways of the Spirit
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of Philosophical Wine and divers thingsot only separating Bodies, but also continuing with
them, and altering them with the addition of it self, so as to be no more two, noyabain
they were before. For out of this Dissolution (the solemn Wedlock, inseparable Union and
Combination of Body and Menstruum) emergeth a new Being, containing the unblemished
Properties of the thing dissolved, and the thing dissolunag, at all sepeable by Art or
Nature

TheseMenstruumsl have distinguished into Vegetable and Mineral, not as if the fixt
Vegetable were made of Vegetables only, and the Mineral of MinkulsyeryWenstruum
that hath not manifest acidity, acting without ebullitiand motion, is called Vegetable,
though it be made of meer Animals or Minerals by the Spirit of Philosophical @imée
contrary,a Menstruum becomes Mineral so soon as manifest acidity is mixed either with the
Spirit of Philosophical Wine, or a Vegdle Menstruumfor by adding the acidity, it now
dissolves Bodies with violence and effervescence. | have subdivided both kinds into Simple
and Compound, but not as if the Simple consisted of fewer Ingredients, but because they are
of more simple or lesdrtue. Simple Menstruums tinge Bodies dissolved in thenmblasthe
Compounded more
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OF

VegetabldMENSTRUUMS
The First Kind.

Simple Vegetable Menstruums mad@lofosophical Winenly.
1. The Heaven, Essence or Spirit of Wine of Lully, Described, ICBrst. I. Lib.De
Quinta Essentia.

Take Wine Red or White, the best that may be had, or at least take Wine that is not any way
eager, neither too little nor too much thereof, and distiAgona ardensas the custom is,
through Brass Pipes, and thentife it four times for better purification. But | tell you it is
enough to rectifie it three times, and stop it close, that the burning Spirit may not exhale,
because herein have many men erred, thinking it ought to be seven times rectified, But my
Son, t is an infallible sign to you when you shall have seen that Sugar steeped in it, and being
put to the flame burneth away Aqua ardensNow having the water thus prepared, you have

the matter out of which the Quintessence is to be made, which is oopalrthing we intend

to treat of in this Book. Take therefore that, and put it in a circulating Vessel, or in a Pelican,
which is called the Vessel éfermes and stop the hole very close withibanumor Mastick

being soft, or quick Lime mixed with the Mée of Eggs, and put it in Dung, which is
naturally most hot, or the remainings of a Wkess, in which no heat must be by accident
diminished, which you may do, my Son, if you put a great quantity of which you please of
those things at a corner of tR@use, which quantity must be about thirty Load: This ought to

be, that the Vessel may not want heat, because should heat be wanting, the circulation of the
water would be impaired, and that which we seek for uneffected; but if a continual heat be
adminisered to it by continual circulations, our Quintessence will be separated in the colour
of Heaven, which may be seen by a diametrical Line, which divides the upper part, that is the
Quintessence, from the lower, namely, from the Fseces, which are of a roolddy.
Circulation being continued many days together in a circulating Vessel, or in the Vessel of
Hermes t he Hol e, which you stoppb6d with the
wonderful Scent go out, so as that no fragrancy of the world can be @htpat; insomuch

as putting the Vessel to a corner of the House, it can by an invisible Miracle draw all that pass
in, to it; or the Vessel being put upon a Tower, draws all Birds within the reach of its Scent,
SO as to cause them to stand about itnTyeu will have, my Son, our Quintessence which is

ot her wi sMegetable IMeréudyat your will, to apply in the Magistery of the
transmutation of MetalsBut if you find not the influx of Attraction, stop the Vessel again as
before; and put it in thelgce before appointed, and there let it stand till you attain to the
aforesaid Sign. But this Quintessence thus glorifigtd,not have that Scent, except a Body

be dissolved in jtnor have that heat in your mouth A&gua ardensThis is indeed by the

Phl osophers call éd the Key of the whole Art
Quintessence, which arrives to so great a sublimity, that either with it by it self alone, or with
the earthly Stardetalg the Operator of this work may do miracles npbe Earth.

Annotations.

The twenty four following Kinds dflenstruumswill prove, that amongst thBissolventsof

the Adepts no one is made without théegetable Mercuryor Spirit of Philosophical Wine

for it is the foundation, beginning and endtleém all: Yea it is according to the various and
distinct degrees of its strength, sometimes the least, sometimes the greatest of all the
Menstruums|t is the least and weakest, when it doth by its simple Unctuosity dissolve only




the unctuous or oyly patof Vegetables, but either reject or leave untouched the Remainder
being less oyly and heterogeneous to it selbecomes the strongest when we temper its
Unctuosity with Arids(that is, dry things, not Oyly) for so it is made homogeneous to things
dry-oyly, and to things meerly dry. In respect of which Homogeneity, the Menstruums of the
Adeptsdiffer from the common, because they do by reason of the said Homogeneity, remain
with the things dissolved inseparably; yea, are augmented by them, but ndhevidast
saturation, transmuted and melted into a third substance, and so cannot part without the
diminution or destruction of their former Virtues. The permanent Homogeneity of
Menstruums with things to be dissolved, is the reasonbEglsgnces are madeith simple
Vegetable Menstruum$ut Magisteries with the same compoundedd so these operate
more strongly, those more weakly. This is it, to comprehend all in a word, which shews us the
various kinds of Menstruums distinct one from another in so sewgral degrees, now to be
described and illustrated by our Annotations.

But that you may more easily understand the following Receipts and me also, | thought it
necessary to preadmonish some certain things concerning the Nature and Property of this
Spirit of Wine, lest you should judge amiss of a thing not sufficiently understood.

First, you are not to take the Spirit of common Wine, though never so much rectified for
the Philosophical Spirit of Wine; for so the following Receipts of all Menstruums weuld b
erroneous and seducing.

Having occasion (saitdachariag for a most excellenAqua Vitaefor the dissolving of a
mark or half a pound of Gold, we bought a large Vessel of the best Wine out of which we did
by a Pellican obtain great plenty Afjua vitag which was often rectified in many Glass
Vessels bought for that end: then we putbtaakof our Gol d, being befo
month, and fouMarks of Aqua viteinto two GlassVessels, one Retort entering into the
other, being sealed, and both plagetivo great round Furnaces: we bought also Coals to the
value of thirty Crowns at one time, to continue Fire under it for the space indeed of a whole
Year. We might have kept Fire for ever before any congelation would have been made in the
bottom of theVessels, as the Receipt promised, no solution preceding; for we did not operate
upon a due matter, nor was that the true water of Solution, which ought to dissolve our Gold,
as appeared by experiengag. 783. Vol. I. Th. ChynRipley admonisheth us of ¢hsame
thing, who saithSome think that this Firdghis Fiery Spirit of Philosophical Winés drawn
from Wine according to the common way, and that it is rectified by distillations often
repeated, till its watry Phlegm, which impedes the power of itsitignbe wholly taken from
it. But when such a sort of Water (which Fools call Pure Spirit) though a hundred times
rectified, be cast upon the Calxes of any Body, be it never so well prepared, we do
nevertheless see, that it is found weak and insuffigieno the act of dissolving a Body, with
the preservation of its Form and Specféap. 2. Suae Medul. Phitommon Wine gaith he a
little lower) is hot,but there is another sort much hotter, whose whole substance is by reason
of its aerity most easily kdled by Fire, and the Tartar of this unctuous Humor is tHiarkso
saith Raymund That Tartar is blacker than the Tartar from the black Grap&3at#lonig
whereupon it is calledNigrum nigrius Nigrg that is, Black blacker than Blackand this
humidity being unctuous, doth therefore better agree with the Unctuosity of Metals, than the
Spirit extracted from common Wine, because by its liquefactive virtue Metals are dissolved
into Water; which operation the Spirit di@mmon Wine cannot perform; whiclow strong
soever, is nothing else but clear water mi x¢
contrary, in this our Unctuous Spirit distilled, there is no Phlegmatick aquosity found at all.
But this thing being rare in our Parts, as well as o@muntries,Guido Montanortherefore
the Grecian Philosopher found out another unctuous humidity, which swims upon other
Liquor s, which humidity proceeds fRayowund, Wi ne;
Arnold, and some other Philosophers, but howighthbe obtained, said not.




O tortas adeo mentes! assuetaque falli

Artificum vario rerum per inania ductu

Pectora! cum duris quid mollia vina metallis?

Apta epulis, atque apta bibi suavissima vina?

Hic tamen expressam prilis torquentibns
Accipit, & phialee postrema in parte reponit,

Cujus in extremo rostrum connectitur ore, etc.

Thus facetiously sings the Poet and Ag@pigurellus, Lib. 2. Chrys. pag. 206. Vol 3. Th.
Chym.

2. That you take not any Oyl, though an hundred times rectified, instead gbithieoS
Philosophical Wine; for all oyly matters, whether distilled or expressed, natural or artificial,
alone, but much more mixt with other things, Al&alies, Acids etc. do by distilling,
digesting, etc. in Bath, Dung, Vapor, etc. become thick, ypitgha, at length dry, insipid,
black as a Coal, and sometimes like a Tyle, capable of being made red hot; which is a
manifest sign, that they want rather a Dissolvent, than are themselves Dissolvents.

3. It is necessary to observe thae Spirit ofPhilosofical Wineappears in two forms
either like an Oyl swimming upon all Liqugrsr like the Spirit ofCommon Wine(to the
Nature of which it comes sometimes nearer, and therefore doth from the Analogy borrow its
Name) not swimming upon watery Liquors, bukilbple with them and its own Phlegm; yet
separable by simple Distillation, it easily by this means leaving its Phlegms behind it; but if
being rectified, and kindled, it burns wholly away, it affords us the common sign of perfect
rectification of the commoSpirit, but however, they are not two, but one only Spirit, differing
in degree of purity and subtilty. Which to prove, is not necessary, examples being obvious to
us in almost every Description of thlegetable Menstruums

4. Lastly, Distinction must be nte between the first and seco8gdirit of Philosophical
Wine, Father and Son. The first doth in its preparation requiedorem Sophirethe most
secret, difficult and dangerous work of all true Chymistry. The second is easily made with the
former Spirit acording to the Rule of perfect ChymistAn Essence makes an Essence, a
Magistery a MagisteryDiffer they do in Order, not in Nature, they are both of one Virtue,
though of different preparation: for this, as hath been lately said, is of a more dadief &
more difficult preparation. Essences they are both, the former artificial, the other natural, in
Medicines therefore unequal, though alike in ChymistryMasstruums but they are easily
distinguished one from the other by their Epith&tse first hath these more general Names in
the Latine Tonguekssentia Vini, Alcool Vini, Mercurius Vini, Vinum Vitee, Vinum Salutis,
Aqua Vitee, Aqua ardens, Vinum adustum, Vinum sublima&ioa Examples of which you
will have in these and the like Receipiskebeaten Gold, and let it be resolved into Liquor
by the Essence of Wine; ParacafsDescript. Auri. Diaphoret. Lib. 3. de male curafi\ake
Flints, and dissolve them in tliessence of Winas Salt in Wateretc.Paracelsin Descript.
Essent i icapsl8. da MombisnTartar. pag. 32Vake theCrocusof Sol,and theAlcool
of Wine,correctedetc.Paracels i n Tinct , Croci S o [TheAlgool | i b .
of Wineexiccated or corrected, isaith Paracelsusyhen the superfluity of the e is taken
away, and th&inum ardengsemains dryand dephlegmed, without fatness, leaving no Feeces
in the Vesselpag. 507 But as to this, you will have many more Examples, especially in the
following Book of Medicines.

The SecondSpirit of Philosophial Wine hath its Sirnames annexed to these more general
Names indicating the radix of its Original, of which the following Receipts may be for
Examples Take the Leaves @&ol four scruples, of thélcool of Winedrawn from a Pine,
from Balm, ana. etc. Pacels.in descript. Balsami Solis, pag. 90. Chyr. majdrhe
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Extraction of Mummy is made by mixing it with tlessence of Wingrawn from Celandine,

etc. Paracin descript: Tincturee Mumige, cap. 10ib. 3. de Vitalong. pag. 65Take the
Essence of Windrawn from Celandine, Mercury &aturn etc. Paraceld.ib. 8. cap. 10. de
Tumoribus, Pustulisetc.pag. 138. Chyr. major. In these and the like Receipts he does by the
Alcool of Wine, drawn from thePine, Balm, Celandine, etenean the second Spirit of
Philosophical Winepr the Essence of those things made with the former Spirit, which also is
proved out of the fifth Chapter of the third Book of long Life, pag. 63. Wrerecelsusalls

the Essences of Herbs tRéxir of Life, or the Wine of Health made from this or that Herb
which (he saith) will be manifested in the example of Balm. Digest Bamtl{ the first Spirit

of Philosophical Winga Philosophical Month in an Athanar, then separate so, as that the
duplicated Elements may appear apart, aedQhintessence, which is tBdixir of Life, will
presently shew itself, iNepithasharp, inLoliumyellow, in Tinciumblackish, inLupulusthin

and white, inCuscutah ar s h, in others |ikewise to be
Experience. Moreovethat Spirit being extracted, and separated from the other, behold the
Wine of Health Essence of Baljrin which the Pseud®hilosophers have earnestly laboured
some Ages, yet never acquired any thing. And a good part of them that folRayaadund
(intendng to follow him according to the Letter, understanding Wine red or yvéitetied
some Butts of Wine in extracting the Quintessence of Wine, but found nothing at all but burnt
Wine, which they unhappily used for the Spirit of Wine: sufficient it is teehthus
admonished th8pagyrist which way the Quintessence may be had in Herbs.

This twofold, the first as well as second Spirit of Wine may be made not only out of the
Vegetable, but the Animal Kingdom also. So is it read oAthe Viteeand Phlegm othe
Wine of Urine, in the 16th. Experimentlaflly, and in ParamiroParacelsipag. 57.Many
have diligently laboured to find in man his own Healgua vitee, Lapis Philosophorum,
Arcanum, Balsamum, Aurum potabilend the like. Which they did rightlypf all those
things are in him, as also in the external wod.also hath he a description of the Liquor of
Flesh, pag. 505Take of the Liquor of Flesh six ounces, of Mummy, étere by Liquor he
means the Wine of Flesh, which is provedPhyacelsusimself; sayingWhere and according
to this it is to be noted, that the Wine of Balm is a Secret in an Asthma: Here also it is to be
observed, that bifulmonarig not the Herb, but the Liquor, that is, the Wine of it hath place
in this Cure:In which words the Liquor and Wine d?ulmonariaare synonimous. So in Lib.

8 de Tumoribus, cap. 3. By theyuor of HermodactilsAnd cap. 9. By theiquor of Balm;

and lib. 9 cap. 4. By theiquor ParthenionAnd cap. 5. By theiquor of Bdellium, etc.The

Wines orEssences of them all ought to be understood. Though neither the first nor second
Spirit can be produced out of the dry Kingdom of Mine(there are indeed some purely
Oyly, asOleum Petree, Naphthae, Carbonum fostilium Succini, Agathisybich are repted
Members of this Kingdom, the Oleosity of which notwithstanding differs so little from the
Unctuosity of Vegetables and Animals, that scarce deserve to be called Subject$ yieereof
for the same reason that the Essences and Liquors of Vegetableallatk Wines, is an
Essence of the Mineral Kingdom, sometimes also called the Liquor and Wine of Minerals; so
the Liquor orEssence of Vitriol or Copper is call&line of the first MetalCap. 12. Lib. 3.

de Vita longa, pag. 65.

Being now instructed by theght of these Premises, let us come nearer to the Spirit of
Wine ofLully; which we shall find like an Oyl swimming upon its Phlegms, deduced not from
the Common, but PhilosophicAfjua vitaeby Circulation: But all other Essences being made
by the help ofome certain Essence, this first Essence of Wine alone must by its own virtues
emerge its self out of its own faeculencies and impurities: In this respect the making of
Philosophical Winergd or whitg renders the work of all the most secret Chymistrytmos
difficult and abstruse; of which we shall by the Blessing of)@t&hrly and truly treat in a
particular Book; namely our FifthOur purpose at present is to prosecute the Use of this




Wine in the making dMenstruumswhere we findAqua viteethe first and weakest of all
Menstruums which, being by circulation alone reduced into an Oyl, is made much more
excellent than beford. u | IRgcéif is clear enough; yet however we thought it advisable to
confirm at least, if not illustrate it with the Receiptsother AdeptsJohannes de Rupescissa,

a Scholar ofLully, had so great an esteem for the fi
Essencethat he made it his own with a little alteration: He hath described the Spirit of
Philosophical Winafter this maner:

2. The Essence, Soul or Spirit of Winedathannes de Rupescissascribed Chap. 5. of
his Book de Quintessentia.

Repute me not a Liar, in callingqua ardensa Quintessence, and saying that none of the
modern Philosophers and Physicians have atlaimét, Aqua ardenseing commonly found
everywhere; for | spoke true of a certain: for the Magistery of a Quintessence is a thing occult,
and | have not seen above one, and him a most approved Divine, that understood any thing of
the Secret and Magisteof it: And | affirm for a truth, that the Quintessencé\gua ardens
and isAgqua ardensAnd may the God of Heaven put prudence in the heart of Evangelical
Men, for whom | compose this Book, not to communicate this Venerable Secret of God to the
Reprob&es: Behold now | open the Truth to you. Take not Wine too watry, nor Wine that is
black, earthy, insipid, but noble, pleasant, savoury, and odoriferous Wine, the best that can be
found, and distil it through cooling pipes so oft, till you have made teeAmgia ardens/ou
can; that is, you distil if from three to seven times; and this isAthea ardenswhich the
modern Physicians have not acquired. This water is the Matter out of which the Quintessence
which we intend principally in this Book, is extradt because when you have your noble
water, you must cause such a Destillatory to be made in a-@ksss Furnace, all entire of
one piece, with one only hole above, by which the water must be put in and drawn out; for
then you shall see the Instrument@mpleatly formed, that, that by which by the virtue of
Fire ascends, and is distilled into the Vessel through the Pipes, may be again carried back, in
order to ascend again, and again descend continually day and night,Aljuherdende by
the will of God above, converted into a Quintessence; and the understanding of the Operation
is in this; becanse the be&tua ardenghat can be made, hath yet a material mixture of the
four Elements; therefore it is by God ordained that the Quintessence whideek for,
should be by continual Ascensions and Descensions separated from the corruptible
composition of the four Elements; and this is done, because that which is a second time or
oftener sublimed, is more pure and glorified, and separated from thegtian of the four
Elements, than when it ascends only one time, and so to a thousand times, and that which is
by continual ascent and descent sublimed, comes at length to so great an altitude of
Glorification, as to be almost an incorruptible Compousd;iaaven it self, and of the Nature
of Heaven; it is therefore called Quintessence, because it is in reference to our Body as the
Heavens in respect to the whole World, almost after the same manner, so far as Art can
imitate Nature, in a near and connatwiailitude.

Circular Distillation therefore being for many days made in a Vessel of Circulation, you
must open the hole which is in the head of
seal 6d wi t h Lutum Sapiantizecomgpaliededoof thfinest Flower and the White

rs

t

of an Egg, and of wet Paper most <carefully

And having opened the Hole, if the Odour (which ought to be saghmirable, above all the
Fragrancies of the World) which shall seémhave descended as it were from the sublime
Throne of the most glorious God, be so great, that setting the Vessel in a corner of a house, it
shall by an invisible force with the fragrancy of the Quintessence (which is wonderful and
highly miraculous) atact to it self all people that enter in, then have you the Quintessence



which you heard of; to which none of the modern Philosophers and Physicians (except him
that | excepted before) have so far as | have been able to understand, attained. Butdf you fin
not the Odour and Influence of attracting men, as | said, seal the Vessel as before, and bring it
to the heat above described, in order to compass your desire by Sublimations and
Circulations; namely, in finding out this Quintessence so glorified, imoGaour of
inestimable fragrancy and favour glorified to a wonder, and the influx of attraction before
expressed; and not only so as to yield a wonderful Scent, but also to raise it self more fully to
a kind of incorruptibility, it hath not that heat inwomouth whichAqua ardensath, nor the
moistness, that is, such an Aqueity flowing; because the acute heatojuh@rdensand its

watery moistness is by Sublimations and Circulations wholly consumed, and the Terreity will
remain apart in the bottor&nd the Heaven as well as Stars, of which this our Quintessence

iIs compounded both as to Matter and Form, are not as that which is compounded of the four
El ement s; but there is but Ilittle of it glor
aform, that the power of Matter cannot aspire to any other Form, and so remains uncorrupted,
till the Composition be destroyed by command of the Creator: Nor is the Quintessence which
we seek, altogether reduced to the incorruption of Heaven; as neithéregual to Nature:

yet notwithstanding it is incorruptible in respect of the Composition made of the four
Elements, because should it be altogether incorruptible, as Heaven, it would absolutely
perpetuate our Body; which the Author of Nature, the Lexsug Christ forbids. Now have |
opened to you much of the Secret, to the Glory of the immortal God.

Paracelsus extracts his EssencePilosophical Winenot out ofAqua ardensbut out of
Philosophical Winet self. Thus;

3. The Spirit of Wine oParacelss.
Described, Chap. 9. of the Third Book of Long Life, pag. 64.

Your Wine being powred into a Pelican, digest in Horsedung, and that the space of two
Months continually, you will see it so thin and pure, that a Fatwvdsieh is the Spirit of

Wine will of it self appear in the superficies. Whatsoever is under this is Phlegm, without any
nature of Wine; but the Fatness alone being put into a Phial, and digested by it self, is of most
excellent energy for long Life.

Guidoused the following Method, litti#iffering from theParacelsian.

4. The Essence of Wine accordingGoaido
Described, Pag. I. Thesaur. Chym.

Take White or Red Wine, which is better, distil Balneotill the Matter remain in the
consistence of Honey, which being divided into two partsduo@icated Cucurbit, mix with

the distilled Liquor, and joyn together again, and after the digestion of six weeks, a green Oyl
will swim upon the Matter; which separate through a Funnel.

From the Receipts, we think these Things following worthy of Olagienv.

1. That the Wine, Red or White, is not Common, but Philosophical, and that is the only
thing that is obscure in these four Books; to be understood not according to the Letter, but by
Analogy: butAqua ardens, Aqua vitee, Spior Essenceof a Philosognical Wine are the
properNamesof it.



2. That the Aqua ardensof Philosophical Winedoth in some things agree with the
Properties ofCommon Spirit of Wingnamely, it goes before its Phlegm in distillation: it is
rectified as theCommon from its Phlegm. Ldly, being rectified, it is known by burning
Linnen, Sugar, etc.

3. That thisAqua ardengloth by Circulation dayly lose its moisture and sharpness; and
is at length converted into a swimming Oyl the Essence and Sghfitilotophical WineBut
who ever redoed Common Spirit of Winepr Aqua Vitis, by bare Circulation into an Oyl?

Who, | say, hath by continual Circulation brought that Oyl to Driness; so as to be
sublimeable as a volatile Salt, and that not but by a strong Firesaasusaffirms himself to

have experienced, in the Description of his Vegetable Stone? Of which lower in the Third
Book.

4. That theOyl, or Essence of Wineay be divers ways made ouRdfilosophical Wine

5. That not only the Time, but also the Scent, Colour, etc oE#senceare vatied
according to the variety of Method: The Essencé&uwly is like Heaven, that is, of a Sky
colour; the Oyl ofGuidois green.

6. That it hath not a Scent so fragrant, unless it hath a Body (especially a Metallick or
Mineral) dissolved in it.

7. That this Heaen, the first of alMenstruumsis also a Medicine; and is called the
Essencer Specifickto a long Life.

8. That itis called Heaven for several Reasons by .

First, Because it works Contraries, like Heav@ur VegetabldMenstruumsaithLully, the
Celestial Animal whichisc al | 6 d Q upreservessFesh rfrone corruption, comforts
things elemented, restores former Youth, vivifies the Spirit, digests the crude, hardeneth the
soft, rarefies the hard, fattens the lean, wasteth the fat, coolstthieehts the cold, dries the
moist, moistens also the dr@ne and the same thing can do contrary operatibims Act of
one thing is diversified according to the nature of the Receiver; as the heat of the Sun, which
hath contrary operations; as in dryi@tay, and melting Wax: yet the Act of the Sun is one in
it self, and not contrary to it self.

SecondlyBecause like Heaven it receives the Forms of all Thiagghe universal Form
(the Macrocosmical Heavgnhath an appetite to every Form, so the Qus#rse ¢f
Philosophical Wing to every Complexion; whereby it is evidently manifest, that the
Quintessence of things is said to be of that complexion to which it is adjoyned; if joyned to
hot, hot; if to cold, cold, etc. This therefore the Philosophereddlieaven; because as
Heaven affords us sometimes heat, sometimes moisture, etc so the Quintessence in mens
Bodi es at t he AbDistinctslt LibsEssentiala this Hemaven veetapply its
Stars which are Plants, Stones and Metals, to comoata to us Life and Healtlhid.

Thirdly, Because like Heaven it moveth all things from power toTdetrefore Heaven or
our Mercuryis the Cause and Principle moving C (C) (Metals) from power to act: And in this
point knows the understanding of an Attithat D ¢ur Heavei hath action upon C, and (C)
ruling and governing, and reducing it into action; as Heaven brings that which is in Elemental
things, by its own motion into action, etc. For we call it Heaven, by reason of its motion;
because as the per Heaven moves the universal Form, and first Matter, and Elements, and
Senses, to compound Elemented Individuals; so D moves C, and (C) and the four Elements to
M, (the Sulphur of Nature, or Philosophers Merguoy to Q the Tincturg Distinct. 3. de
quarto principio Libri Essentiee.

4. Because like Heaven, it is incorruptibléqua vitads the Soul and Life of Bodies, by
which our Stone is vivified; therefore we call it Heaven, and Quintessence, and incombustible
Oyl, and by its infinite other Names, becaus is incorruptible almost, as Heaven, in the
continual circulation of its motiorpag. 145. Elucid. Testam.




5. Because it is of the colour and clarity of Heavideaven or ouMercuryis the fourth
Principle in this Art and is signified by D, of an azueelour and line, and is signified by that
colour, because it is celestial, and of a celestial Nature, as we said before in the description of
it, Dist. 3. Lib. Essentiee.

This Essencdohannes de Rupescigsdls Humane Heaverfor the following Reasons

We ought to seek that thing which is to the four Qualities of which our Body is
compounded, as in Heaven in respect of the four Elements: Now the Philosophers called
Heaven Quintessence in respect of the four Elements, because Heaven is in it self
incorrugible and immutable, and not receiving strange impressions, but by the command of
God; so also, the thing which we seek, is in respect of the four Qualities of our Body, a
Quintessence, in it self incorruptible so made, not hot dry with Fire, nor motstwatii
Water, nor hot moist with Ayr, nor cold dry with Earth; but it is a Quintessence able to work
Contraries, as the incorruptible Heaven; which, when it is necessary, infuseth a moist Quality,
sometimes a hot, sometimes a cold, sometimes a dry: SuRad of Life is the
Quintessence, which the most High created in Nature, with power to supply the necessity of
the Body to the utmost term which God hath appointed to our Life: And | said that the most
High created the Quintessence, which is by the Aman extracted from the Body of Nature,
created by God: And | will name it by its three Names attributed to it by the Philosophers: It
is calledAqua ardensAnimag or Spiritus Vinj andAqua Vitee And when you have a mind to
conceal it, call it Quintessea; because this is its Nature, and this is its Name, the greatest
Philosophers have been willing to disclose taman, but caused the Truth to be buried with
them: And that it is not moist as the Element of Water, is demonstrated, because it burns;
which is a thing repugnant to Elementary Water. That it is not hot and moist as Ayr, is
declared, because dry Ayr may be corrupted with every thing, as appears in the generation of
Spiders; but that remains always uncorrupt if it be kept from expiring. Tlsahdt dry and
cold as Earth, is expressly manifest, because it is exceeding sharp, and heats extreamly: And
that it is not hot and dry as Fire, is apparent to the Eye, because it infrigidates hot things, and
wastes and eradicates hot Diseases. That dum@th to incorruptibility, and preserves from
corruptibility, 1 will demonstrate by an Experiment; for if any Bird, whatsoever, or piece of
Flesh, or Fish be put into it, it will not be corrupted so long, as it shall continue therein; how
much more will 1 therefore keep the animated and living Flesh of our Body from all
corruption? This Quintessence is the humane Heaven, which the most High created for the
preservation of the four Qualities of mans Body as Heaven, for the preservation of the whole
Universe. And know of a certain, that the modern Philosophers and Physicians are altogether
ignorant of this Quintessence, and of the truth and virtue thereof: But by the help of God |
will hereafter declare to you the Magistery of it. And hitherto | have tayminta Secret, the
Quintessence, that is, the humane Hea@amp, 2. Lib. Essentize.

9. Lastly, That many Receipts more obscure, and otherwise intelligible by no man, are by
these illustrated.

The SecondIND

Simple Vegetabl®enstruumsnade of the Spirit d?hilosophical Wingand the

hottest Vegetables, Herbs, Flowers, Roots etc. being Oyly.
5. The Anima Metallica, or Lunaria Ci
Described in Composit. Animae Transmut. pag. 193. Vol. 3. Theat. Chym.



First you must know, that the Matter of our Stooe of all the Stones of the Philosophers,
together with Precious Stones, which are generated or compounded by Art, is this Metallick
Soul, and ouMenstruumr ect i f y 6 d a n dunaiz Qaaitaevdich ansong thte h e
Philosophers is callefegetable Mecury, produced from Wine red or white, as is clearly
manifest, being revealed to us by God, in Bigura Individuorum, Distinct3. Libri Quint.
Essent. etc.

But first, it is expedient to draw oMenstruumby Art from Death, that is, the Impurities
and Phlegm of Wine, by the Office of an Alembick, and to acuate it in distillation with
pertinent Vegetables; such as &gium Sylvestre, Squilla, Solatrum, Carduus, Oliandrum,
Piper nigrum, Euphorbium, Viticellar Flammulg andPyrethrum an equal quantitef all,
and pulverized. Then thdenstruummust be circulated continually for the space of ten days
in hot Dung, oBalneo Mariee.

Annotations.

The Unctuous Spirit d?hilosophical Winattracts none but the Unctious natural Essences of
Vegetables, as wshall observe below in the Book of Medecines. Essences being thus
extracted, as also all other Oyly things, crude or expressed, and all distilled of both
Kingdoms, Animal and Vegetable, this Spirit of Wine doth by simple digestion divide into two
distinct parts, two Oyls or Fats, whereof one is the Essence of the thing, the other the Body:
The Essence so made we namedStaeond Spirit of WineBoth Essences, this by Division,

and that by Extraction prepared, are by longer digestion made one with theaadfo8gsrit of

Wine. For those things which are of one and the same purity, and of a symbolical nature, are
easily mixb6d together, and that inseparably,
to that Essence. And if we protract Digestion further of the Fats, namely, the Body less
Oyly, and therefore left hitherto, is at length received also into a symbolical Nature, by
reason of which mixtion, not only is the Spirit multiplied, but also made fitter for the
Dissolutions of dry things, becausestPRarticles of this Body less Oyly incline to dryness;
concerning which way we treat, in this Receipt, in the Prescription of which, the Oyl drawn
out of Oyly Vegetables, is by distillation together with the SpiriPlafosophical Wing
circulated into aMagistery (or double Essence, Natural and Atrtificial; of which, lower in its
place) by which the Spirit of Wine is multiplied, and made more homogeneous to dry Bodies.
There is the same Menstruum, but a little otherwise described in his Natural Magick. pag
358. thus;Take Nigrum nigrius Nigro and distil ten or eight parts of the same in a Glass
Vessel, and in the first distillation you must receive only one half; this again distil, and hereof
take a fourth part; and the third distillation you must taka manner all, and so distil that

part eight or nine times, and it will be perfect, but not rectified under one and twenty
Distillations. Take of this Water a quarter of a pound, and acuate the same by distilling it with
Vegetables, which arApium Sylvese; and so of the rest, of which was spoken above in
Anima Transmutationis, in the Chapter which begins, First you must knownet¢hen put

it into a Vessel of Circulation in hot dung, or in the remains of a Wiess with the
preservation of the Spes. Which water is also one of the things without which nothing can
be effected in the Magistery of this Art.

That Menstruumwhich ought to be drawn from the Death of Wine by the Office of an
Alembick, acuated with the said Vegetables, and at length laliec is the Spirit of
Philosophical Winewhich is by these degrees so exalted, as to heilby deservedly called
the Matter of all the Stones of the Philosophers, and vertuous Stbatss, Precious Stongs
Animal Metallica,andL un ar i a which &lso ¢sacalledvegetable Mercurydeduced
from Wine red or white.



The Matter of which thidenstruumis made, is called Wine in the former Receipt: the
Menstruummust be extracted from the Death of Wine: But in the latter it is ciligdum
nigrius Nigo. To these twa.ully adds a third synonymous, pag. 1. Test. novisSiake red
Wine, which we call the.iquor of Lunaria andNigrum nigrius Nigro By which synonimous
Terms none but a Fool can understaBdmmon Wine;for the common Spirit herefrom
distilled, is altogether insufficient to perform such and so great things; yea, alrt@aums
of the more secret Chymy, which we are solicitous to describe, would be prostituted to all
men, were this one only Word literally understood: by Wine therefore eiantma
Philosophical Secret hidden from all the unexpert.

It is expedient to draw from the Death of Wine, by the Office of an Alemthek,is, we
must rectifie so often till it become most pure, without the Feeces and Phlegm of Wine, which
is by Lully called the Death of the Spiritt is (saith hg purged from all its Superfluity, and
Phlegmatick corruptible matter, which is its Death, and which mortifies its Spirit, which hath
the power of vivifying its Earth; let therefore the corruptible Phlegm beepluagd separated
from it by a subtil method, which | will tell you: For what reason? because if it be not well
purged, its Earth will never become white, nor will Matrimony be made between the Body
and Spirit; and so t haStoneldppenoriac i s call 6d t he

The Method of Rectification omitted in the former Receipt, is described in the latter, as
also in Epistola accurtatoria This Rectification ofPhilosophical Wine Sendivogious
understood not, as appears by the Sixth of his Epistlex. B& Martii 1646. Where thus:
The second Article iy Companion of the Pagesianwork, endeavours to repeat the
mysterious way of extracting and preparikigrcury, more than needed, the Authority of
Lully being misunderstood, and the Precepts of othdo$tihers ill applied, he commanding
the tenth part of hidagnesiafirst ascending by distillation to be saved, as the only useful,
and truly Mercurial substance; but the other nine parts proceeding by continuance of
distillation, to be cast away as of nse, to this end, that the said tenth part reserved, might at
length be restored to the Earth remaining after compleat distillation, (which Earth is foolishly
supposed to be the Salt and SulphuMefcury) and by repeated cohobations, inhumations,
digestons and sublimations described by him, united; but it is a grievous Error, for that which
Authors declare concerning the tenth part containing the Spirit, and of inhumations in its own
Earth, is otherwise referred than to the extraction and preparatidteraiury, as shall be
elsewhere in time demonstrated; nor for the said extraction and preparatiberaofry is
there any Rule to be used besides the bare distillivgaginesia whereby the Spirit and Oyl
are together elevated to a Siccity even offbEes and separation of the Spirit from the Oy,
and rectification of the same Spirit oftentimes repeated: But these things we will in their
proper place more amply treat of in the Method of operating.

Parisinusa Disciple ofLully, will correct Sendivogiuswho learnt ofLully to rectifie his
Spirit of Philosophical Winafter this manner.

Take A Chaos, our Vegetabl®lercury,in which the four Elements are found confused,
pag. 271. Vol. Sext. Theat. Chyrand put it in a Vessel to be distilled through Balneo,
pag. 276) and in this temperate distillation gather its Belestial ardent Spirit, pag. 269
continue that distillation this way and method till you attain to the Signs declared in our
Apertorial, and till you know that the said B. is dissolvad separated from its Elemental
Nature, continuing this Magistery even to the fourth Revolution: Then put this Celestial fiery
Matter into a pure Vessel, and distil slowly with ordinary fire, and take only a tenth part; in
the second distillation take fablnd in the third, two parts of three; and in the fourth, take
four parts of five, and more: Then take that last Celestial Water, and distil it three or four
times by the Rule abovesaid, taking the whole without any separation appointed. This
observe, ath admire the necessity of this Mystery and Foundation, and you will understand
the reason why dull and ignorant men make the worst Bread with the finest and purest




Flower, because they mix the course part with the fine: The same thing happens to
presumptuas Artists, who perswade themselves that they are able to find out the beauty of
our Quintessence with the exuberated Spirit negligently purified, without an exact separation
of the pure from the impuia Elucid. pag. 230. Vol 6. Theatri Chym.

Which may otwithstanding of rectification so exactly to observe, there seems to me to be
no necessity; rectification of the Spirit being good enough, which way soever done, either
with fewer or more cohobations, provided it be separated from the impurities of tiee Wi
which you will know gaith Lully) when it burns a piece of Linnen by reason of its vehement
heat,that is, as elsewhere more clearly, till a Linnen Cloth moistened with this Spirit, and
kindled, be wholly consumed. This rectified Spirit is in disgllisharpened with the oyly
Vegetables nominated in the Receipt, the Oyls of which, being nearest to it, it easily carrieth
with it, and is impregnated with the same, and acuated by the aridity contained in them: Yet
are we not obliged to use these Vegedalinly, and no other, or is it necessary to mix all of
them together, as if one or two would not suffice. The Oyl of any Vegetable, or drawn out of a
Vegetable with the help of the Spirit Pfillosophical Winepr already made, and added to
the Spirit of Philosophical Winewill here satisfie us. | will give one form or other in
confirmation of this kind dlenstruumspf which sort is,

6. The Aqua Vitee of Paracelsus
Pag. 508. Tom. 1.

Take of theAlcool of Wineexsiccated three pounds, of the Flowers ofdRtary, Macis,
Lavender, of each half an ounce; of Cubebs, Cloves, Cinamon, of each two ounces; of
Mastick, half an ounce; of both sorts of Storax, half a dram of each; of Doronicum, three
ounces; and cohobate seven times.

The following Use besides tiAdcool of Wine exsiccated, testifies, that this Water is made
with the Spirit ofPhilosophical Wine. Take of the Leaves of Gold, Num. 20. of Pearls not
perforated, Granats, Rubies, of each half a drachm; digest for a Month: Then take of this Oyl
three or fourgrains with Malago wine, or the water of Majoram or Sages Menstruumis
Vinum Essatum or Essentificatum, or Spirit Rifilosophical Wineimpregnated with the
Essences of the Oyly Ingredients, with wHaracelsuslissolves Gold and Precious Stones
into a most noble Oyl or Elixir, which he says is a Secret against the superfluity of Womens
Menstruums.The Description of this Water being clear, requires no other Light: | will
therefore propose another Receipt more obscure.

7. Another Aqua Vitee of Paracelsu
Pag. 115. Chyr. Min.

Take of the waters of Melissa, Roses, Cheirus, Sage, Balsamus, of each one pound: of all the
Peppers, Cubebs, Ginger, Cinamon, Mastick, red Myrrh, Mace, Cloves, of each two ounces;
of the Juyce of H o n e yAgua Wigel five pmundo betithedn;be all f rec
digested together for the space of nine days, and after that separated, and distilled in a Pelican
into a Spirit. Then to this Liquor add an Apple roasted and broken, and let them be digested
together with the followig Spices upon Ashes for three days; of which take five grains every

day. The Spices are thes€ake of Cinamon, Cloves, Mace, of each two ounces; of Cheirus,
Anthos, of each half an ounce; of Amber, two drachms; of Musk, five grains; of Zibeth, half a
drachm; of Ginger, Cubebs, Nutmegs, of each one ounce and half; of Amomus, two drachms;

of Zedoary, two ounces and half; of Grains of Paradise, one ounce and half. After Digestion

of them all, separate, and keep the Matter i



From the Dose it self of this Prescription, it is manifest that the operation is meerly
Philosophicaljfor if by Aqua vitaeehe would have understood t@®mmon Spirit of Wineit
would be altogether ridiculous to give only five grains for a Dose. We niieimany more
Menstruumsof this kind, which little differing from the pristine Nature of the Spirit of
Philosophical Winewere less observed by somédepts;whereforeChristophorus Parisinus,
a NobleSicilian, doth not very much commend this acuatiorthef Spirit of Philosophical
Wine. Somegaith hg have madetlie aforesaid Spirjtacute withVitriol, which way is very
good; some wittNitre; some withCinnabar, some with these two, some with all three; some
with their Earth, which way displeaseth mechuse a thick Unctuosity and ponderosity was
hereby introduced; some uSegetablesas Herbs, Roots, Flowers, and Seeds known to you,
which have strongMegetablg Mercuries in them; wherefore they that handled it after this
manner, augmented rather N&egetable Form Unctuosity than that they made it more
soluble. Parasinus in Elucidario, pag. 23Nol. 6. Theat. Chym. For this reasoRipley
following the same Master &arasinusbelieved these things to be covered with a Mantel of
Philosophy; forsthe wr it es i n hi s Me dsaith,lit augh®tb beld@awno p hi 1
out from the Death and Faeces of Wine for the space of one hundred and twenty days, by
continual rotation, in a Balneo of the hottest Dung, and that it must be acuated with hot
Vegetble things, a®iper nigrum, Euphorbium, Pyrethrum, Anacardus, Squilla, Solatrum,
Apium Sylvestreand such like; fowithout the virtue of these things, as he saith, it is not
sufficient to dissolve Metals, except in a long tirbat that nothing of doubor ambiguity
may appeatr, | say, that all these things are covered and shrouded with a Philosophical Mantle:
For his meaning is, that in this Spirit may be had another resoMérestruum because
without such a resolutivdVienstruum Solution can never benade: And that resoluble
Menstruumis generated only from the Metallick kind, and is by our resolutleaistruum
produced into actRipley, pag. 168. Medul. PhiloRipley did by the resolubléenstruum
produced into act by th&lenstruumresolutive (that is, the Spirit ofPhilosophical Wine)
mean a certain Mercurial Water; of the Preparation of which lower: where likewiswvill
appear that by the aforesaid Vegetabiapley thoughtLully intended runningVercury; yet
nevertheless his followingenstruumproves, that these Vegetables have been sometimes also
taken by him literally.

8. The Aqua Vitee dRipley.
Pag. 338. Viatici.

The Menstruunbeing distilled from the first Faeces, circulate it with the hottest Species, such
as areBlack Pepper, Euphorbiun®yrethrum, Anacardus, Grains of Paradised the like,

for the space of 100 days in Balneo; and after that, distil only half of it, and make your
putrefaction with it, etc.

It is here manifest thaRipley took theseVegetables,Not Argent vive, because,
Circulation being finished, he distilled only one half of the Spirit, as the most subtil part of the
Vegetables;in which case that Meta(Mercury) though dissolved, would remain in the
bottom. But whereakully acuates the Spirit by distilling, and thenatilates; Ripley does
this by circulating, and after that distils. To thdgqua Vitee he sometimes adds Oyls, or
Essences either ddetalsor Vegetablesas followeth;

9. The Compounded Aqua Vitee Bipley,
Pag. 343. Viatici.

Circulate the strongest red Windgth known Vegetables, for the space of 120 days, with
continual Rotation in Balneo, and then draw only the purest Spirit by distillation; to which put



the Oyl of the puredtuna, made without a Corrosive; and let them be circulated together 100
days more and then is the Water of the nature of Besilisk because as Rasiliskkills a
man at an instant by the Aspect alone, so this Water being putAugent vivedoes without
any other Fire, suddenly in a manner congeal it into the purest Silver: Aadiinthe Fire
(Oyl or Essenceof Celandine be put in, or the Fire of the Flowers of Thyme, after the first
Circulation, and they circulated together without the OyLoha the Argent vivewill be
much better congealed, efut that which begets theeagnter scruple, is the Paraphrase of
Lully himself upon this placéVe,saith he would not have you ignorant that you may extract
our Argent vive(Veget) from its Myne another way: The way (my Son) is to take the Herb
which is calledPortulaca marina, Ajum, Squilla etc distil the Feeces which remain calcine,
draw off the Salt with the distilled water, and abstract the water from it, purifie the Salt by
often dissolving and coagulating, and you will have the Salt of the acuating Vegetable Herbs:
These ¢ath he | meant, when | said, acuate with acuating Vegetables, that is, the Salts, not
the simple HerbswWherefore you might say, it follows, that this Receipt of the Metallick Soul
hath not at all been described, so as to be understood according tot¢hnal [Sense, but |
have my Answer ready, namely, thatly acuated the Spirit of Wine with crude Vegetables
also, it is easily proved by the third Distinction of his Book of Essencesigara
individuorum, alledgedby him, where he rehearseth the neaiestividuals, acuating the
Spirit of Philosophical Wineas arered Wine, new Honey, Celandine, Flowers of Rosemary,
Herb Mercury, red Lilly, Tartar, Mans Blood, and white WiWghy he chose these, not
others, and these only, it is not my business to anshet which we learn from thence is,
that he commended two of those Individuals to us before thel eetirand Honey,of which
thus. There are some Individuals, in which Mercukfefetables hath a free Act in some
respect, inTartar it hath one fremperation only, and ifloneytwo, and this an Artist ought
to know, that he may be certified in this Art, and the first Truth ther®fprefersTartar,not
for the sake of th&artar,but theAlkali made from thence, and that he resolves as the best of
Alkalies per deliguiumand circulates it being purified with the Spirit Bhilosophical Wine,
according to the Doctrine prescribeth prima Tabula individuorum,in the second
Experiment,and in other places. Thalkali of Tartar may be supplied with th&lkalies of
Honey, Celandinegand the rest of the Individuals namedlayly, with which theAdeptsdid
also sometimes acuate their Spirit of Wine, as shall be declared below in the Fifth Kind of
Menstruums:But these things make also against the Literaisseof our Receipt, and do
prove that the Salts of tAéegetablesnot the crude/egetablegshemselves were taken in the
Receipt. But though he made choiceTaftar, because of the strongeatkali to be from
thence prepared, yet did he not for the sas®son intimate, that Celandine, the Flowers of
Rosemary, Herb Mercury, red Lilly, and mans Blood were better than the rest, because with
these he proceeds another way; for he separates the Elements from them with the Spirit of
Philosophical Winefrom whid he takes only the Fire or Oyl, which he circulates with the
Spirit, and so acuates it, as is clearly enough evidesecunda Tabula Individuorum.

But becauséioneysurpasseth not only its own collateral Individuals, but alsoTiuearit
self(for hesaith that the Spirit of Wine ihartarhath one, but irHoneytwo free Operations
and therefore attributes his peculiar processtaney,namely, but distilling the whole Comb,
theHoneytogether with the Wax, with the SpiritBlhilosophical Winghrough an Alembick.
Now between both processesHiiney,and the rest of the Individuals our Receipt keeps a
middle station.If Honey be volatilized as to the whole substance, it becomes thereby a
Magi stery, whi ch b ePhiogophical Wimeidlds usoaMengdireumd® p i r i t
the Third kind But the Fires or Oyls of Celandine, of the Flowers of Rosemary, common
white and red Wine, etc are by separation of the Elements made with the Spirit of
Philosophical WineEssences, which being added to the §&pdit of Wine, do not alter, but
multiply it rather, because an Essence is added to an Essence, that is, the second to the first




Spirit of Philosophical Wine.But if Celandine, the Flowers of Rosemary, as also the
Vegetables of our Receipt be distilledhathe Spirit ofPhilosophical Winejt does extract

and elevate all their Unctuosity with it self, rejecting the aridity of them, being more simple,
subtil, volatile, and less loaded with dry Particles, than the Unctuosity of crude Honey; and
so being aiculated with the Spirit oPhilosophical Wineit is made indeed a Magistery, yet
more inclining to the nature of an Essence, and therefore less dry, and less altering the Spirit
of Wine, than that dfloney,and so being now deservedly united with theesfaid Spirit, it
makes aMenstruumdifferent from theMenstruumsf the Third Kind. So the Literal Sense of

our Receipt does hitherto stand unmoved. But not to derogate from the Authority of the
Author, and his own Commentataully, it is necessary to gpose, thatthe Spirit of
Philosophical Winebeing distilled upon the aforesaid Vegetables, he did sometimes out of
the remainder prepare aAlkali by calcination, and acuate his Spirit with it, and so make a
Menstruumof the Fifth Kind

From these anthe like Receipts, we observe,

1. ThatWine, Lunaria, Nigrum nigrius Nigtdhe Matter of theMenstruumof Vegetable
Mercury or Soul of Metals, is n@ommon butPhilosophical Wingnor that the Spirit of this
Wine is the Common, but Philosophiéajua ardes

2. That aMenstruumof this kind is the unctuous Spirit Bhilosophical Wineacuated,
that is, tempered with the common Unctuosity of Vegetable Ri¥sdigest, and distil any
common distilled Oyl with the Spirit Bhilosophical Wineand you will oldin a Menstruum
of the Second Kind much soongea, you will make the same in a moment, if you mix the
Essence (Spirit) d?hilosophical Winavith the Magistery of an oyly Vegetable.

3. That one oyly Vegetab(&affron or Macispf so many, is sufficient fohe acuation of
the Spirit of Philosophical Wingnor yet will you err, if you tak&@riacle which Spirit of
Triacle, made with this Spirit of Wine, will beMdenstruumof this kind.

4. That theséMenstruumsare Medecines.

5. That theseMenstruumsmade out of mer Vegetables, are properly call&kgetable
Menstruumsf hod6some which we call Vegetabl e Menst
the addition of Metals or Minerals, sometimes by Aldeptscalled Mineral Menstruumsso
Lully in the 34th Experiment, callsis Circulatum majusnade of Gold and Silver, the true
Mineral Menstruum But we distinguish them from the Minekdénstruumsbecause they are
corrosive, being prepared with the acidity of Mineral Salts. But these are most sweet, without
any Corrosive, ad do kindly dissolve things that are to be dissolved.

That a Menstruum is call éd the Soul of Met al

6. First, For perfect Metal, Gold or Silver. S&rnold in Flore Florum Philosophers call
the Soul a Ferment, becmias the Body of man can do nothing without its Ferment or Soul,
so is it in the thing propounded; for Ferment is a Substance which converts other things into
its own Nature. And you must know, there is no Ferment, eX®ej@nd Lung, that is Gold
and Slver appropriated to those Planets, etc. Ferment therefore must be introduced into the
Body, because it is the Soul thereof. This is that wMohienussaid, except you cleanse the
unclean body, and make it white, and infuse a Soul into it, you condub@agao this
Magistery.

Secondly For Metals, andother things, volatilized with @hilosophical MenstruunSo
Lully calls Gold and Silver volatilized in the preparation of HXrculatum majus,
Menstruum,or animated Spirit Take,saith he the animatedpirit of Sol and the animated
Spirit of Luna joyn them together, et&o the Tinctures of Gold and Silver volatilized by a
Menstruum,as also of imperfect Metals, are by him called Souls. So in the 20th Experiment
he hath theAnimal Waterof Saturn;in the 21st Experiment, tl&oulof Mars.Yea separating




the Elements from all things, he calls the tinged distilled Lig&msls or animated Spirits,
because by them is the dead, dry and fixed Earth again revivified, volatilized, and reduced
into a Sal harnoniack. See the Revivification of the SaltTadrtar by its own Water, in the
Volatization of it given in th8econd Experiment.

Thirdly, For Menstruumshemselves-or Menstruumsare the Souls of Metals, by which
the Metals, otherwise dead, are animated aevivified: soLully of this ourMenstruum, the
Soul of Metals,pag. 195 Comp. Anim. Transmtherwise,saith he, Metals cannot be
dissolved, unless they are animated witNWegetable Menstruunby the power of which,
Resolution is made in things resble. And in Elucid. Testam. pag. 145. Aqua vigathe Soul
and Life of Bodies, by which our Stone is vivifi€sb alsoRipleyin Libro Mercurii, pag. 108
saith, The Sperm of Metals is also called Metallidkgua Viteg because it administreth life
and heah to Metals, being sick, dead, etc.

Fourthly, For the Unctuosity as well of the MetalMenstruum Of both saithRipley, pag.

150 Medullee PhilThere is some certain Similitude of the Trinity, to be perceived in the
Body, Soul and Spiritaf our WorB. The Body is the substance of the Stone; the Spirit is the
Virtue (that is, the Quintessence which excites Natures from Death) and the Soul is to be
taken for the Ferment, which cannot be had but out of the most perfect Bott) (n

Sulphur 6f Gold;) thereis a Terrestreity for the Body, and in Merculgnstruum an aereal

serenity for the Spirit; and in both a natural Unctuosity for the Soul: For they are all
fermentable in the Unctuosity of the Body,
throughoutits most minute parts, by which Soul is the Stone formed, because nothing can be
any way formed without it.

7. That thisMenstruum is called Vegetable Mercury, produced from red or white Wine.
The Adepts have many Mercuries.

TheFirstis, Common Argent viveynning or sublimed.

The Secondis, The running Mercury of Bodies, extracted out of Metals by the Spirit of
Philosophical Wine.

A Thirdis, Any SaliAlkali, especially fixed with the Spirit of Philosophical Wine.

Lully calcines Celandine, and from thenegtracts a Salt; of which thufkepeat this
Magistery so often, till you have extracted all the Salt, which is the Mercurial Part of that
Individual (Celanding. These things therefore being done, take all thessolutions
(L i x i)wand &ansmit themhtough a Filter, or Linneloth, that they may be purged from
Terrestreity; then distilled balneocongeal, and the moisture being gone over, in the bottom
of the Vessel will remain a Mercury or Salt, of a white colour; and by this means you will
have atracted out of this Matter dercury, which hath almost innumerable Virtues of
acuating the Vegetable Spirit, drawn froRh{losophica) Wine, so as to have the power of
dissolving all Metals with the conservation of the Vegetative and Germinative Form.

In Magia Naturali, He calls Tartar calcined, and impregnateglith the Vegetable
Menstruumby being four times distilled, theasolvedper Deliguium.and coagulated by the
Name of MercuryAnd saith he pag. 379, you will have the Salt of Art, or Testaraent
Mercury, without which is nothing don&ometimes the Salt, @aput Mortuum,in the
separation of the Elements, called exanimated Earth, he calls Mercury. Bxpiné The
inanimated Earth of Urine, dissolved in Water, filired and coagulated, he kisury.
Then,saith he Keep our fixed Sal armoniack, our animal Sulphur, our fixed animal Mercury
Lay a little of which, upon a Firaotplate, and if it melt as Wax without fume, it is a sign
you haveArgent vivefixed and perfectly depurated, wheréwiou will be able to produce
many Experiments. This is that Mercury, which hath afforded us most convenient relief.

TheFourthMercury, is either Vegetable or Animaif which saithRipley in Pupilla, pag.

300. There are more Mercuries than the two absaiel (Mineral the red and green Lydn
namely, the Vegetable and Animal Mercury, because both may be extracted out of some




Liquors, as out of Blood and Eggsully Distinct. 3. Libri Essentiee in Figuris & Tabulis
Individuorum, describes the Vegetables akxdmals, in which are found these Mercuries
most readily.There is,saith he lastly this other Secret of Nature, for the Artist of this Art to
know, and really have the knowledge of the Individuals, in which our Mercury is found most
easily. Wherefore lethe Artists of this Art know, that our Mercury is found in every
Elemented Body, yet in some so remote, as to anticipate the Life of Man, before the Artist of
this Art can possess it, being extracted, as is expedient: Wherefore we do in that place reveal
those things which contain it most nearly. Of this Mercsaith Lully, Libro Mercuriorum,
pag. 8 When we say common Mercury, we speak of that which the Philosophers understand;
and when we say vulgar, we speak of that which the Rustick understadasich is sold in
Shops.WhichRipleyin the 326th pag. of his Concordance, thus expres¥étien | speak of
Mercury, understand Mercury more common than common.

The Fifth is, The Spirit ofPhilosophical Winewhich Lully in Exp. 3. calls Vegetable
Mercury. So, saith he will you have a Vegetable Salt extracted from this Individtiaingy)
which Salt is most precious, and hath the power of acuating the Vegetable Mercury, and
dissolving the two Luminaries, etc ixp. 5. Salts he prepares out of Portulacajufp
Squilla etc.with all which, saith he you may acuate the Vegetable Mercury extracted out of
Wine, either joyntly or severally; of which lower in the fifth kindMénstruums

The Sixth is, ThePhilosophical Menstruunt self, for our presentMenstruum is called
Vegetable Mercury, produced from white or red Wine.

The Seventhis, The animated Spirit or Air of every Body, in the separation of the
Elements, whicMercury being a Fire or Oyl is called Sulphiralmost all Receipts.

TheEighthis, Sal armmiack Vegetable, Animal or Minerathe Sulphur of Naturewhich
is also called our Mercury, Mercury Sublimatad Philosophers MercuryNecessary it is we
should observe these things in the following Descriptionglaistruumsexcept we would
some timesonfound the things themselves with the Names.

The Third Kind
Simple Vegetabl®lenstruumsnade of the Spirit dhilosophical Wineand
Oyly, or middle Salts, or (such as can neither be called fixed nor volatile)
hitherto calledEssential Saltssuch as ee Sugar, Honey, Tartar of Common

Wine, and other Vegetables.
10.  The Mellifluous Heaven dParisinus
In practica Elucid. p. 231. V.6. Theat. Chym.

The way of acuating this Celestial and BurningSi(it of Philosophical Wineis to take of
the Substancesedlared to you what quantity you will: But we take the Substances of Flowers
United that is, the Substance of New Honey, pag) 2889ch we put in a Vessel to distill all
the Aquosity through YEalneo Marige pag. 230Then we pour in three parts and mofd3
upon that Substance prepared after this manner; shutting the Vessel with its Cover, called
Antenotorium and put it in Putrefaction for the space of one Natural Day; then with three
Distillations by Z Fire of Ashes pag. 27@ve distill till we obtan all the Mercurial Part with
the whole Juice of the Blessed Substance by that Method, then repeat the aforesaid Magistery
with New Substance of Flowers, and making this Regiment four times, at the end of which,
you have reduced B solutive from Power itot by Virtue of theManna of the Flowers
United.

Now take a strong Glass Vessel, able to hold as much Water, as a common Pitcher, with a
Neck one span and a half long, to which another Glass Vessel, containing a fourth part only of
the Pitcher, must be yoed, and well luted: Into this Vessel put four Pounds ofh€ §aid



Menstruummade of Honeéyto Circulate inBalneq or Horse Dung, the space of thirty or forty

Days, at the expiration of which time, you will have C converted intoirio (the
Quintessere in its Perfection, drawn from excellent Wine, which is the Form of the Universal

Body reduced into B, and B into C, and then Circulation to be made. This Quintessence is
Vegetable, because, all the rest of the sharp Waters destroying Metals, this atlory ds

Virtue vegetate, augment and multiply them. Wherefore this Water is the Mystery of Art,
because it is Burning, Calcines, and dissolves Bodies, if it be perfectly rectified, pag. 269

But the Sign of knowing, whether this Conversion be madé beib sediment in the bottom

of the Vessel, like that, which appears in the Urine of a sound Man: When the Glorious Body
draws nigh, after thirty Days in the end of Perfection, then will you see D, or the Quintessence

in greater clarity and splendor thany Diamond. The clarity whereof surpasses all Precious
Things, so as that it is difficult to judge, whether that Divine Liquor be in or out of the Vessel:

Then you must separate our Heaven from its Sediméfypostasisvith Industry, keeping it

in a Vesel well luted in a cold place, that nothing may from thence expire. This Quintessence

is by the Philosophers calleBpiritus Vivus because it gives Life to humane Bodies, and
Metalls, as alsAhqua Ar gent. i Vi vi, Agua Vi tlR, DA@uwua , C
Ani ma, Spiritus Mercuri. nostri .Voecgreltda,bi | i s,
infinite Names have been given it, which notwithstanding signifies one and the same thing.

Annotations.

The antedecent acuition of the SpiritRifilosophichWine with Oyly Vegetables, did not so
well pleaseChristopher Parisinugnd therefore instead thereof he substituted this, which he
found better than the otheFhe great Mystery and Treasusaith hg which we teach you in
this Chapter is, how you obhgto make B he Ci1 |l est i al) aaute,dvhichwel e nt S
signifie by C, wherefore give Ear, for | know not how | ought to propound this Doctrine, lest
this Secret should be prostituted to all Men: For all the Philosophers that ever have been, have
albsconded this Secret under divers Figures, because without all doubt this is the thing, which
is the Principal, or one of the Principal Keys of this admirable Science. This | would have you
certainly believe, that B hath no solutive Nature actually, but patentially; for if B were
not acuated by the way and means manifested to you, it would have no power of Dissolving:
Some made it acute with Vitriol, which way is good enough: Some with Niter: Some with
Cinnabar: Some with these two, and some with aleghSome with their Earth, which way
displeaseth me, because this way thick Unctuosity and Ponderosity was introduced: Some
have used Vegetables, as Herbs, Roots, Flowers, and Seeds known to you, which have
powerful Mercuries in them; for this Reason gt iThat they which handled it this way,
augmented rather its Vegetable Form, than made it solutive: Some used Flowers United for
acuition, which is the Principal Way, and of our Intention, which is found irbleabetum
apertoriale Some not knowing theue way of acuating this B, spent much time in preparing
divers Waters, before they could put any Body into B, as happened to us in the beginning,
seeking that Practice, which is now manifested to you by the Practice $tioumettawhich
though it hathsucceeded well, yet with very great Labour. The Mystery of this dissolutive
part is difficult, and tedious, and therefore | will undertake the Repetition of it; for having
made B acute by this Method, which we now manifest concerning the solution of Bodies
be perfected without trouble in a little time, you will be certain. But | confess, when | was
with you at that time, wherein we made the first beginning of dissolving, we did not
understandRaymund Lullyn this dissolutive part; but having read hineo again returning to
our Studies, Practising, Praying, and Fasting, a perfect illumination of Mind came to us: this
way therefore will | manifest under the Seal of Silemagy 231. Vol. 6. Theat. Chym

Parisinusgdoth by these Words make us more assuhed the Spirit oPhilosophical Wine
hath no power of dissolving any but Oyly things, because it is Oyl it self; but in order to



dissolve dry things also, it is necessary for it to be acuated, that is, so tempered, as to be
made homogeneous also to dnyngs, and so dissolve them, which to be a Work difficult and
tedious, his own Experience proveth: out of many acuators therefore of the Adepts, he
chooseth Hony before the rest, whose principal acuating faculty, he calls the great Mystery
and Treasure ofhe Art. For according td.ully, the Spirit ofPhilosophical Winen Honey

hath two free Operations, that is, this Unctious Spirit is easily United to the Unctuosity of
Honey, and by the same means also easily tempered with the aridity of Honey. In a Word,
there are other indeed, yea all the followiktgnstruumsstronger than this, but none more
easie to be prepared, and better for a young Begirindly made the samilenstruum after

this manner.

11.  The Spirit of Honey otully.
Cap. 19. Lib. Mercur.

Takeof A g u a , &hd puf into this Vegetable Humidity a third part of a He@eynb, with

all its Substance, Wax, and Honey together, ferment, or digest it in a gentle heat for three
Hours, and the longer it stands, the better it is: then let it be DistillBdlheo, and repeat the
Distillation and Fermentation nine times, renewing the Comb every second Distillation.

Parisinusit seems to me learnt not only the SpiritRifilosophical Wineput also the
preparation it self of thigMenstruum,from his MasterLully, though the preparation he
corrected a little:Parisinugdigests one Pound of Honey inspissated with three or four Pounds
of the Spirit ofPhilosophical Winefor a Day in Balneo, then Distilling three times mixeth
them together. The Work he repeditiee times, so as at these four times to have joyned four
Pounds of Honey together with so many Pounds of Spirit, and Circulates both each time.
Lully digests the HorComb three Hours with three parts of Spirit, and in two Distillations
joyns both togethe He repeats the Work four times, so as in eight Distillations to have
United four parts of Honey with three of Spirit; tihdenstruumnow joyned together, he
Distills once more, that in nine times or cohobations, he makes his Spirit of HRaresmus
made choice of three Ingredients for his Medicifidie most High Creator created three
Mines; among Minerals, one, and that isSdl and Luna among Vegetables, the Wine;
among Animals, the Be@ag 222. Elucid. Lully of these three thus, cap. 46. lib. Meévc.
Amongst all Minerals, Vegetables, and Animals, fixed Gold is chosen for the making of
Medicines; and above all the Virtues among Vegetables and Animals, are the virtues of the
Juice, or Broth otunaria, and the Fly oBesenawhich makes Honey.

Paisinusin his Alphabetum apertorialbath indeed the same way of acuating the Spirit of
Wineg; but he in the same place superadding the Salt of Honey, extracted out@éphe
mortuumcalcined to theéMlenstruumthis acuition is referred not to this, but &nother Kind.

But the Honey seems to have this special Priviledge, Mentruumsof this third Kind,
could be made of it alone; yet you must know that all Oyly Saksare Sugar Cristallized,
Manna Cristallized, crude Tartar of commatine, etc)do on one side prove their affinity
with Oyly things, but on the other side with dry, and so do by that their Oleosity, introduce
their own aridity into the Oyly Spirit d®hilosophical Wineput by their aridity temper the
Oleosity of that Spirit. Wherefotbe same things are to be understood of Sugar and Manna,
as have been spoken of Honey; one Example or two we will add of crude Tartar, being dryer
then the things aforesaid.

12.  The Spirit of Crude Tartar @buido
Pag. 51. Thesaur.
Take of crude Tartar tw®ounds, of Spirit of Wine three Pounds, Distill and Cohobate ten
times upon its owiCaput Mortuum



Paracelsuprepared this Spirit of Tartar after this manner:

13.  The Spirit of Crude Tartar dtaracelsus
Lib. 8. Paragraph, pag. 505.
Take crude Tartar, beahd digest it seven or eight times in tleool of Wing and Distill it
into a Liquor, in which is nélkali.

Out of the Receipts we observe the things following:

1. That the Spirit oPhilosophical Wineéhath in dry things no dissolving faculty without
acution.

2. That this acuition is the Mystery of the Art, being difficult and tedious.

3. That it is best made with crude Honey, white Stgardy, and Manna purified.

4. That suchMenstruumsas these are somewhat hard to be made with crude Tartar.

5. ThatLully by AquaVitee, Parisinudy theCelestialand Ardent Spirit, Guiddy Spirit
of Wine, and Paracelsudy theAlcool of Wine, meant not commoAqua ardenswhich if a
Man try an experiment with the Spirit of common Wine, he will by his own Experience find the
Truth of the Matter confirmed.

6. That Menstruumsof this Kind are the Magistery of Honey, Manna, Sugar, crude
Tartar, mi x OPdilosaphicahWirgthay are made dxtempore, thus: Take of the
Essence dPhilosophical Wingand the Magistery of Hony or @ar, equal parts of each, mix.

7. That theseMenstruumsare Medicaments.

8. That not only the Spirit dPhilosophical Wingbut also theMenstruumsthemselves
have been Circulated, by reason of which Circulation tWenstruums are called
Circulatums and thought be not always expressly declared in Receipts, that they should be
Circulated, yet it ought to be understood in all: for this Circulation is the Purification and
Melioration of theMenstruum By F, saith Parisinus in Alphabeto Summettgag. 9. mei M.
Ss.We mearAqua VitaeCirculated thirty Days at least, in which Operation it is Purified from
its Terrestreity, so as to raise it self to the Celestial Virtue of a Quintessence, wtatleds
our Heaven, Influencing upon the Elements such effects, as yoay deservedly call
miraculous: We therefore NameQuintessencend Aqua Vitee because it vivifies Bodies.
Without this F, no alteration can be made in Bodies, which caution may serve you for a
general Rule. It is otherwise called Vegetable Water, vadfieve have more than often made
mention in several places of o@ummettawhich we sent you, affirming the difference
between F and D to be greater, than between a clear Day and a dark Night, as will appear in
the Operation of it in particulars as well gsnerals, which Virtue proceeds notwithstanding
from our Circulation.

The fourthKIND

Simple Vegetablslenstruumsnade of Spirit oPhilosophical Wingand
Volatile Salts such as commad®al Armoniack Salt of Blood, Urine, Soot, etc.

14.  The Spirit ofSalArmoniackof Trismosinus
In Tract. Aquil. nigPag. 13. Aur VellerGerm.

Take ofSal Armoniaclone Pound, of comma8alt melted one Pound and a half, being very

wel | pul verized and mixdéd, subl i me tSal m; t he
and that to be repeated so oft, till t&al Armoniackbe made like an impalpable Spirit,

(Powde) then imbibe with the Spirit ofRhilosophica) Wine, and the Vessel being very



close, set it in Balneo to be dissolved; being dissolved decant, and puthfpew Spirit of

Wine added the space of eight Days in Balneo, then Distill gently one half in Balneo, and
being Distilled pour it again to the remainder, and Distill again, but with a stronger Fire, that
all may ascend through the Alembick: Being Distllleectifie it so often, till it be without
Feeces.

Annotations.

Hitherto of things Oyly acuating the Spirit Bhilosophical Winenow follow those things
which are less Oyly, Volatile Salts, which though they seem not to be Oyly, yet that they are
so iseasily demonstrated by the following preparations of Salts Harmoniack, whole Earths,
otherwise most fixed and flowing like Wax, are by the Unctuosity alone of the Menstruum
made Volatile, but this wilt not now be our inquiry: It sufficeth us to use andecommon
Sal Armoniack Salt of Urine, Blood, etc for the acuition of the SpiriPbilosophical Wing
which Salts do by their aridity alter the Unctuosity of this Spirit, more than the aforesaid Oyly
Matters, and consequently make the VegetdM#astrwm stronger. The same Receipt hath
Trismosinus Libro novem Tincturarum in Tinctura Quanpag. 59 as also inlinctura
Pitrumonsonis Philosophi Anglpag. 90 of the aforesaid Bookrismosinussublimes crude
Sal Armoniackseveral times upon Salt fused,lde acuated by the acidity of this Salt, and
then the better dissolved by the SpiriPbilosophical Wine. Geber de investigat. Magist, pag.
284. SublimesSal Armoniackwith an equal proportion of SaltAristotle the Chymist
perfected this sublimation aeft this manner, pag. 74. Volum. 3. Theat Chyiake of Sal
Armoniackone Pound, c6puma Marisix Ounces, o6al Gemmepf common SalandAlum,
of each two Ounces, grind them all together and Sift through a thick Hair Sieve, then put the
Matter into an Audel, and sublime, and the Sublimation repeat.

The Sal Armoniackbeing thus sublimed, is impregnated with the Spirit of Winet
common, for then would the process not succeed?tildsophical Wineand then dissolved
per deliguium: For the Unctuosityof this Spirit cannot dissolve the substance Sail
Armoniack,being heterogeneous to it, but successively, and by slow degrees. Wherefore this
dissolution will better succeed according to the Method ufy. Dissolve, saith he, Sal
Armoniackin the Phlgme ofVinumof Lotium, (Philosophical Wine made of Uripg@ass it
through a Filter, and remove the Water by Balneo, and the Salt will remain coagulated and
white; dissolve again with the Phlegm, and Distil it away by Balneo. Then take such a
quantity ofAq u a  Bpirtt &f Philosophical Wineas you have of Phlegm, and pour them
together upon the same Salt, and the Vessel being covered wamtésotorium(Blind
AlembicR set it in Balneo twenty four Hours; thntenotoriumbeing taken away, and an
Alembick put on, Distill by Balneo with a most gentle Fire, when the Salt is coagulated,
congeal it again, repeat the same Magistery, dissolving by turns after this manner, and
congealing three times and so have you reduced the said Salt into a Vegetabldyiha
help of the Vegetative Spirit, by which you dissolved and congealed it. inultxp. 16. Sal
Armoniackis easily dissolved in the PhlegmRifilosophical Wineand so is by this means
sooner joyned with the Unctuous Spirit Rifilosophical Winethan if it were immediately
cast into this Spirit. Thatrismosinusknew also this Method, and sometimes made use of it,
appears by the followinlylenstruum.

15. Another Water oBal Armoniaclof Trismosinus
In Tinctura Gereton, pag. 9&ur. Vel. German.

Take of Sal Armoniack Cruddwo Pounds, let it be dissolved Wine (Philosophica)
Cristallize it, let the Cristals be dissolvedr deliquium the solution divide into two parts,



one of which distil into the other with a Fire sufficiently strong, rectifet par t s bei ng
together into a strong Water 8Bl ArmoniackThe Sal Armoniacktherefore being dissolved
either is the Phlegm oPhilosophical Wine, t( h a t I s, Aqua aordens r
Philosophical Winet self, Cristallized, and resolvgeerdeliquium,is either by it self, or with
the addition of new Spirit of Wine, Distilled into a WateSaf Armoniack.

This Kind ofMenstruumss made not oSal Armoniackonly, but also of the rest of the
Volatile Salts, thus

16. The Gelative Sulphur dfully.
In Exp. 8.

Take of the aforesaid animated Spirit (&ine) one part, and oAqua Vitespp er f ect | y r e c |
four parts, which pour upon the animated Spirit, and forthwith stop the Vessel, that it may not
expire, which Vessel must be a large Bottle, \Wwrsbake and move with your Hands, so in
the twinkling of an Eye or Moment, you will see all the Water converted into Salt; but if any
part of Phlegm be in théfilosophica) Aqua Vitaeit will be immediately separated from the
Salt in the Form of Waterhe Aqua Viteetherefore ought to be very well purged from all
Phlegm, that, when the work is done, no Matter may remain with the Salt, but be wholly
converted, which will be better and more useful, and by this means you will have the Animal
and Vegetable $awhich we will call Coagulative and Gelative Sulphur, because it hath the
property and virtue of dissolving the two Luminaries, and reducing them from power to act,
their Vegetative and Germinative Form being preserved. lsgigetimes sublimed this @ff

or Pap of Urine, in the Ninth Experiment following, thus:

There is,saith he besides, another way of Copulating the aforesaid Animal Spirit with the
Vegetabl e Spirit, namely, thus: Take of the
you will, and pour it upon three parts of olrhflosophica) Aqua Viteeper f ect |l y r ec
which Copulation ought to be made in a Body large and high, to which an Alembick may be
suddenly fitted: the said Copulation therefore being made, you must have presadily r
some CottorWooll dipped in Oyl, and very well squeezed, wherewith the Mouth of the
Distilling Vessel must be forthwith stopped, and it must be let in within the Neck downward,
a hands breath, fastened with a strong Flannel thread, that upon ogmasimay draw out
the said CottosWooll then put to it an Alembick with a Receiver, very close stopped, and set
it in a Furnace of Ashes, giving it at first a gentle heat; but then by degrees increasing the
Fire, till it be sublimed: which sublimation youust keep in a Vessel firmly stopped, because
with this Salt and other means you will be able to do Wonders.

Parisinugn his Apertorium,pag. 15. M.S.S. mei, doth by this Salt of Urine acuate his C. or
Spirit of Philosophical Winewhich being acuated, hiaen Circulates by the way used, and
before described in the Circulation of ST | um me | | eath also sdmetimesyused
the Volatile Salt of Blood, for the making of théenstruumsas in his twelfth experiment.

Take Blood ground (Blood drawn froeound and cholerick Men, dryed on a clean Table, that
the Phlegm may be separated from it, and then pulversed,11) put it in a Glass Body
with a long Neck, and having fitted an Alembick to it with a Receiver, Distil first with a
gentle Fire, till tle moisture exhale, then encrease the Fire till the Salt be sublimed, which will
be very white, gather it warily, and keep it; for it is of very great Virtue and Efficacy. You
have, my dearest Son, all the Medicin€&al{g which have properties with the dw
Luminaries, as also with the other imperfect Metals, without which this Art of Transmutation
cannot obtain its desired end.

The Things which | observe from the Receipts are:



1. That by Wine, Spirit of Wine, adjua Viteecommon, is not meaiigua Ardenswith
which it is impossible to reduce or distil comntea Armoniackinto a liquid substance, and
though it might, yet thaMenstruumwould be Common, not Philosophical, being made
without the Spirit oPhilosophical Wine

2. That thessMenstruumsare made oéll Volatile Salts.

3. That the Menstruumsof this Kind are the Magisteries of Volatile Salts. Mix the
Essence oPhilosophical Winewith the Magistery of any Volatile Salt, and you will in a
moment make Blenstruumof this fourth Kind.

4. That theseMenstruumsmay be also made Wyarisinushis way ofCT | um mel | eum
namely by Circulation, and therefore called Circulatums, com8arArmoniackCirculated,

Salt of Urine, Blood, Hartiorn, etc Circulated, or the Water 8l ArmoniackCirculated,
the Water of the &t of Blood Circulated, etc.

5. That it is very uncertain whathilosophical Menstruufirismosinugneant by Spirit of
Wine: For diveraMenstruumdave been by the Adepts signified by the same Name of Spirit of
Wine; for the most part they meant the simple&itSpf Philosophical Wing sometimes the
same acuated after a different manner, that is, the simple Veg&fablgtruum So Basil in
his Book of Conclusions, prepares the Oyls of Metals with Spirit of Wine; by which he
declares himself to have meant nlo¢ tsimple Spirit, but a simple VegetaMenstruum in
the preparation of the Oyl Of Mercury, he commanding this open Metal to be by the Spirit of
Wi ne, rectifyodod f i r sMenstwaumvie stalatave indhe followimgt ar |,
Kinds) reduced it an Oyl; which the rest of the Metals being more compact, do more
require: Sometimes also they did by the Spirit of Wine intend Vegetédhstruums
compounded; shully, among the other Names Gfrculatum majusreckons up alsédqua
Vitee. This Menstruum saith he, the Wise Men called by almost innumerable Names, the
Acetum acerrimumyhich converts Gold into a Spirit; this Aqua Sicca, Aqua Solis, Aqua
Vitee, in Exp. 25. Yea, MinerBenstruumsalso the Adepts more than often call by the Name
of Aqua Vitee So Albertus in suo Composito de Compositis, pag. 939. Volum 4. Theat.
Chym. Distills a Mercurial Mineral Water; of which thu$ehold, this is thé\qua Viteethe
Acetum PhilosophorunandLac Virginis,by which Bodies are resolved into the first Matter

Though therefore it be uncertain to Divine what Spirit of Wine out of such a vast number of
Menstruums Trismosinusitended; yet shall we not much err from the Truth, if we take any
Menstruumwhatsoever, either Simple or Compounded, Vegetable or Mines&ad of this
Spirit; for we may with all promiscuously perfect the same Philosophical Work, differing only
in degrees, as being stronger or weaker, which common Spirit of Wine make altogether
impossible, and fallacious: Yet notwithstanding Directionsré are, which may in this
ambiguity make us more certain; as,

1. Any ambiguous, or unknown Name of aWenstruum is easily known by its
Synoni mads, I f there be any i n tAdept aséobme Boo
Example: If in the Descriptioaf theBalsamum Sameabf Paracelsusyou know not what the
Circulatum minud s , t he Sy noniParacélsuhinisplfiLiv.dLO. Arehdin they
Description of theCirculatum majus (where it is calledPrimum Ens Salisand Arcanum
Salig denoting mreover the Nature, yea, and preparation of khenstruum delivered here
perhaps less clearlyg(iatenus Menstruurbut elsewhere more plainly under the Title of
Essencer Primum En$ do put it out of all doubt, that it is thbercanumof common Salt. But
I sai d, Synoni mabés i n the \depttbécaugesoftentimest h e
others intended another thing by these Names, yea that Name which hath in one Book the
same signification with the rest, hath commonly in another, though of the sathnar,/a
signification different from them; and therefore that Synonymum must, if possible, be had out
of the same Book, which must then be compared both with other Writings of the same Author,

‘N



and also with the Writings of othédepts to confirm the maang of the Author about the
identity of the Synonimum, which was doubted of.

2. But i f there be no Synonimadés in Books of
unknown Name to be explicated by the Writings of ofheepts because theAdepts
themseles have sometimes also erred, in giving an explication either better than was fitting,
or altogether contrary, to an obscure Name and Place; yet is it not only lawful, but necessary
also; to observe what they say, especially the Scholars or Followens shitne Author; for
though they shew not the Authors Meaning, yet do they their own as to that Matter.

3. But i f Synonimads cannot discover the Nam
perhaps explain it more easily, provided it be rightly examinednbyp@ustrious Observer of
those Receipts; as,

1. If it be not known, whether th@&dept means a Mineral (Acid) or Vegetable
Menstruum it must be enquired by the Particulars following:

First, Whether thatMenstruumdissolves Bodies with force or heat, for themrmust be
Mineral, this Sign betraying the acidity of Minerals Salts: because Vegdtdastruums
dissolve Bodies always sweetly, and slowly.

SecondlyWhether the dissolution digested for a time be converted into a Black Colour, or
Black Powder swimma upon theMenstruum,for that signifies a Vegetabl®lenstruum,
because the dissolutions of MineMénstruumsdo contain Bodies twice dissolved, once with
the Spirit ofPhilosophical Winewherewith they become Black, then with the corrosive or
acid Spirt of Salts: Therefore the Black Powder and Colour are Signs of a Vegetable
dissolution, whereto is added a Milky Opacity, common indeed toNetistruumsfor all
weak or weakened/lenstruums,containing as it were their aridity less dissolved and
precipitated, as also Vegetable dissolutions longer digested after blackness, do become
Opacous, and Milky, and so continue, till they are made diaphanous and most clear, by
drawing of the Phlegm, the acid part, or the Spirit Rtfilosophical Winebeing better
corcentrated: yet these three Signs we never observe in the use of the Mieesaluums.

Thirdly, Whether theAdepts admonish the Operator to beware of air or fume in
Operation, or Poyson in the use of the thing already prepared; for that is a Sign that his
Menstruumis, or was Mineral, because Poysons derive themselves Originally from acidity,
for Pearls and Corals, yea Gold and all other Arids, though otherwise most Innocent, do, by
being prepared with a Minerdflenstruumbecome the worst of Poysons.

Lasty, If you see Mineral Bodies distinguished into two Oyls, swimming distinctly and
severally upon th&lenstruumssay, that also waa Mineral Menstruum because this cannot
be done by any Vegetaltenstruumthough never so strong

2. If it be not known, wéther either for a simple or compounded Vegetdigastruumis
to be taken, we observe the things following as to the use of them:

First, If in the dissolution of a Metallick or Mineral Body, a White Body or some residue be
left, then may ye know it to l@esimple Vegetabl®&lenstruum,because it extracts only the
Tinctures or Essences of things, dissolving the Oleosity, but not the Aridity of things, on the
contrary VegetableMenstruumscompounded, as also Mineraflenstruums,which are
stronger than the Sipte, do dissolve the whole Body, not leaving any Feeces.

Secondly,If the whole Body of a thing dissolved be turned into Oyl, swimming upon the
Menstruum,that was a Vegetabl®lenstruumcompounded, for that only is able to do this:
The simple Vegetablendruumsare not strong enough, but MinerMenstruumsare too
strong; those therefore dissolve not the whole Body, but these dissolve not only the whole
Body, but reduce it, being dissolved into Oyl, not one only, but twofold: Setmgeratunof
Paracelss, (@ Menstruum otherwise sufficiently unknowns by use known, to be the
Circulatum majuspr a VegetabldMenstruumcompounded, because be reduceth Metals by it
into a swimming Oyl, or Magistery.




Thirdly, If in the dissolution or digestion of the thingsblved, you see it made Black, or
cast forth a Black Powder, say it was a simple VegetdM#astruum,because Vegetable
Menstruumscompounded, and Mineral, as being stronger, do better retain their Body
dissolved in them.

3. But the doubt, whether the simpVegetableMenstruum or Spirit of Philosophical
Wine is to be taken, length of time alone resolveth; for the sooner Essences are made in the
Mineral Kingdom, the stronger are tidenstruumsand on the contrary: But in the Animal
and Vegetable Kingdomsis difficult, if not altogether impossible, to discern by the length of
time alone the dissolutions of the Bodies as being more opened; of which sort are Oyls, Salts,
as also the open Metal Mercury, especially sublimed, being more amply opened bylitiie aci
of Salts.

The Fifth KIND

Simple Vegetabl®lenstruumsnade of the Spirit d?hilosophical Wineand the
fixed Salts of Vegetables and Minerals not tinging.

172 The C1 1 um Vially,enade bfithe 8alt af Tartar.
In the 34th. Experiment.

Take thebestA g u a , Pddtifted so, as to burn a Linnen Cloth, as you have seen, operating
with me, and therefore no need of amplifying to you the Magistery of this Water: Take
therefore ofA g u a faur Rouinds, and put it in a Glass Urin@lu€urbi) which isvery

sound; then take of the Vegetable Salt sublimed of the second Experviotatil¢ Salt of
Tartar) one Pound, grind very well, and put it in theq u a , Mte thé Vessel with its
Antenotorium(Blind Alembick firmly, with Wax Gummed, that nothing agy respire, then
putrifie two Natural Days; after that take away #hetenotorium and put on an Alembick

with its Receiver, the Joynts being very close, and distill upon hot Ashes. Take notice, that the
Receiver must be very large and sound, that it nzaybe broken by the force of thequa

Vi tadnd thus continue your distillation with a slow fire, till all be distilled through the
Alembick: But if any part of the Salt remain in the bottom of the Vessel, pour it again upon
the Water now lately distillednd distill as before, making the Joynts as close as may be; the
distillation repeat in this order, till all the Salt be passed through the Alembick in the Form of
clear Water. Then put of the aforesaid Salt one other Pound into an Urinal, and poarehe sa
distilled Water to it; cover the Vessel with Asitenotorium as before, putrifie as before, then
distill as before; and when all the Salt is passed over with the Water, take again as before of
new Vegetable Salt one Pound, and pass it all throughlémebick again, as before, with the
distilled Water; and by this means you will have those four Poundsgofi a ukited with

three Pounds of the Vegetable Salt, which hath the power of dissolving the two Luminaries
(Gold and Silverand all the other Mals, with preservation of the Vegetable Form. But now

we intend to reduce this simpldenstruuminto a Celestial Form: Take therefore this simple
Menstruum and put it in a sound Glass VessalGirculatory) four parts of which must be
empty, but the fita full: Stop the Vessel so as not to evaporate, and Circulate in Dung or
Bal neo sixty Natur al Days,; a n Menstguuntinhwihish Met h o
you will see a Sediment, wherefore empty the Celestial Water into another Vessel, aad have
care that no Sediment pass over with the Water, which you must keep very close in Balneo.

Annotations



As to the facility of preparation, tté 1T | u m mef Ragisinags better than the rest of the
Menstruumsbut this ofLully hath preference amongnsple Vegetabl®lenstruumsfor it is
the Sapo Sapientium ¢ o mp o u n dleatles anfl thd Unatubus Spirit &thilosophical
Wine. Fixed Alcalies are not easily joyned with the Spirit Bhilosophical Wingbut when
t hey ar e t hor o utlgehareeasity subbned intal ghenbnimek Sulphursof
Nature or Philosopherdercuries the chief Instruments of the more Secret Chymy.

Lully having prescribed several Acuators of the SpirifPbilosophical Wing speaks at
length of acuating this Spirwith these Salts Philosophically Volatilizeldet, saith he,our
Menstruumsywhich is the Quintessence of Wine, be depurated from all Phlegm, and acuated
with the Philosopher&rmoniack,because it cannot otherwise dissolve Gold, nor Precious
Stones: Bt let the Philosopher§al Armoniack be well purified, that is, sublimed, aud
cleansed from all terrestreity and uncleanness, according to the manner of the Philosophers; of
which PhilosophicaBal Armoniackve have indeed treated largely in our BpoDle ntentione
Alchimistarum,Dedicated to the most lllustrious Kingobert in the ChapteDe Salibus
Armoniac, etc and inClausura Testamentiotherwise calledvade mecumin the Chapter
which beginsPar t us V eThdre yduemay read from first to lastet Magistery of
making and purifying, together with the Virtues and Energies of this Salt: And know, my Son,
that whatsoever we Write in that Chapter, we mean that Salt and nothing else. Read and
Peruse that Chapter, because nothing can be done in thstéfgagiithout that Salt, for that
is the thing with which we acuate oMenstruum to dissolve us Gold, and Precious Stones,
and Pearls, as well for humane Medecines, as for a Metallick and Lapidisick Magistery, and
to make Pearls and Precious Stones.

In which Receipt olully, we have the Volatile Salt dfartar given us freely, hitherto
sought in vain, with very great pains and cost, of which the Theoretical Philosophers have in
their Theories exhibited nothing but what is most obscuspeak,saith Sedivogius all
things openly; the Extraction only of o8al Armoniackor Philosophical Mercuryl have not
so openly reveale®end. in Epilogo 12. Tract. pag. 337. Now, out of his second Experiment
alledged, we have the following Description 34l Armonack, or Volatile Salt ofTartar,
thus:

The Volatile Salt oTartarof Lully.
Out of the Second Experiment.

Take the besTartar, pulverize, and put it in and Earthen Vessel not glazed, to calcine the
space of three Days, or till it be White: Which betane, dissolve itinthA q u a , first t 1

di st inltHe &S@irit ¢f Philosophical Wine,n o t y e t) thuse aamely, Pt dhis
individual, being calcined and White, into an Urinal, and pour inAlteu a sW,iag td be

seven Fingers above it, andveo the Vessel with it&ntenotorium(Blind Alembick and set it

on a Furnace of Ashes to simper two Hours, then pour that which is dissolved into another
Vessel carefully, but that which remains undissolved dry: then again pour iAgewa , Vi t 1
and agairboyl it upon Ashes: empty the dissolution again, as before, and keep it with the
other former dissolution: the matter remaining in the Vessel, dry again, and take it out of the
Vessel, because it mu st be agai n ichaeirgi ndd,
calcinbéd di ssoAqgea aahibow it upont Ashesn thisvdissolution keep
with the other, as above, and repeat this Magistery so oft, till all this individual be calcined,
and dissolved: then put all the dissolutions in an Uriiittilhg an Alembick with a Receiver

to it, and closing the Joynts very fast, distil by Balneo, till the matter be congealed, or till no
more will distil by that degree of heat, then remove the Receiver, and stop it to prevent
respiring, and then set theribal upon Ashes; and if any corruptible paRhfegm and
unprofitable Earth remain with the matter, let it be burnt, and the Vessel having remained



two or three Hours, in a Fire somewhat remiss, and not any thing more distilling through the
beak of the Aembick, let the Vessel cool, and then pour the same Water{ a Vi t 1, or
of Philosophical Wine) which you kept before stopt in the Receiver, upon the matter again:
This matter therefore being dissolved, distil the Water again in Balneo, as hefoch,

having taken away, the Receiver you must keep well stopt from respiring: then set the Urinal
in Ashes, and dry the matter; being dryed, dissolve it in again with the Water which you kept
in the Receiver; and if you see the dissolution is not cleidaphanous, you must transmit

it so often through a Filter or Linnen Cloth, and so oft dissolve and congeal it by turns, as
before, till it be set free from all Terrestreity, and appear clear and splendid: then may you be
assured, that the impure androgtible part is separated, and you will see the whole matter
transmuted into an Oyl. But now, most dear Son, you must proceed to the composition of our
Mercury, andSal Armoniackthe Powers and Virtues whereof are so many and so great, as
scarce to be eoprehended within the expression of Man. The way of which operation is thus:
You must know the weight of the Salt or Oyl which you beheld in the bottom of the Vessel

depurated, and pour to it so much of our Spirit (that gu a rVeicttii f yédna o, as
Cloth steeped in it) as will be four Fingers above it, or let there be six parts more of the
weight of theAqu a , Vitthian i s the Salt or Oyl : the whc

Urinal with a Cover orAntenotoriumwell luted, that it respire ot: putrifie in Balneo the

space of two Natural Days, then take off fkmenotorium and put on an Alembick, with a
Receiver, close the Joynts well, and distil in a Furnace of Ashes with a slow Fire: which
distillation must be continued till the Beak oe#&tl discover no Veins, but suddenly after the
Veins disappear, lay aside the Receiver with the distilled Wagerit of Philosophical Wine)

and stop it close, for now comes the animated Sg@irit of Wine impregnated with the
Essence offartar) whichhath the power of vivifying its Body (o€aput Mortuunm then
continue the same distillation, in the end augmenting the Fire, that if any part of Phlegm
remain, it may exhale and be removed by that degree of heat: Lastly, the Vessel being cold,
take out te matter and grind it: know the weight of the matter, and pour to it four parts of
A g ua nretthian is the EartfCaput mortuurpand covering the Vessel close with its
Antenotorium putrifie as before, then putting an Alembick to it with a Receiver, hid,

distill as before, in a Furnace of Ashes: the Soul being with its Spirit gone over, with the same
Signs of Veins, as before, appearing, repeat the same Magistery three times: For then will you
have the Spirit perfectly animated, and the Body ewated and calcined: This Spirit with

the Soul ¢f Tartar) is indeed capable of disposing every Physical operation, but in this place
we will use it for the vivifying of the calcined Earth: Take therefore the aforesaid Earth out of
its Vessel, and grind ithen put a little of it upon a red hot plate, which if it melt like Wax
without fume, is a sign of perfect exanimation; if this sign appear not, this Magistery must be
reiterated, till you have obtained that sign. Then know the weight of the Earth, indn w
pour a fourth part of the animated Spirit, an the Vessel being covered close with its
Antenotorium set it in Balneo two or three days to be congealed, or till it be congealed; which
done, remove thAntenotorium putting on a Head, and distill in aifhace of Ashes without a
Receiver, that if there be any part of Phlegm, it may be from thence removed, for that which
comes out from this distillation will be insipid, of no favour or esteem in the Form of Rain
Water: Then again pour on a fourth part loé tanimated Spirit, as before, and congeal in
Balneo, as before, then distil the Phlegmatick moisture by Ashes, as before, and thus repeat
the aforesaid Magistery, till the Earth hath drunk up and attracted to it all its animated Spirit,
and at t ah ansigm that & yos put a small quantity of it upon a-Re Plate, the

major part fume away, which will be a sign that the matter is disposed for the subliming of
our most precious Mercury, which hath the power of dissolving any Metal whatsoever with
the preservation of its Vegetive and Germinative form. Take therefore the aforesaid pregnant
Earth, and put it into a Beliead Gublimatory with a long Neck, which you must lute very



well withL ut um S,aapdithe tuting being dryed, set it with tmatter into a distilling

Furnace, administring in the beginning a gentle Fire, till the-Bedtid grow hot, whose

Mouth must be stopped with Cottevooll, and continue that gentle heat the space of six

Hours, then augment the Fire somewhat six Hours nhortef it begins not by that degree of

Fire to sublime, increase the Fire gradually to a more violent degree, till it begin to sublime,
which Fire continue the space of twenty four Hours, at the expiration of which time, the
Vessel being cold, take frorhénce our Sulphur sublimethé Vegetable Sulphur of Natjre

our Mercury Yegetablg¢ our Heavendry) our Sal ArmoniackVegetablg our Stone not yet
ferment ed, and call é6d by many more otofher N a
Philosophical Whe) as shall be made appear by the Experiments hereafter following:

This Volatilization of the Salt ofartar is sufficiently tedious, yet easie and clear,
according to the tenour of the Receipt. In the following kinMehstruumswe shall have
divers emmples of making sucBal Harmoniackswherefore we will thither reserve those
things which are to be admonished about this way of making the Volatile Jaltaf. Lully
mixeth three pounds of this Volatile Salt with four of the SpiriPbilosophicalWine
successively by various distillations, and reduceth the mixture by circulating sixty Days into
the Vegetable Heaven. But here we are to be advised th&ath&moniackof Tartarin its
own dry Form is a VegetabMenstruum;and so according to ther@scribed method of the
Receipt, it is not always necessary to reduce that into a liquid substance; for that and the
Menstruummade from thence are therein different; because in the making of Heaven, the
Uuctuosity of the Spirit oPhilosophical Winebeing superadded, and now prevalent, hath
absorbed and dissolved the aridity of tBal Armoniack;but this being this way too much
diluted in a greater quantity of th&leosum Joseth much of it strength, and becomes less fit
for the dissolutions of dry BodieBut now if the volatile Salt dfartarbe aMenstruumin a
dry form, some have unadvisedly said it serves insteadPbilasophical Menstruunwhich
notwithstanding is rightly and very well said, if a corrosivenstruum,which we call
Mineral, be undestood, whose place the volatile Salt Tdrtar, or Vegetable Menstruum,
may upon several occasions supply.

Now as thisSal Armoniackreduced into a liquid substance by the SpiriPbilosophical
Wine, makes our Vegetable Heaven; so being dissolved wtSpirit of common Wine it
makes the Spirit of Wine d&asilius dissolved with Vinegar, our Vinegar dissolved with
Aquafortis, the Philosopher&qua Regis;and so of many others. At present the aforesaid
Spirit of Basiliushath its place.

18.  The Spirit of Whe ofBasilius
In Fine Libri Revelat.

Take generous whit#&/ine common and distil after the usual manner, to make a stAung
V i thereof in a Copper, which rectifie in a Phial, and separate the PhlegiA:ghisa isvi t 1
thus proved: If it burn alaway, and leave no Aquosity behind it, being kindled in a Glazed
Vessel, but if any remain, distil yet once or twice, the Joynts being very close, that the
Volatile Spirit of the Wine may not exhale: Theg u a b¥ingtthus distilled, and exactly
r e cd (but have a care that in the time of distilling you put not a Candle to it, lest it hurt
you) joyn three Ounces dfartar perfectly sublimed with a quantity of thqu a ivi t 1
another Phial, so as that the Phial be half full, put an Alembick to itavi@&eceiver large
enough, and distil iBB a | n e o mbdsagently, because of the Volatile Spirits, a little of the
A g u a Db¥ingtlgfit in the bottom, and as you distil, cool the Alembick with wet Cloaths:
thus is the Spirit sooner resolved, and passétitime Receiver.

This is that Spirit of Wine whiclBasilius used in several places, especially in his
Conclusions, where by the Spirit of Wine he reduceth as well Metallick as Mineral Bodies into



Oyl: Whosoever hath imagined to himself another Spirit awstbereof, must have a care lest

he prove the truth of this saying to his own detriment: There is yet indeed another description

of that Spirit of Winen Appendice Elucidationisyhich notwithstanding differs not from the

former, except that in the formdescription it was read the Volatile SaltBdrtar;but here it

is read Sal Armoniack,perfectly sublimed; but that they a®y n o0 n yismavérs now
manifest by the Receipt bélly: For what soever Salt, either fi
the Spiit of Philosophical Wineand sublimed, is called our Volatile Salt, our Sulphur of
Nature, and our sublimed Mercury, which may be used promiscuously as Salt Philosophically
sublimed; for both those Salfsf Tartarand Sal Armoniack)were byBasiliusmadeperhaps

out of one and the same matter: But this kienstruumis not so strong as th€1 | um
Vegetabileof Lully; though prepared out of the same Salfaftarjust as that: ForBasilius
diminisheth the virtue of this Salt, by adding the Spirit of comWimre: Lully accomplisheth

the same work, but with the Spirit Bhilosophical Wineyet Basilius sometimes also made

his Menstruumstronger than theCi | um V e gféullyg by separating the Spirit of

common Wine from thehilosophical Sal Armoniackyhich indeed he performed two ways:

First, by kindling theMenstruumi n a Copper Vessel designdéd fo
Spirit of common Wine, but leave tiegetable Sal Armoniacky it self, reduced into a

liquid substance. The way is this.

19.  The Fery Spirit of Wine oBasilius
In the Place as above.

Take the antecedent Spirit of Wine, being fit for this preparation of the Fiery Spirit, make an
Instrument of Copper, which may be taken up in the middle, below and above the Holes, as
also above the mdle of the Vessel, put on an Alembick with a Pipe, let them be all of
Copper, except the Receiver, which must be of Glass, which put in a wooden Vessel into
Water, and cover it above with wet Cloaths, in the wooden Vessel let there be a passage, by
which the Water, when hot, may flow out, and cold be poured on: all things being thus
prepared, the Spirit of Wine prepared is put in through the lower Holes, so as to touch the
Holes, then is it kindled, and the Mercury is driven upwards through the midds,Hold
resolved by the coldness of the Water, and passeth out of the Alembick into the Receiver:
Thus is the true Spirit of Wine prepared, but in the work never cease from refrigerating, and
pour on newA g u a , Wst it burn too low.In the Addition orAppendix of manual
operations Basiliusdescribed this Spirit thus'ake Wine burnedrgther Wine to be burned,
made of theSal Armoniackof Tartar,and Spirit of Common Wihevhich put in a strong
Vessel that can endure the flame of Fire, and kindletit aiMatch of Sulphur, and forthwith
apply an Alembick of Iron or Copper, with a large Receiver, and the true fiery Spirit of Wine
is resolved and distilled into a Liquor: this is the true airy and fiery Spirit of Wine.

Secondly,He impregnatealx Vive, or Quick Lime with the Menstruumdescribed in
Numb. 18.from which he distills &Menstruumyet stronger, calle®pirit of Calx Vive. Calx
vive, saith he is strengthened and made more fiery by the pure and not sophisticated Spirit of
Wine (made ofSal Armaiiack and Spirit of Common Wineery often cohobated, to which
Calx add theSal alkaliof Tartar, the dried Feeces of the same Salt being also added, from
whi ch, bei ng t hor ouS3phitusyGehannaudrdpirit af Hedl iniwhicht he t r
are grat Mysteries hidden: the method of acquiring this Spirit | have told you, which observe,
keep, and accept for a farewell GBasilius in RepetLapidis, in Cap. de Calce vivMark,
saith he in the End of this boolpe Medicinus Supernaturalibus told you of the Virtues
and Qualities of Precious Stones, but there are also found many Stones despicable and
ignoble, yet of great Virtue, as Experience testifies; though the ignorant and unskilful will
scarce give Credit to these sayings, and cannot contteige things with their dull Brains,



yet will I demonstrate it by an Example @alx vive which Calx is according to the
judgement of the Vulgar, of little value, and contemptible in obscurity; yet nevertheless there
is powerful Virtue in it, which appegain the application of it against most grievous Diseases:
but its triumphant and transcendent efficacy being in a manner unknown to most Men, for the
sake therefore of those that inquire into Natural and Supernatural Mysteries, do | discover the
secretof this Book: as a farewell also will | reveal the MysteryGafix vive and declare first

the way of distilling the Spirit of it, which work does indeed require an expert Artist, well
informed before, in this preparation.

20.  The Spirit ofCalx viveof Basilius.
In Fine Lib. de Med. Supernatur.

Take ofCalx vivewhat quantity you will, grind and prepare it on a Marble into an impalpable
Powder, whereto pour of the Spirit of Win®ldnstruum in Numb. }8so much as the
pulverised Calx is able to imbibe, no Spi swimming upon theCalx. Then apply an
Alembick, lute well, and put a Receiver to it, abstract the Spirit from it in a most gentle
Balneo; this abstraction must be repeated eight or ten times: this Spirit strengthens much the
Spirit of theCalx, which s thereby made more fiery. Take the remain@aix out of the
Cucurbit, grind it very well, and add to it of the SaltTartar, (Alkali) a tenth part, and as
much as all of the Earth and of the SaltTairtar, or matter left in extracting the Salt of
Tartar, and wel |l dryed, di stil t hem all being w
of which must be empty, in a Receiver large and firm: Take notice, that the Receiver, into
which the Beak of the Retort is put, must have a Pipe one Fingershyreadthich another
Receiver is to be applyed, in which must be a little quantity of Spirit of Witemgtruum in
Numb. 18 then distil with a soft Fire, and the Phlegm will ascend into the first Receiver; the
Phlegm being distilled, increase the Fireg #men will come a white Spirit, in the Form of the
white Spirit distilled from Vitriol Philosophica) which will not descend into the Phlegm, but
through the aforesaid Pipe into the other Receiver, there joyning it self with the Spirit of
Wine, even asiFe is easily joyned with Fire. Take notice, if this Spirit@dlx be not rightly
prepared or impregnated with the like Spirit of Wine, by the aforesaid cohobations, it is in
distilling mixed with its Phlegm, extinguished, and loseth its Virtue; so diffecthing it is to
di ve deeply into Natur e, she reserving many
with the Spirit of Wine, take away the Receiver, pour out the Phlegm, and keep the Spirits of
the Calx and Wine wearily: Observe, both these iB{s are separated not without difficulty,
for they embrace one another, and in distillation ascend together: Wherefore, if you kindle the
Spirits being mixéd and uWidsduned, buttlee S@rtafs s Ve
the Calxremains m the Glass, which keep diligently. This is a gréatanum few Spirits do
exceed its efficacy, if you knew the use of it, its qualities can scarce be described by way of
CompendiumThis Spirit dissolves Crabs Eyes, and the hardest Cristals: theseligtiié=
together through an Alembick, and many times cohobated, make a Liquor, three drops of
which taken in warm Wine, do break and dissolve the Gravel and Stone in Mans Body, this
Liquor expells the very root or cause of that Disease without any pdimetPatient: This
Spirit of Calx at the beginning is of a Skyolour, but being gently rectified appears white,
transparent and clear, leaving some few Faeces behind it: This Spirit dissolves the most fixed
Jewels, and Precious Stones, and on the corfixaty all Volatile Spirits by its transcendent
heat: This Spirit overcomes all Symptoms whatsoever oPtuagra though never so knotty
and tartarous, all which it dissolves and radically expels.

If Spirit of Wine, acuated with Vegetal8al Harmoniaclbe kindled, the Spirit of common
Wine is burned, but th&al Harmoniackbeing incombustible, ascends in the Form of a
Liquor, and is called the Fiery Spirit of Wine Bésilius,but the same Spirit of Wine joyned



with the Sal Harmoniaclkbeing absorbed bthe Calx vive,and then distilled into it self, and

then kindled, the Spirit of common Wine is indeed consumed by the Flame as before, but the
Spirit of theCalx, or rather the Vegetabl8al Harmoniackascends not as before, but remains

in the bottom of th Glass because more digested, and made more fixed: But for the greater
elucidation of these Spirits, we thought good to add another Description of the S@mikpf

21.  The Simple Spirit o€Calx viveof Basilius
In manualibus Operationibus.

Take pureCalx vive burn it in a Potters Furnace with a most strong Fire, to reduce it to an
exact maturity, grind it very fine upon a Marble, and put it in a Cucurbit, pour to it Spirit of
Wine made ofPhilosophical Tartar(as | shall teach in my method of makidgirum
potabile that theCalx may be made like thin Pap; this being done, distil from thence the
Phlegm, till theCalx be dry, pour on new Spirit of Wine, and draw of: repeat it six times, then
grind the matter very curiously, and put it in a Cellar to beai®dper deliquium and
within a few days a Liquor wild/l run from it,
Sand, first sends forth a Phlegm to be kept by it self, after that a Spirituous Liquor, which also
keep apart: Now take Cristals pulizerd, mix them with the same weight \dive or Mineral
Sulphur burn this matter, continually stirring it, till all the Sulphur be burned away, then
reverberate in an open Fire the space of three Hours; this done, pour the aforesaid Liquor to
this matter.Take also Crabs Eyes, to which also pour the same Liquor of quick Lime in
another Glass, let them be digested fourteen Days in a heat strong enough, and from both will
ascend an humidity upon the superficies, which decaent finely into a little Glasgctfid r
in Balneo, and a Liquor will remain in the bottom; three grains of which administered in Wine
have produced very great and admirable effects. This Medicine cures also radically the Stone
of the Bladder and Kidneys, as well in Men as Women.

The Spiit of Wine made of Philosophicdlartar, which Basilius promised to give in his
method of makingwurum potabilewill confirm all the aforesaidMenstruumsof Basilius;for
those are made @al Harmoniackor the Volatile Salt oTartarbeing divers waysrppared;
but this Spirit ofPhilosophical Winas acuated with the Salt dfartar,not indeed the common
Alcali; but that being reduced together with the SpiritPdiilosophical Winento a Liquid
substance: for we are to be admonished that it is not awagessary to make tei | wm
Heavenof Lully, and the rest of thenstruumsof this kind, with the Salt afartar,as being
Philosophically Volatilized, but that sometimes also the dderstruummay be made of the
Salt of Tartarwithout the sublimatin or reduction of it into the Vegetable Sulphur of Nature,
by cohobating only the Spirit dhilosophical Wineupon Salt ofTartar, till it ascend by
distillation in the Form of a Milky Liquor. It is thus done,

22.  The Tartarified Spirit of Wine dBasilius
In manal. Operation

The first thing to be known is that the PhilosophEastar, wherewith the Lock is opened, is

not like common Tartar, as most Men imagine, but is another Salt, though springing from the
same Fountain: This Salt is the only Key to opangd dissolve Metals, if prepared as
followeth. Take the Ashes of a fruitful Wine, and drawegor Lixivium as strong as may be

out of them with hot Water, which evaporate by boyling it to a driness, that the matter may
remain reddish, which reverberatea reverberating Furnace three days, or thereabouts, with
an open Fire, till it become white: then dissolve it in Sphivigter, suffer it to settle, decant

the clear, filter to separate the Feeces, being filtred, coagulate, and you will have the white Sal
of Tartar, from which the true Spirit is distilled after this manner: Take Spirit of Wine



rectifiodod to the highest ddesgcribeccin Numm d%@naéa |l t og e
pour it to the Salt ofartar in a Phial with a long Neck, so as to beee Fingers above it, lute
an Alembick to the Phial, fit a Receiver to it, and digest with a gentle heat, then draw off the
Phlegm most softly, and the Spirit Bartar is opened by Virtue of the Spirit of Wine, and by
reason of reciprocal and admirabteré they both ascend together; the Feeces remaining, if
any be, as also the Phlegm must be cast away; thus will you have the true Spirit of Wine,
wherewithAurum potabilds made.

This truly is a most Nobl®lenstruum,so as for its excellency to deserveighler Place
than this among the Simple Vegetabenstruums;whereas it ought to have been more
rightly transferred to the seventh KindMEnstruumsput it very much at present lllustrating
the Menstruumsof Basilius,and so of greater utility here thahere, we will not remove it
from hence, yet will we add some examples more clear of such 8éehefruumsThus it is
done,

23. The Vegetablécetum acerrimunor Ignis Adeptiof Ripley, made of artar calcined.
Pag. 331. Concord. Raym. & Guid.

Take theTartar of Wine, and calcine it to whiteness. Take of this calcih@dar one Pound,

and being pulverized, put it in a great Glass Cucurbit, and pour to it half a Cup, or a little
more of the strongest Spirit dPljilosophica) Wing stop the Mouth very cge, and let them
stand in cold Water twenty four Hours, then put a Receiver to it, and distil in Balneo with an
easie Fire, yet so as to be distilled; which easie distillation must be continued, till the Phlegm
ascend, which must be known by the tasten feeit cool, and again put new Spirit of Wine

to the aforesaid artar, the same quantity as before, doing all things as before: which work
you must repeat fifteen times, but when the Vessel is opened in every Imbibition, above all
things have a care ofi¢ suddain fume of thignis Adepti This work being in fifteen times
compleat, lay aside three ounces of this fiéradar for a part, to multiply the Mercurial Oyl,

as lower will appear. Take the other part of this fiefadar, and distil it in Sandavith a most
strong Fire, which Fire being so distilled hath a white Colour, and idNatura ignita our
Mercury, ourA q u a , l&stlytthie Key of our Science.

This Menstruumis the same, as to the Ingredients and Virtue, with the Vegetable Heaven
of Lully, but it must be Circulated like that Heaven, in order to lose its milky and duskish
Colour, and acquire the diaphaneity and clearness of this. This Receipt hatlohlmes de
Rupescissawhich it is convenient to compare with this, especially he mgrgpmewhat in
Circumstances, by dissolvinger deliquium Tartarimpregnated with the Spirit of
Philosophical Windefore the distillation of it.

24.  TheAqua FortissimandVertuosaof Johannes de Rupescissa
Cap.43Li b. Essentii

The most Blessed God, théreator of Secrets, hath made so many wonderful things in
Nature, that neither can our Understanding perceive, some few excepted, nor Tongue express
the wonderful things of God without stammering: and among the Secrets, | will reveal to you

a Water of Divne Action, and the Magistery of it, is, to take the best whagar calcined,

and put it in an Earthen or Glass Vessel, and pour on it theRigkiSophica) Aqua Ardens

you can get, put on an Alembick, and distil thgua Ardensrery weak, then takeg away,

being little or nothing worth, except for washing of the Eyes or other parts: Then take you
Tartar, and you will find it twice as strong, and this you may prove each time by your
Tongue; put otheAqua Ardendo it again many times more, becausevill be every time
strengthened above measure, and you may bring it to so great a degree of strength, that no



created action can be compared to it: But if you would make it a hundred times stronger, grind
it, and put it upon a Porphyry or Marble, to beneerted into Water, which then must be
distilled through an Alembick.

There is yet another way of preparing this Vegetable Heaven, not by sublimation of the
Alcali, nor cohobation, but simple Circulation, namely by digesting the Alcdladér,in the
Soirit of Philosophical Winetill it swims upon the Spirit of Wine like an Oyl. It is thus done.

25.  Vegetable Mercury acuated with the Salfaftar of Lully.
In Prima Camera Individuorum, dist. 3. Lib. Essen.

In the first Chamber is signified, that our Mary is in the power of Hcfude Tarta)j and in
order to draw it out, the Artist must put the said H intaHatf(is, in a Glasdvakers Furnacg
three Natural Days, and there must be a great quantity of it, because but little will be made
from thence, whth H (Tartar now calcineyl you must grind subtilly, and put it into H of
Arboris Philosophical(into dissolution per deliquiujnupon a Marble in a very cold place,
and covered because of dust; and H will be converted intol@yr( per deliquiunwhich T
must the Artist distil through a Filtre in a Glass Vessel, and the Artist having separated T from
H, will be able to extract our Mercury out of the said T two ways. First, by the Magistery of
the Chapter beginningyon reputes me, efby Circulation like he Essence or Spirit of Wine
of Lully). Secondly, by the Magistery of the Chaptdro n  p r 1 t (byrth@ separasiom of
the Elements, of which not in this plgce

Lully sometimes used the Salt Bartar depurated instead of the Oyl dfartar per
deliquium, as in the First Experimentyou have,saith he another sign more certain of the
purification of this Individual the Salt ofTartar) namely, when this most precious Salt will
remain in the Vessel upon Fire in the Form of an Oyl, but being removedHmfire, will
suddenly be congealed. But dearest Son! Let not the Prolixity of time be irksome to you, in
dissolving and congealing this Matter so often, to take away Corruption, which remaining, it
can never be joyned with its Spirit extracted from thesimprecious, and its nearest
Individual, which is the best Wine, freed from all manner of Humidity and Corruption: Then
Circulate it in a Circulating Vessel, and so reduce it into a Quintessence, and it will forthwith

embrace its Spirit: this Circulatiowe per f or méd at first in th
compleated the same in forty days, which Circulation was much better than the first, because
the | onger it is circulated the more is it

Operations, which oet when need requires, you also must observe.
Menstruumsof this kind may be divers ways made not only out oAtba&li of Tartar,but
ot h e rAlcdliesmady the also taken instead of that, as proves the folloMamstruum.

26. The Simple Vegetabl®lenstrwumproduced from the three Individualslailly.
In Experim. 25.

Take Aqua Viteeso acute, as to burn a Linnen Cloth, which transmit again through an

Al embi ck that It may be perfectly rectifyébd
Blood, Salt extacted from Honey, as you have them above in their Experiments, all which
Salts put together in an UrinaCgcurbi) and upon every Ounce of those Salts pour four
Ounces of the aforesaftjua Vitae cover it with itsAntenotorium (blind Head then having a

little time digested put on an Alembick, with a Receiver annexed, lute the joynts well, and
distil in Ashes, suffering the Salts to go over together with the Water: If any thing remain,

pour to it again its distilled Water, and when all is come over, ponew Salt again, to wit,

one Ounce, and pass it through the Alembick as before. Thirdly, add again another Ounce of
Salt, as above, and distil, repeating this Magistery three times, every time adding new Salt:



These things being done, Circulate this #vah a Vessel deep and narrow the space of fifty
Natural Days, but observe that the Vessel respire not. Circulation being finished, you will in
the bottom of the Vessel see a Sediment like the Urine of a sound man, which will be white;
empty the Water wdy into another clean Vessel, and be careful that the Sediment pass not
over with the Water, but remain in the bottom of the Vessel: stop the Vessel of the Circulated
Water so as not to respire, and keep it in Balneo.

The preparation of the Salt of Celand is in theFourth Experiment. Then take the Ashes
of Celandine, gathered in the Month of May at full Moon, with its Roots and Flowers, and put
them in a Glass Vessel, and t heBamdgothatpoour t h
may from thencextract a Salt; and let the matter boyl two hours in a most soft Fire of Ashes;
empty the dissolution into another Vessel but dry the undissolved Earth; and when the Vessel
Is cold grind it, pouring again new water upon the Ashes as before; make itrimbyleeant
the dissolution, as before. This Magistery repeat, till you have extracted all the Salt, which is
the Mercurial part of that Individual: then take all those dissolutions and filtre them, that they
may be purged from Terrestreity; then distillibg Balneq congeal; for the Liquor being
gone over, in the bottom of the Vessel will remaiercuryor Salt of a white colour; which
Salt you must dissolve and by turns congeal three times; and by this means you will have
extracted the Mercury out of thimatter, which hath virtues almost innumerable in acuating
the Vegetable Spirit drawn from Wine, and hath the power of dissolving all Metals with the
preservation of their Vegetative and Germenative Form.

The fixed Salt of Ma ntbesElegmtio Experimerdake Bloods pr ep
drawn from sound and cholerick men, and put it on a clean Table, and so let it dry that the
Phlegm may be separated from it; then take the Blood, grind it very well, and put it into a
Glass Body, and with a slow Fire tlishe water, which being distilled keep apart; and having
augmented the Fire a little but not too intensely, lest the Salt perhaps should sublime; let only
the moisture and superfluous Oyl exhale till it will distil no more; then the Vessel being cold,

take the burned Eart h, put it i nto a Vessel
respiring it would vanish away into Smoak: set the Vessel in a reverberating Furnace, but the
heat must be exceeding temperate, that the Salt of the Matter wkiah isat i | e, and n

may not exhale; and that the Vessel may not by the violence of the Fire be broken, as hath
hapned to us; and let the matter stand in that degree of heat the space of two days, and it will
be calcindd; w h i ¢ hl, addobairgy,cold| open it;tamdeipoV thescale@ned ¢ o0 o
matter pour its own Phl egm, t hat is the wat
ashes two hours, that some part may be dissolved, and that which is dissolved decant into
another Vessel, and aigg with new water do as before; and thus repeat till you have extracted
all the Salt; then draw off the water by distillatiorBalneq and in the Vessel will remain the
Salt as white as Snow, of a great many virtues; and if you acuate the VegetahlghFirat
will without doubt dissolve the two Luminaries with the conversation of their Vegetative
Form: And with it may be made a most excelldutrum potabile to preserve the radical
moisture in men, and expel many diseases.

The Third Experimentteadeth the preparation of the Salt of Honey, after this manner
Take new white Honey together with the Comb, put it in a Glass Vessel to putrifie the space
of sixty days; then distil, etc. Then take the Eafflagut mortuup which remained in the
Urinal, andbeing perfectly ground, put it in an Earthen Vessel, made of Valentinian Chalk, or
of that which Crucibles are made of; or if you cannot have this Vessel, put the same Earth
between two Crucibles, one joyned to the other and very well luted; then setintheem
reverberating or Glasmakers Furnace, and there let them stay four or five days, so will the
Earth be white; but if you do this work in a reverberating Furnace, have a care that the Fire be
not too violent, for so would the Earth evaporate; andeafRire be too weak, it will never be
calcined, a moderate heat therefore is requisite; thus, no such error can happen as we have met



with; for when we began this work, we lost all the Earth by the violence of Fire; but to the
purpose; this Earth being caled, as aforesaid, and the Vessel cold, take it out and grind it;
then pour the water which you distilled Balneoto it, and let the matter boyl two hours
upon ashes, and empty the water into another Vessel from the Earth, which Earth you must
dry with a gentle Fire. Upon the same ashes pour new Phlegm, and let it boyl, as before,
decant by emptying and keeping, as before, the dissolution of the Body; and thus repeat the
Magistery, till you have evacuated all the most precious Salt out of it, and thvteinto

water: Then take all those dissolutions, and filtre them through a clean @o#n which

water you must distil balneq at length in the bottom of the Vessel will you have a most
Precious Salt, or Vegetable Mercury: Which done, know thight of the said Congelation or

Sal t, and pour to it a third part of the Wa
seven times in Ashesthe acid Water of Hongyand stop the Vessel with ifntenotorium

and set it in Balneo five Days; themving taken away théntenotorium and put on an
Alembick, you must with a temperate Fire by distillation exhale all the moisture that will
distil, and that will be insipid, for the Earth hath received, and in it self retained the Virtue and
Acetosity of he Water: Then again imbibe the Earth with new Water as before, and repeat the
Magistery by imbibing, digesting, and distilling so oft as before, till the Earth hath attracted
and imbibed all its Water: And so by the help of the living God will you triyehthe
Vegetable Salt drawn from this individual, which Salt is most precious, and hath the power of
acuating the Vegetable Mercury, and dissolving the two Luminaries, and all the other
imperfect Metals: And with this may Metals be reduced into theirMegter.

To these Salts requisite for tienstruumof Lully, | will add the fifth Experiment, which
teacheth to prepardlkalies from Portulaca Marina, Apium Sylvestre, Squilla, Euphorbium,
Pyrethrum, Rosmarinus, Herb Mercury, Solatrum, Oliandrumwete all which you may
acuate the Vegetable Mercury drawn from Wine, either joyntly or severally

This sort ofMenstruumgs made not only out of thkalies of Vegetables, but also out of
Mineral Salts, such as common $&8al Gemmee, Alum, et€hus it 58 made

27. TheCirculatum Minuspr Water ofSaltCirculated ofParacelsus
Lib. 10. Archidox

Take the true Element of Water, or instead thereof another Salt which hath not been as yet
boyl 6d t o pl a$ahGemdmsputrified; pour tvm partadhtseo wat er mi x 6 d
a little Juice ofRaphanusto it, putrefie in acurate digestion, the longer the better; let it
afterward congeal, and putrifie again for a Month; then distil in a Retort, the remainder urge
with a strong Fire, that it may melt; reverair in a Retort, with a continual Fire, dissolve
upon a Marble, the water flowing from hence pour to it, and putrifie again; distil again even to
an Oleosity; joyn it with the Spirit ofPhilosophica) Wineand that which is impure will fall
down, which sparate; but let the pure be cristalized in a cold place; pour on again that which
is distilled, and cohobate so oft till a fixed Oyl remains in the bottom and nothing sweet goes
over; Digest moreover for a Month, then distil, till thecanumof Salt pas®ver through the
Alembick: Nor let long labour grieve you, for this is the third part of allAlanumswhich
are hidden in Metals and Minerals; and without which nothing can be made useful or perfect.
The sameCirculatum hath Paracelsuglescribed in 8 Treatise of reducing Metals into
their first matter or runningylercury; (which is the fourth Treatise iRosario novo Olimpico
Benedicti Figul) which Description we thought good to compare with this, that they may
illustrate one anotherTake,saith he Sal Gemmaeost finely pulverized; put it in a strong
Crucible, and increasing the Fire by degrees, melt the Salt, being melted, keep it so for the
space of three Hours; the Salt being cold, pulverize it again, and melt it in a new Crucible,
according to he aforesaid method, and so proceed five or six times; then to the pulverized



Salt, pour so much of the hot JuiceRdphanughat it may be dissolvedm(x the Salt, and
squeeze it with a little of the Juice, with a wooden spoon, in a wooden Vessetibsaheed,
strain it through a sleeve, and set it apart; add again a little of the Juice, and repeat till all
the Salt be dissolvédoagulate or draw off the water by an Alembick; reduce the Salt into
Powder; putrefie irBalneosix days; then distil witan open Fire, likéAqua Regisobserving
the degrees of Fire, till nothing more ascends; force it with a most strong Fire for an hour that
it may be thoroughly calcined; pulverize the Salt, being yet hot, very small on a Marble, and
let it be dissolved bt self in a moist place; putrefie all that is dissolved by it seBatneo
three days; then distil gradually, by the Rule of Art, all the Liquor through an Alembick in
Sand; the remaining Body being well pulverized dissolve on a Marble, putrefiejstihdsl
before: repeat this three times; the remainder reduce into Powder and put in a Cucurbit; to
which pour these three distilled waters, putrefie five days, and again distil in Sand; thus
putrefying and distilling, all the Salt will at length ascehdotigh the Alembick, except a
little Caput mortuunto be cast away: but the water distilled from the substance of the Salt,
putrefie for a Day, and a Night, and rectifie twice or thrice, and you will have the water of
Salt.

This Menstruummade of Seaalt, or Sal Gemmee, Paracelsosde choice of before the
rest of the simpl&egetable Menstruumsas the best, because according to his Doctrine, it is
the Matrix or Center of Metals and Mineral®ecause,saith he being instructed by
Experiments, and having iother Books also made mention, that gnenum Ens or fifth
Essence of the Element of Water, is the Center of Metals and Minerals, and having elsewhere
also added, that every product ought to dye in that in which it receivednlite,German
Manuscriptthese Words are thus reaDas ein iegelich frucht in seiner Mutter, darinnen es
das leben uberkommen, sterben mis$st is, every Fruit ought to dye in the same Matrix in
which it obtains its Lifethat afterwards it may receive a new Life better andwdhe
deposition of the old Body be reduced into pnenum Ensor first Being: The way therefore
of extracting the Center of Water, in which Metals ought to depose their Body, will | here
add.

ThisMenstruumwe will explain by its Branches; whereof thiestis, Oyl of Salt dissolved
per deliquium.ln the first process he dissolves Sea SalSarGemmad, n wat er mi xod
the Juice oRaphanusputrefies, and with a stronger Fire distils; but tBaput mortuumtbe
remaining Salt ratherhe dissolveon a Marbleper deliquium.In the second Receipt he
dissolvesSal Gemmagheing first five or six times melted in an equal quantity of the Juice of
Raphanusmade hot, then coagulates, putrefies, and distils like comAtua fortis; the
remaining Salt redwued into Powder, being as yet hot, he dissop@sdeliquiumin a moist
place: Sometimes he does without this stinking juicdR@bhanusmore compendiously
prepare that Oyl of Safter deliquiumand that is, from Salt calcined witlitre: The Receipt
is to take of common Salt, and the Salt of Urine equal parts, to be by the Rélehgfmy
calcined two hours, then resolved in a Cellar after the usual manner, etc. From this calcined
Salt is distilled a Spirit, which resolveth Gold into Oyl; but if it be agattracted, and to the
highest degree prepared a most excelleatum potabilewill be had, but without that
extraction Distillation) the Gold is only resolved; then it is a most pure Art for Goldsmiths in
guilding, and for Irorsmiths a constant and preus Treasure to guild with, yet they that
prepare it ought to be skilflllchymists Libro de rebus Nat. Cap. 4 de Sale. pag. T9@t
Paracelsudyy the Salt of Urine intendeditre is easily proved by what follows what place
soever ¢aith hg theUrine of Man or Beast is poured forth, at the same succeeding tiBag is
Nitre produced; for Urine gathered and prepared into another Salt, is Salléditer ibidem.
But the same RecejpIract de Sale, pag. 17Ruts it out of all doubt, being thus debed.
Take Salt andbal Nitrein equal proportion; let them be calcined by themselves till they melt,
then resolve them into a Liquor.



TheSeconds, The Oyl or Essence of Salh the first process he takes the Oyl of pait
deliquium,and cohobates iso oft with the Spirit dPhilosophical Winetill the Salt remains
at the bottom in a form of an Oyl, and no Phlegm ascends; but if instead of the Spirit of
Philosophical Wineany Vegetable Menstruunte taken, as for example; thdenstruum
which we treanow of, being already prepared, or Salt circulated, there is no necessity for the
Salt to be dissolveger deliquium,but is with less pains reduced into &yl or natural
Essence. Thouglsaith hethere are more ways to extract taes primumof Salt,yet this is
most commodious and most expeditious; and after this, there is that other way which we
menti ondd, Elgroafk iShagl to,f ntahnreel y, t hat new Sal't
water, which i s t theCircdlatsnminusrmadedof Salp the water ofdSalt S a | t
circulated,(the Arcanumof Salt, theMenstruumwhichisnowinhand must be putri f
distill éd so |l ong, till the substance of tr
Oleosity, the Body in the FornT @hlegm being abstracted from Tthe place alleadged is in
Lib. 8, Archid de Elixeriis pag. 3TTake Salt well prepared, most white, and pure, put it into a
Pellican, with six times the weight of the dissolving water (by the dissolving water is our
waterof Salt Circulated to be understood.ib. 10. Archid. pag. 38.Digest them a month
together in Horselung; then separate the dissolving water by Distillation, and pour it on
again, and separate, as before, and that so oft, till the Salt be convert®glirhis way of
making the Essence of Salt with @@&culatum minusjs much better, and more exquisite
than that former preparation performed by the Spirit Rhilosophical Wine,though
Paracelsusffirms the former method to be more useful, and regpeditious than the latter;
which is to be understood of the use of both, not the preparation: For the Essence of Salt is
both sooner and better prepared with so@ieculatum minusthan with the simple Spirit of
Philosophical Winefrom which Essence @&alt which way soever made, is prepared the
Arcanum of Salt; which reason will have more commodious, and more expeditious, in
extracting the Essences of things, than the Oyl of Salt, not yet so graduated. In the second
Process,Paracelsugommands, indeedhe Oyl of Salt madper deliquiumt o be putr ef"
but as to the means of putrefaction, whether with the Spifthddsophical Winepr some
simple Vegetable Menstruunmakes no mention, without which notwithstanding the Salt
would not ascend in the éhbick, and if it were distilled, yet would it be of no use in
extracting Essences: He peudeliguiumjolbsdmettimeswitre f or e
the Spirit ofPhilosophical Winef hen being putrifyed, di stil 6
reslue of the Salt he again dissolvdédd on a Mar
it with new Spirit ofPhilosophical Winepr some Simple Vegetabiiéenstruum, so often, till
he had distill éd the whole into Spiritual Wa
The third Brarch consists in the Reduction of the Essence of Salt intArtdamumof the
same; for the Naturafthat is, Saline,)Essence of Salt, doth by being cohobated sometimes
with the Spirit of Philosophical Wine,ascend together with it, becomes sweet, and is
transmuted into thé&rcanumof Salt, or Artificial Essence, of whidkrcanumsmore in the
second Book of Medecine€ommon Salt, therefore distilled with the SpiritRfilosophical
Wine through an Alembick, is th€irculatum minusof Paracelsusthe Aqua séis circulati,
the Primum ens salighe Arcanum salisthe Aqua solvensthe Spiritus salis distillatusthe
Matrix and Centerof Metals and Minerals, etc.It is called Circulatum, by reason of the
Circulation or Digestion of the Essence of Salt for a Mowith the Spirit ofPhilosophical
Wine, or which is more probable, because of the common Circulation of all the Vegetable
Menstruumdor the space 080, 40,or 60 Days, after theMenstruumwas already made, so
that this Circulation, though omitted in bReceipt, must be understood in th€eculatums
of Paracelsudlt is not therefore callecCirculatum minusas if common Salt had less Virtues
in dissolving, than the other Salts, but because it hath those only, and not the quality of
tinging superaddedas the greateCirculatums:after the same manner as Salt is made a



Circulatum,may alsoVitriol be made &irculatum, Aluma Circulatum, Tartaa Circulatum,
etc. This way alsosaith Paracelsusis the Arcanumor Magisteryto be made of Vitriol, as
also of all other Saltd,ib. 10. Arch. Cap. 3. Pag. 38.
Lastly, As the saline Essence of Salt loseth its saltness, and becomes sweet by being
digested and cohobated in the SpiriRbfilosophical Wineso the Common Spirit of Salt well
mixed and digested waithe Spirit of Wine, becomes a swdenstruumlt is thus done.

28.  The Sweet Spirit of Salt @asilius
Lib. Partic. Sub Sulphure Solis and Rep. 12 Clav.

Take of the Spirit of Salt wholly dephlegmed one part, of the best Spirit of Wine free from all
Phlegm, or the Sulphur of Wine, made as | shall tell you lowrs Description of which we
lately had in the precedent Pagesne half part, fit an Alembick well luted, and distil
strongly, so as that nothing remains: To the Distillation add one other malbfp@pirit of
Wine; and distil, and that repeat three times, putrefie fifteen days, or till it become sweet,
which must be done in a gentle Balneo; thus will you have the Spirit of Salt and Wine with
out any corrosion for extractions.

But though thisMlenstruummay deserve its Praises, yet it can scarce be reckoned amongst
Menstruumsof this kind, where we discourse not of acid Spirits, but fixed Salts; it must
therefore be considered as an Appendix of the circulated Salt: to the lllustration of which it
will not a little conduce.

From the Receipts we observe,

1. That byAqua Vitae or Spirit of Wine, thédeptsdid not in the least intend Common,
but PhilosophicalAqua ardensfor CommonAqua ardenswill never perform that which is
desired in these Receip@nd it being granted, that it seems to perform,Mehstruumsso
made, cannot b&lenstruumsof the Adepts but Common, of no efficacy or esteem in the
more secret Chymy.

2. That Basilius has indeed sometimes used comrAgna ardendor his Menstruums
but rever by it self, but mixed with VegetaBlal Armoniack or Philosophical Salt oTartar
(that is, with the Spirit oPhilosophicalWine) volatilized; which Salt, being brought into a
liquid substance by virtue of this Spirit, in henstruum for he sepeates again from thence
the Spirit ofCommon Wineeither by Flame, or by quick Lime.

3. That the greater quantity &al Armoniackis joyned with the Spirit dPhilosophical
Wine, the stronger are theddenstruumsmade; wherefordBasilius his Menstruumsof this
Kind, from which all the commadhqua ardenss separated, are to be reputed among the best.

4. That theseMenstruumsare the Magistery of fixed Salts, Paracelsugs al | 6 d t he |
Circulatums or Arcanumof the Alkali of Tartar, Beans, Wormwood, as alsommon Salt,
Alom, Nitre, etc.

5. And therefore that theddenstruumsare Medecines.

6. That theseMenstruumanay be made several ways; as these out oB#téArmoniack
of Lully, by the method dParacelsusis Circulatums and so on the contrary, provided the
Alkalies or fixed salts be volatilized, and distilled together with the SpiriPlmfosophical
Wine through an Alembick.

7. That the Spirit oPhilosophical Winas not easily mixed with these Salts, but by certain
degrees: First, He extracts the Tincture Soul from them, that is, the more unctuous parts;
which being more volatile than the rest, are then easily distilled into a volatile Tincture, or (to
useL u | phiase) into the animated Spirit; then the remaining Earth, being now fixed by the



same meanss again volatilized by absorbing the said animated Spirit by degrees, and
sublimed intdSal Armoniack

8. That theseSal Armoniacksare sublimed with a very stron@NOTE: remainder of
sentence missing from the original mss.)

9. That these Salts are callgdarnoniack by reason of the Harmony or Perfection of
their mixtion. So have you, saith Lulthe formal Harmoniack mixtion of all the Elements;
wherefore wonder not, if we call 8al Armoniackfor so it is called, because of its exalted
and sublimed propgr the pure and first Matter of Natuldap. Mercur. pag. 155.

10.That the volatile Salt ofartar, the volatile Salt oiWormwood, Carduus Benedictus,
etc. common volatile Saltby Paracelsusc a | Ba @&nixum)ar e ri ghtSaly ter
Harmoniacks, Philosophit®egetable Mercuriesand Sulphurs of Nature, etc.

11.That the Spirit ofSalt, Nitre, Vitriol, Aqua fortis, etare by being cohobated with the
Spirit of Philosophical Winenade sweet.

The Sixth KIND.

Simple Vegetablslenstruumsnade of the Spirit and Tat of Philosophical
Wine.

29. TheCeelum Vinosurof Parisinusmade of the Salt d?hilosophical Wine
In Appendice Eluc. Pag. 271. Vol. 6. Theat. Chym.

Take the Philosophers first Matter, call@daos(Vegetable Mercury, the Philosophers Wine
distil its Spiit (arden) and Watery ElementPflegn) in its convenient Vessel, as we shall
teach in its proper place, till its Body remain in the bottom like melted Pitch, which by two
distillations wash with its Watery element, then pour its Spirit to it, four Fingleose it,

mixing the Matter well, till it be well united, and set the Vessel to distil in Balneo with an
easie heat: then put it into Putrefaction six Days in a convenient Vessel, and distil in Ashes,
(the animated Spinitthen take other Spiritatdeng and that being poured to it, put it again

into Putrefaction six Days, and so repeat this Magistery, till you see that the Spirit has
imbibed and extracted the Soul out of the Body, an infallible sign of which will be, when you
see its Earth hard and drgr then may you be assured, that the Body is for its heakh

dead, which you may vivify and make incorruptible, and it will no more fear Death, nor
Corruption in this World. Now take the aforesaid Body, first weigh it, then put it in a
convenient Vessd, and pour to it an eighth part of its Spiah{mated Spirjt which extracted

its Soul, then put your Vessel in a Fire of digestion, (which we shall speak of afterwards) and
continue the Fire till you see that the Earth hath imbibed its Liquor: them ypur Vessel,

put on an Alembick and gather that little sweat, which will have the taste of hot Water:
Imbibe now your Matter for a second time with a seventh part of the aforesaid Spirit, which
contains the Soul, and proceed in the methodizing of thresdid Magistery: Now for a third

time imbibe with a fixt part, for a fourth time imbibe with a fifth part, for a fifth time imbibe
with a fourth part, and do not multiply the weight of the aforesaid Spirit, but continue it so,
observing the aforesaid Mwid, till the Matter, which hath drunk up its Spirit, and is again
united with its Soul, be white. Take now the aforesaid Earth, and put it in convenient
sublimation, the lower part of the Vessel being luted below the Matter, and make the pure part
sublimefrom the impure, and so will you have our Mercury, which is clear and shining as a
Diamond. This is that which the Philosophers do by divers Metaphors, call the first Vegetable
Matter,Sal Armoniackour Mercury, our Sulphur of Nature, whereas notwittbtarn g 6t i s o
and the same thing. Take the other Simple Spirit, which you first extracted out @lyaos

that which hath not extracted its Soul, and make it more pure and subtil by the way following:



Take of the Vegetable first MatteB4l Armoniackwhich you made before, one Pound, and

put it in a convenient Vessel in Balneo, till the Matter dissolve it palf deliquium then

putting to an Alembick, distil the superfluous Water, then pour on three Pounds of the
aforesaid Simple Spiritagdeng andt he Vessel being convenient
manifested below, put it into Putrefaction for one Natural Day, after the manner following:
Get you a Brass Vessel, about one span and a half broad, and three spans and a half long,
which towards the Orificenust have a Copper Bottom pierced with many Holes, the Cover
whereof, which is to go into the Vessel, and stop it well, must have one or two Holes: but the
Glass Vessels, which you would put to that Copper Vessel, ought to be conveniently covered:
in the lower part of those Copper Vessels of Putrefaction must be common Water, those
Copper Vessels of Putrefaction must be common Water, those Copper Vessels put upon a
Furnace, making a moderate Fire under, by the strength of which the fume or vapour of the
Water will ascend, and heat the Vessels, in which your Matter is; the whole work of our
Supream Magistery will be matured and prepared by this Method, then distil conveniently in
Ashes with a heat, scarce unlike to the heat of the Sun, till you have diatva &lice from

it, then dissolve the Matter by pouring to it of the aforesaid Simple Spirit three parts, in
respect of the Matter, which remained in the Vessel, after the aforesaid Juice was abstracted
from it; Repeat the Magistery a fourth time, proeegdand observing all things exactly as
above: So will you have the Spirit of yo@haos which is by the Philosophers call&de
depurated reduced from power into act with the Virtue of the Vegetable Matter. Take
therefore a Glass Vessel, strong, alolecontain the measure of a common Urne, pure and
long, whose Neck must be strong, and two spans and a half long, whose Cover must be
another Glass, callefintenotoriumwith a Neck turned downward, containing the fourth part

of a common Urne, to be put cthe aforesaid Vessel: Into this Circulating Vessel put four
Pounds, and no more, of the depurated Spirit, which you brought from power to action, by
Virtue of the Vegetable Matter, as | taught you before, Circulate in Balneo, or Dung the space
of sixty Days, and when Conversion is made of the Spirit deduced from power to action by
the first Vegetable Matter, then this you will thereby know, that in the bottom of the Vessel
will be a Sediment, like the Urine of a sound Man: Then will you see a Quintesséegiter

and clearer then a Diamond, which exceeds the Stars in splendour, so as to be doubted,
whet her it be containéd in the Glass or not
Sediment, and keep in a Vessel close stopped in a cold place: Ties \irtue which the
envious have hidden, and obscured by innumerable Metaphors, ca8ipigitis Vivus, Aqua
Argenti vivi, Aqua Vitee, Aqua Celestis, Aqua Diana, Anima Menstrui Vegetabilis, Fumus,
Ventusour Heaven, Menstrual Blood, Urine sublimedemétruum, our Water of Sulphur, our
Blessed Stonegiving it-infinite other Names, which we mention not here, but have by
Experience seen and known them to be one and the same thing.

Annotations.

Most of theAdeptsknew no other but this way of acuatitige Spirit ofPhilosophical Wine,

for they believed there was one only thing, and one only Method: but this is not the last
amongst the difficult Methods, nor much different fromGHe |l u m V eof lailty anbde e

of theAlkali of Tartar TheTartarof thisWine is less Oyly than common Teayiand therefore
adjoyned to this, as a higher Kind; but t ha
convenient to compare it with its Original, taken out of the last Testameuoliyf



30. TheCeelum Vinosurof Lully.
In Testam. Noviss.

Take Red Wine, which we call the Liquorladnaria, andNigrum nigrius nigrg and distil an
Aqua ardensn Balneo, and rectify it, till it be without Phlegm, which you will know, when it
burns a piece of Linnen Cloth, by reason sfhieat, which you will make it do in five times,
sometimes in three, and having such a sign, divide it into two parts, and keep one part for the
making of theMenstruum and with the other part abstract the Soul from the Eathit¢hy
mas$ by the way wich | shall tell you. The way, my Son, is, to distil the Phlegm, till it
remain in the form of liquid Pitch, then put to it of the Watedény whi ch you rect
much, as to swim three Fingers above the Matter, and the Vessel being very clise, set
Dung or Balneo six Days to digest, after that distil all the Water, in which is the Soul, upon
hot Ashes, then increase the Fire a little, and take out the Oyl, which keep: then pour in of the
other Water grdens, or Spirit of Philosophical Wipasbefore, and put it in Putrefaction six
Days, as before, and then distil in Ashes, first the Water, then the Oyl, and thus continue the
Magistery the same way, till you have extracted all the Soul from the Earth, keep it, because it
is the animated Wateand keep the Oyl for the Tincture: Then take the Earth being dry and
hardened, and calcine till it grows white, being white, give the Soul in the Water reserved to
it. My Son! the way is this, Take the Earth being white and depur&af and know the
weight, put it in a Vessel of Glass, and pour upon it an eighth part of the animated Water, the
Vessel being very close, and place it in Balneo three days, till you see the ardent Spirit
condensed in the Balneo, and rectify it, till it be without Phlegnm th&ving put on an
Alembick, draw off the Liquor without taste, because the Soul hath embraced the Spirit,
which is in that part; and imbibe a second time with a seventh part of the animated Water, and
digest as before, and distil away the moisture: Adthime imbibe with a sixth part, digest
and distil away the Water: A fourth time pour on a fifth part of the animated Water, as before:
The fifth time give a fourth part, and digest as you know; and continue with the fourth part
always digesting and dravgrof the Liquor, till our Earth be pregnant and white: Then take
the Earth being pregnant and put it in a subliming Vessel luted and very close in a Fire of the
third degree, the space of twenty four Hours, and sublime the pure from the impure: And thus
my Son will you have the Vegetable Mercury sublimed, clear, resplendent in the Form of a
wonderful Salt. Know you must my Son, that the Philosophers and we do call it properly
Vegetable Sulphur, Sal Armoniacur Sulphut the Sulphur of Nature and many otér
Names we also give it. Take, my son, of tegetable Sulphumwhich you made, one Ounce,
put it in a Glass Vessel, and pour upon it three Ounces of the Wadag ardens rectifyed to
the highestrevealed to you before, and the Vessel being covdosg, put it in Balneo for
one Natural Day, then Distil in Ashes, till all ascend that can, then know the weight of the Salt
remaining at the bottom of the Vessel, and pour to it three times its weight of the aforesaid
Aqua ardensand put it in our Balreethe space of one natural Day, then Distil in Ashes, and
thus do three times: Then is all the Vegetable Salt come over the Helm with its own Water,
and mixture is made, and the Water clear, which weStaiple MenstruunMy Son! Take a
Glass Vessel, whit must be white Glass and sound, and it must be a large Vessel, and put
into it four Pounds, or six (at most) of tiMenstruumthus simply dissolved, and the Vessel
being well shut and sealed, put it in Balneo or Dung, the space of sixty Days, andnt will
that time be converted into a Quintessence exceeding Glorious and Odoriferous, which you
will know, when you see in the bottom of the Vessel a Sediment, like that in the Urine of a
well Complexioned Youth, and it will be clear and resplendent, asraoSkeaven: Keep it
in a hot and moist place, as is a Balneo, separating it first from its Sediment, and sealing the
Vessel well as may be.

Both Receipts agree in all things, except thatly calcines the dead Earth, and by
dissolving in common Water andalcining, purifies it; Parisinus not so: this Earth



notwithstanding seeming by this way of putrifying to be made fitter for the Reception of its
Spirit; The Receipts consist of these two parts, the preparation of the Veg&alble
Armoniack,and the Redttion of the same Salt into a liquid SubstanceManstruum:The
preparation of theSal Armoniackis effected by two Operations: In the first, the Soul is
extracted out of the Body by Virtue of the Spirit, to exanimate and fix the Earth, and make it
melt Ike Wax on a red hot Plate: In the second, the Soul is restored to this fixed Earth by
times, and this variously, to make it Volatile: In both Receipts as wellllyf, asParisinus,

the animated Spirit is restored to the Earth so exanimated, in an eggwblnth, sixth, fifth,

and fourth part of its weight, till it wholly evaporates upon a fiery hot Plate; this method of
impregnating, or revivifying the Dead Body will be confirmed and illustrated by the

VegetableSal Armoniaclof Parisinus.
In ApertorioCap. F. and L. and parte secunda Citharae vel Violettee, and CRpudd. pag.
235. Vol. 6 Theat. Chym.

Our Vegetable Mercury is that Principle to be admired above all other things of this Art,
which consists in the preparation and ablution of its mostious Earth, which is of so great
Virtue, as not to be comprehended by the wit of any Men, those only excepted, who have
attained to the miraculous effects of it. Our purpose is to take the matter remainihg (
distillation of Philosophical Wine)ike melted pitch, to which pour of its DeatPhlegn) the

height of four fingers above it, agitate; that the tincture, or unctuous superfluous part of it may
be dissolved, let the matter settle, decant the tincture, to the remaining matter pour new
Phlegm,agitating and decanting so oft, till no more tincture ascends, and the Earth remains
white, sparkling like a Diamond, which dry in the Sun or some such heat; being dryed and
pulverized, pour to it of C, that is, itarflen) Spirit, so much as will swimpon it the space

of four Fingers, digest in a blind Head three natural Days, then distil with a slender heat of
Ashes, till the Veins disappear, take away the Receiver, stop it well, put another to, distil
away all the Phlegm with a Fire somewhat strongeo| the Vessel, take out the Matter being
hardened; pulverize, and putting it in the same Vessel, pour to it of C the breadth of three
Fingers, lute, and putrefie three days, take away the blind Head, distil through an Alembick,
till the Veins ascend, #n change the Receiver, as before, repeat these Operations, till the
Earth remain white, and fume not upon a hot Plate: Now take a Phial, put the aforesaid Earth
into it, lute well the Neck of the Phial, and set it to digest, or calcine rather in Asbdegman

will have your most precious Earth now fit to receive its Spaitithated or Soul with the
conservation of its radical moisture. Take this Earth, put it in a round Vessel, a hands breadth
deep, broad about the Orifice, and imbibe it with its Soulanimated Spirit, as we shall
decl are, cap. L. thus have you so full an 1In
to err, if you be a faithful Christian. | promisdue(goes on cap. L.to give you full direction

for the making of all sost of Sulphurs for our Magistery, that is, Mineral, Vegetable, and
Animal Sulphur. Wonder not, that | did first sublime, and vivify the Mineral Sulphur of
Nature, | doing this, to give them in order, and that you might the better attend your Practice
and Tteory: though | know, you are not ignorant, that no dissolution can be made without
either Vegetable or Animal Sulphur. Now to our purpose; Take the Vegetable Earth prepared,
as | taught you cap. F. imbibe it with its animated Spirit, giving an eighttopiar{in respect

of the Earth cover the Vessel with a Blind Head, digest eight days in Balneo, then lay aside
this Head, and draw of all the insipid moisture in a gentle heat of Ashes, or of the Sun: then
imbibe with a seventh part, digesting in Balnaod distilling in Ashes, as before; then imbibe
with a sixth, then a fifth; lastly a fourth part, and with this quantity repeat the rest of the
imbibitions, till the Earth hath drank up two parts and more of its weight: Then take the Earth
out of the Vessl, pulverize, and put a little of it upon a red hot Plate, if the greatest part of it



fume away, put the powder into a Sublimatory, and sublime the Philosdddedsmoniack
giving the beginning of Vegetation to both the terrestrial Luminariesid and Silver)
without which, neither the Vegetable nor Animal Work, yea nothing at all can be done in this
Magistery.

This Volatilization of the fixed Earth th&deptsperformed other ways also, not always
observing the order of the aforesaid weights of thenated Spirit, in the resuscitation or
impregnation of the dead Body: For sometimes they imbibed this exanimated Earth with an
eighth part of its animated Spirit so oft, till it became animated again, and was made Volatile.
ThusLully made his.

The Vegetale Sal Armoniaclof Lully.
Libro de materia Vegetabili in practica quarta.

Take excellent Wine either red or white, distil by the Rule of Art an ardent Spirit, burning
Cotton, evaporate the Phlegm till the Matter remain thick, as melted pitch, to whiclofpo
the ardent Spirit so much, as to swim four Fingers above it: digest for a week in Balneo, then
distil the animated Spirit by Ashes, to the Earth pour new ardent Spirit, repeating so oft, till
the Earth remain dry, and in the Form of powder: Moreoyar,must from the Earth distil an
Oyl in Ashes with a Fire sufficiently strong, so as that the Earth being laid on a red hot Plate,
casts forth no fume. That Oyl, as also the Phlegm are of no value in the present Work. Calcine
or Reverberate the said Bart a close Vessel, to which pour of the animated ardent Spirit an
eighth part in an Alembick, digest in Balneo three days, then gently draw off the superfluous
moisture, being insipid as common Water, imbibe as before, and continue so oft, till the Earth
be made Volatile, which you will know, if a little of it put on a red hot Plate be almost wholly
evaporated: This impregnated Earth sublime with a subliming Fire the space of twenty four
Hours: The Volatile and sublimed Salt sublime by it self yet twid@ch is to be with the
ardent Spirit dissolved, distilled, and forty or fifty days Circulated into an Odoriferous Liquor.
Sometimes they impregnated the Earth from the beginning to the compleat saturity of it,
with a fourth part of the animated Spirit,utt

The Vegetabl&al Armoniaclof Lully.
In Apertorio suo.

Take of the best Juice @funaria, that you can find, one Pound or two, and put it into a
Vessel with an Alembick, the seams being well joynted and luted, set it in a little Furnace, and
undernath make a Fire of one wiek, and with such a gentle heat let the aforesaid Spirits be
distilled, and so long, till it begins to make Veins: When therefore the Phlegm begins to shew
Veins, then is it a sign, that the Spirit is distilled, which containg ail ithe perfection of

Life, and then take that distilled Spirit, and keep it very choicely in a Glass well stopt with
white Wax, then put another Receiver under the Alembick, and receive the second Water,
because it retains yet something of the aforeSaidt, though not so strong as the first: distil
from that second Water so long, till nothing else comes but Phlegm, which is no otherwise
then as common Water, tasting a little, if it has yet any virtue, than may you distil yet more,
but if it be as theother Water pure in taste, then lay aside the Receiver with that second
Water, and put another Glass to receive all the Phlegm, distilling so long, till nothing more
distils, and then let all the Phlegm be poured away, because it is that, which britiggoDea
our Precious Stone, and this the vulgar knows not, but we know! Now have you the Earth,
which remained in the bottom of the Vessel flack, like melted Pitch: For that, calcination of
the Earth cannot be done with a strong Fire, as Sophisters bélig\viejs done by its own
Spirit, which keeps it from burning, because its Spirit draws the Soul from its Body, and



repels its superfluous Phlegm, and mortifies the Earth, and then vivifies it: Now therefore
calcine the aforesaid Earth in this manner; Tk second distilled WateAqQua ardens
mi x 6 d wi)tard pdeihitiugog thre black EartRifch) in its Vessel, and mix well, till it
be dissolved, because the Earth is presently dissolved. Then put on an Alembick, and lute
well, and distil the Spiritvith one wiek, as | told you before, till you see Veins, then again
separate the Receiver of the Alembick with the Spirits, and set it apart, and put another
Receiver to, and distil on, looking if there be yet any Spirits there, if not, then the Water
which i s distilldd hath a taste | ike hot ¢ ommc
such Water is Phlegmatick, which causeth Death to our Stone: And after the whole distillation
take the Vessel with all the Matter, which you will then find more haad thefore, and this is
the reason, because that Spirit hath attracted the Aereral Soul to it from its Body, it being the
place in which the Soul is contained: that Operation repeat so oft, till you see your Matter
calcined in the bottom in the Form of abtk Powder, or even so long, till you see no more
Phlegm arise, so as the last Water to be of as great virtue, strength, smell and taste, as the
first: And you must not be ignorant, that in the third distillation those two Spitig¢ well
r e c t) aré t dadmixed together upon their Earth, so long, till the Earth and Spirits have
those signs aforesaid, namely, the Earth be calcined, and the Spirits yield no Phlegm. Then
take the Earth, and with it a fourth part of its weight of the Spirit, anchputiatter into your
Vessel, which we caRetentoriumand place it in a Furnace, continuing an easie heat so long,
till the Spirit be altogether coagulated in the Earth. Know Son! that the Body, which was
Dead, puts on white Garments, as, if God pleaes, shall see, when you try the things
aforesaid. Son! this must you repeat with new Spirit so long, till you see the Earth altogether
white as Snow: and then is the Earth big and impregnated with Eternal clarity, which will
bring forth an Infant, accordin® this way: When the Earth is very white, then Son! take it
out of its Vessel, and grind it into a most fine powder, and this do upon a Glass Plate, then
again put it into a Vessel, luting the Joynts of it well, and set it on a little Furnace, and kindle
a Fire, continuing it for thirty Hours, and in the corners and sides of the Vessel you will find
our Infant, born and resuscitated in the likeness of a powder, most white, most fair, and in
such clearness, as the Body of Silver: Keep it therefore in égtgem, because it is your
Terra foliata and it is called the Spirit of sublimed Bodies, converted Teiwa foliata and
it is called the Spirit of sublimed Bodies, converted ifgora foliata so win to the same the
Soul, etc.

Sometimes they impregedtthis Earth without observing any weight, as thus

Another Vegetabl&al Armoniaclof Lully
In Luce Mercuriorum

Take Wine red or white, putrify it in Balneo twenty days at least, that the parts of it may be
disunited, and the better separated, thedistyllation of Balneo, with a most gentle Fire draw

off the Aqua ardenswhich put in rectification so oft; till nothing of the Phlegm remains: then
draw off the Phlegm by distillation with a Fire of Ashes, till a certain matter remains in the
bottom of he Vessel like liquid Pitch, and the said Phlegm put apart: then take the said
matter, and pour to it of the Phlegm so much, as to swim four Fingers above it, and put it for
two days in Balneo, then one day in a Fire of Ashes, that it may boyl leisurdlyoa will

find the Phlegm much coloured, which empty into another Vessel, set it in Balneo again for
two days with new Phlegm, and for one day in Ashes, then empty it into another Vessel, and
thus proceed till the Phlegm will be no more coloured, athiegm be wanting, then take

the coloured Phlegm, and by distillation draw off one half, or a third part of it by Balneo, and
operate with it as before; but when that Phlegm is no more coloured, then will there remain in
the bottom of the Vessel an Earfmast white, the Phlegm having attracted all the Oyl out of



it: if you would separate them asunder, put them in distillation of Balneo, then the Phlegm
only riseth, and the Oyl will remain in the bottom of the Vessel most red. Take this Earth, and
pour tothe same of MercuryMegetable, or Aqua ardenso as to swim two Fingers above it,
and put it in a Fire of Ashes for one natural Day, so as to boyl gently, then dralisolf {he
Earth by a Fire of Ashes as before, and put it apart: And ofAmgwa adenspour to the said
Earth so much, as to swim two Fingers above it, and set it in Ashes for a Natural Day, then
draw it off by distilling in Ashes as before: and thus proceed till there be no more Spirit
(elsewhere called Sgutemaining in the Earth,ubt al | pass Adqua ardeesr wi t |
which you may know by the Earth remaining in a most impalpable powder, and putting it on a
Fire-hot Plate it will yield no smoak, which will be a sign, that it is without SpBau):
which Earth put then into dégtion in anAthanor, and there let it stand ten days in a
continued Fire. Then take of thgua ardensin which the Spirit $ou) is, and pour it upon
the said Earth, swimming one Finger above it, and put it in an Athanor for one Natural Day;
then set iin Balneo, and by distillation draw off tigua ardensvithout the Spirit Sou) the
Spirit remaining in the Earth, then pour on otAgua ardensand thus reiterate, till the Earth
hath drank up all its Spirit, which you will know by putting the Eargon a red hot Plate,
because the greatest part of it will turn into Smoak; which Earth digest for six Natural Days in
an Athanor, then put it in Ashes, increasing the Fire, till by the sublimation the Vegetable
Mercury riseth at the sides of the Vessal] &n the bottom remains tierra damnatawhich
is not an ingredient to our Work: Which Mercury gather speedily, and whilst it is new; after
its rising, mix it with its Water for two days, and it becomes a Water which hath wherewithal
to dissolve all Metls with the preservation of their Form, and this Water we\tzdletable
Menstruum

Animal Sal Armoniacksnay also be made the same way as Vege&dill&rmoniackghus
is made.

The animalSal Armoniaclof Lully.
In Testam. Novissimo.

Son! there is anber way of this animal Sulphur of Nature, in which there is most accurate
knowledge, as in Vegetables, which you must perform by the method which we shall teach
you; and Son! the way is to take the Urine of Young Men of good Complexion, and put itin a
Glass Vessel forty days, till it be putrified: then take a Cucurbit, and putting on an Alembick
in Balneo for the space of forty hours, distil a clear Water, and the Spirit will remain in the
Earth (he Soul as Pitohdry it being well luted, and rectify thé/ater seven times, and the
white Salt {olatile) which it made in every distillation gather warily, that it may not feel the
Air, and put it in its WaterQpirit.) Then put the Earth and Watd?itch and Spirif together

in Balneo or Dung for four days, @h distil in the same Balneo, and put it again upon the
Earth, digest and distil again as before four days; then take the Water by it self, and put it in
Dung the space of two Natural Days, and distil in Balneo, and again putrify in Dung, and
continue thisorder five times: Then is the WateBgrit) perfectly rectifyd:«
work being ended, restore the Water to the Edrilclf) and set it in Dung, then distil in
Balneo, and dry up the Earth and the Alembick being taken off, and another @ower, p
sublime for the space of twenty four hours the animal Sulphur of Nature: Then gather it
together, and upon the Earth, which remained, pouaitsnated Water, and put it in Dung,

and distil in Balneo, dry and sublime as before, repeating, tithallSulphur be sublimed.

Son! We have revealed to you every way of knowing our Vegetable Sulphurs, and also the
animal Sulphur, with a Declaration of the whole Magistery. Now, with the help of God, we
shew you, that there is one way and means in the &amdgain the Vegetable, without any
variation.



This Receipt being less clear, in making no mention of the Spihiedsophical Wine,
and yet of no worth without it; | will therefore add his sixth Experiment of the rational
Animal, where thusVery great certainly, and incomprehensible Gifts hath the most high God
vouchsafed to us; in the acknowledgment of which, our Duty is both Day and Night to love,
worship, and revere him with our whole heart, and everywhere extol his Name with all our
might: for begles his creating us out of nothing, and redeeming us with his most precious
Blood, he hath also made Man partaker of all the Blessings contained in the greater World,
and for this reason is callédicrocosm for it has by divine inspiration been reveatedus,
that all Virtues as well Animal and Vegetable, as Mineral are in Man himself, and this very
thing | will prove to be true by this wonderful Experiment: Take the Urine of Boys, which
must be from the eighth to the twelfth Year, and no more; whicheUgather from those
Boys in the Morning, ri sing out of Bed, a g
have, which must be very well putrified in
respire, two parts of which Vessel must be ful tther empty, and thus ought it to be placed
in Horse Dung to putrify, till the Urine grows black, which commonly happens within forty or
fifty days: but that the Urine may putrify and grow black in a shorter space of time, this we
have had for a secreand proved it by true Experiment, that mixing and joyning a Cup of
Aqua Vitee (Philosophica) but first highly rectified with the aforesaid Urine, will accelerate
Putrefaction: Putrefaction being done, put the Urine in an Urir@licrbi) with an
Alembick and Receiver carefully stopbéd, two par:
empty, and distil in Balneo with a gentle Fire one part of three, or till it produceth Veins in the
Head, which Veins being vanished and gone, remove the Receiveremylvery close
stopdd keep it with the dSpsiafitih&paceVdsdoldas, whi
you can: then continue the distillation, increasing the Fire, and its Phlegm will be distilled,
which requires a stronger Fire to go ovez thelm: and thus continue distilling, till the Body
appears in the likeness of Honey, or melted Pitch, then let the Vessel cool, and keep the
Phl egm, which shall di stil: Then take the f|
the beginning, ahrectify it thus: Put it into a large Cucurbit an Arm and a half high, then put
into the Mouth of the said Vessel Cotton enough to stop the Mouth of it; which Cotton must
be first moistened with Oyl, and pressed out, and tyed to a Hempen Thred, thagouhen
have a mind, you may draw it out of the Neck of the Vessel, and that the Cotton may not fall
into the Cucurbit; then put an Alembick to the Cucurbit with a Receiver, the Joynts being very
close, besmeared with Whedbwer and Linnen Swaths, that ispparted with the Pap of
Flower bound fast to the Neck of the Cucurbit, to keep the Vessels from respiring, which past
(Chymical Lutg being dryed, put the Cucurbit to a Fire of Balneo, boyling gently, and the
matter will be sublimed into a most precioudtSédet Son! take notice of this, that the Beak
of the Alembick must be large and wide, lest the Salt rising and subliming out of the Cucurbit
should stop the Mouth of the Beak of the Alembick, when it flows over into the Receiver; for
if so, the Vessels auld be broken, as it hath also happened to us, when we brought this
Experiment to practice; when you see all the Salt gone over by distillation, there will remain
in the Cucurbit a certain Phlegmatick Water, which throw away, as nothing worth; but the
Sat empty with <car e, and keep it i n a GI ass
Volatile, and we will use it either for the dissolving of Bodies, or for the making of
Medecines. There is also another way of rectifying or purging the aforesaid &pmalbr
Mercury: Take therefore that animal Spirit, and distil by Balneo, and half the Liquor being
gone over, remove the Receiver, and throw away that which remains in the Vessel: that which
is distilled, distil again, taking two parts of it, what rengain the Vessel throw away again as
before, and what is gone over, distil again a third time and take little less than all of it, and
thus wil |l you have the ani mal Spirit or Me
exanimate your Earth, which yowadh before remaining in the likeness of liquid Pitch: Take



therefore that liquid Pitch, or rather Earth dissolved, and pour upon it so much of the aforesaid
animal Spirit, as to rise four Fingers above it, the Vessel withnitenotoriumute, with Wax
gunmmed, that it exhale not, then shake the Vessel or Urinal very well, that the Spirit may be
incorporated, and the Earth being well joyned with the Spirit dissolved, put it in putrefaction
for two Natural Days then take away tArtenotorium and immediatelyput on an Alembick
with a Receiver, lute well to prevent respiring, and distil by Ashes: Have a care of the fumes
when you open the Vessel, for they are exceeding strong. All the Spirit therefore being by
distillation gone over, increase the Fire, that Boul may be imprinted into the distilled
Water, and lastly again increase the Fire thus gradually, till some other Salt or Sulphur be
sublimed: When no more will sublime, cool the Vessel, and gather the sublimation, and lay it
with the animated Spirit taly distilled; then take out the hard and burned matter remaining in
the Vessel, and grind it, and pour again to it of new Spirit as above, cover the Vessel with its
Antenotoriumagain as above, and putrify, then take awayAfiienotorium and putting omn
Al embick with a Receiver we l | stopdd, di sti
distill éd again as before, increase the Fire
and the other part of the Sulphur sublimed; but when you semgatiore will distil, nor any
thing sublime, suffer the Vessel to cool, and keep the animated Spirit last distilled with the
other distilled before: So also, if any part of the Salt ascends by sublimation, mix it together
with the aforesaid Spiritasbe®or, and keep them all i n a Vesse
new Spirit upon the Earth, so as to rise three Fingers above it, and joyrmgeaiotoriumo
it, putrify as before, and then distil in Ashes as before: but when nothing more will distil,
increase the Fire as much as possible by adding fuel, that the Earth may be calcined, and in
this third Operation converted into a Beretine or ash Colour, then the Vessel being cold, and
the Receiver with the animated Spirit taken away, keep it with thefrés¢ animated Spirit,
but put the Earth into a Vessel of Earth or Chalk, which must be sound, and able to endure
Fire, covered with the like Vessel, giving it as strong a heat as can be made with wood, and so
continue two days, then by that time you whidlve calcined the Earth; the Vessel being cold,
draw out the said Earth, which will be almost white, or of an ash Colour clear and bright, pour
so much of its Phlegm upon it, as will swim four Fingers above it, and let it boyl in Ashes
four Hours, and the decant the Liquor warily into another Vessel, and keep it; dry the
remaining Earth and pour to it again of new Phlegm as before, then make it boyl as before,
then decant as before, and dry the Earth; thus repeat the Magistery till all the Earth is
dissolved, or the most part of it imprinted into that Phlegm, which probably will happen in the
third or fourth dissolution: if any thing remains undissolved, throw it away, for it is an empty
Earth of no Virtue, but the Earth which was dissolved in the Phlegss through a Filtre,
and then again through a most fine Linnen Cloth, which done, congeal the dissolution in a
most gentle Fire of Ashes, in a Glass Urinal, to which must be put an Alembick with its
Receiver: which being congealed, dissolve again irséime Water lately filtred, then pass it
through a Cloth again, and lastly congeal it as before: But this Magistery you must reiterate,
till it yields no more Terrestreity in the Filtre: Then keep our Physsedl Armoniack our
Animal Sulphuyour fixedAnimal Mercury, whereof lay a little upon a hot Plate, and if it melt
as Wax without smoak, it is a sign you have Angent vivefixed, and perfectly depurated,
wherewith you will be able to accomplish many Experiments: This is that Mercury, which
hath affeded us most reasonable succour, as shall be manifested in the following
Experiments.

To this exanimated Earth restore the animated Spirit by various imbibitions, according to
the ways described in the preparations of Veget&alk Armoniacks, becaussaith Lully,
there is but one way and method in the animal, as in the Vegetable, nothing varying.

But the ways of making these Salts being very tedious, we will for a conclusibruatdd y 6 s
way of abbreviation.



The Vegetabl&al Armoniacknade by the accutian of Lully.
In Testam. Noviss.

This Sulphur ¢f Naturg may, my Son! with the help of God be wonderfully abbreviated and
the way is this: To take our liquid Pitchffer the Phlegm is drawn ¢faind put it into a
Cucurbit, in a Fire of the third degreand extract the Oyl, till the Earth remains dry and
burned. My Son! calcine as | have taught you, and purify the Earth, and so separate the Salt
from it, and upon it pour a forth part of the Spirit, which is in the second Wdisti|léd out
of the Pith) and digest as above; then drawing off the Liqsopérfluous, insipid, and to be
cast away pour again a fourth part, digest and dry as before, till the Earth be pregnant, the
sign will be, that nothing moreo{ the aforesaid Phlegm or Liquowill distil, sublime, and
you will have the Vegetable Sulphur clean and pure, and of the same Virtue with the first. |
charge you, my Son! with the fear of God, not to reveal this most excellent way of
abbreviation to any Man.

Parisinugn his way of making Vegsile Sal Armoniackdeclares the Oyl extracted out of
the Pitch ofPhilosophical wineto be superfluous and inconsonaSteparatesaith he all the
superfluous unctuosities, which do burn the
that Vegetale Matter, and are repugnant to that compositemmd a little after After the
separation of the superfluous unctuosity, and aereal substance, which blacks and burns the
other precious Elements of this composition, pour to it its ardent and celestial Bgy,
Lully himself has in some Experiments before declared, that Oyl, as also the Phlegm of the
Wine to be of no Virtue in the present Work: nevertheless in this accurtati@al of
Armoniack, he not only useth the said Oyl, and indéettich you may wader a) for the
abbreviation, of a most tedious labour, but also affirms 8altArmoniackthus prepared, is
of the same Virtue with the rest. Sometimes he used also the Water or animated Spirit,
together with the Oyl, for present abbreviations thus:

Another Vegetabl&al Armoniaclby the Accurtation oEully.
Lib. de materia Vegetabili in practica septima.

Take the best red Wine, distil the ardent Spirit, according to Art, so as to burn Cotton, after
that the Phlegm, upon the matter remaining in thitobo of the Alembick, being thick as
liquid Pitch, pour the Phlegm half a foot above it, let it boyl three Hours, decant the tinged
Phlegm, pour on other, repeating so oft, till no more will be tinged, if you have not Phlegm
enough, you must draw off thénged Phlegms in Balneo, which being evaporated, a
Vegetable Oyl remain in the bottom of the Glass, the tincture being drawn out of the Phlegm,
the matter will remain like a dry Earth, upon this dry Earth pour of the ardent Spirit the height
of four Finges, | et it boyl two Hours, that which
Earth, let it settle two Hours, then decant the animated Spirit from the Spirit or Soul of the
Earth, pour new Spirit upon the Earth, doing as before, three times: TthebEeng black and
calcined, put into a Glass with a long Neck, and pour the Vegetableaf@yegaid to it,
digest in Ashes ten days, then decant, and put it into an Alembick, to which add a fourth part
of the ardent Spirit animated, digest in a vaporBadneo for twenty four Hours, then
continue the superaddition of the other three parts of the animated Spirit every twenty four
Hours, then distil away the superfluous, insipid, and useless Liquor gently by Ashes, and
augmenting the Fire by degrees, soigithe Volatile Salt, etc.

Hitherto of the various preparations of VegetaBi ArmoniacksWe will now proceed to
the other partof th€ T | u m V inanely, thexseveral ways of reducing these Salts into a
liquid substance. ThAdeptsdid for the most art distil through an Alembick one part of



VegetableSal Armoniackwith three parts of théqua ardensto which Liquor they added
again one part of the aforesaid Salt, and di
four times, to make the wéigof the of the Salt and Water equal; for the greater the quantity

of the same Salt, the stronger is the quality ofMemstruum then lastly they circulated the
Menstruum thereby to make it more pure and excellent: But though this Method was more in

use among théAdepts,yet either their curiosity or sedulity found out also other ways; so
instead of théAqua ardenswherewith they prepared the VegetaSk Armoniackas well as

the Menstruum,they sometimes tookqua arden<irculated, or the Heaven,rd&ssence of
Philosophical Wineglescribed ifNumb. 1.1t is thus done,

31. Cil um V edlalty €ilculated
Lib. de materia Vegetabili in practica quinta.

Take the best white Wine, distil the ardent Spirit till it burns Cotton; put this Spirit into a
Circulatory two thirds empty, strengthen the Mouth with Wax, and Bury it in hot Dung, with
its Mouth downward, for the Spirit to be circulated and digested the space of forty five Days,
or till it swims above more pure and clean, the Form of an Oyl, sethe Heaven, or Essence

of Philosophical Winein Numb. 1.) having seen this sign, take out the Glass warily, and with
a Needle perforate the Wax, that the impure may flow out, then suddenly turn up the
Circulatory, that the pure or more fine may remahich we call the ardent Spirit circulated,
which is of the most delicious Sent: now take the residue, from which the Spirit of Wine was
drawn, and distil the Phlegm; and upon the matter remaining like melted Pitch, pour the said
Phlegm, so as to swim folingers above it, digest two days in Balneo, decant the tinged
Phlegm, and pour on other, and that repeat so often, till the Phlegm will be no more tinged,
which is a thing useless in this operation: Now the Earth calcine in a Reverberatory,
pulverize, ptit in an Alembick, and imbibe with an eighth part of the ardent Spirit circulated,
digest in Balneo, and distil some certain superfluous moisture by Ashes: continue this
imbibition, digestion, and distillation, till the Earth be impregnated with theSgigit, which

was in the ardent Spirit circulated, of which the sign will be, if it doth almost all evaporate,
being a little of it cast upon a red hot Plate: This impregnated Earth being put into a
Sublimatory, sublime according to Art into a Volatile tSathich digest in Balneo two days

and more, with six parts of the ardent Spirit circulated, decant the dissolution gently, and if
any thing remain undissolved, proceed with it as before, this dissolution circulate thirty days,
and it will be a Quintesseacto be compared in Virtue with th&urum potabileof the
Ancients.

As theseMenstruumsare made either weaker or stronger according to the variety of
weight, so also are they more or less pure, by longer, or shorter, or altogether neglected
circulation, or someMenstruumghere are of this kind, which thdeptscirculated not: For
an Example take the following

32.  The less Vegetablglenstruunof Lully.
Lib. de materia Vegetabili in practica prima.

Take the best Wine (red is the best) two pounds of itinpata Cucurbit with a blind Head,
and luting the joints well, put it in Balneo, to putrify kindly the space of forty five days, then

fit an Alembick to it, and augment the heat
rectify thrice by it self, otill it is free from all Phlegm, and burns Cotton; keep this ardent
Spirit well stopdbd in a cold place: take t he

off the Phlegm, till it remain thick like liquid Pitch, upon which pour of 8pritus adensso
much, as to be the space of four Fingers above it, digest three days in Balneo, then distil



gently by Ashes three days, and by Virtue of a stronger Fire, the ardent Spirit will carry over
the Soul with it, which it could not do in Balneo; keep thstillation: To the remaining
Matter pour new Spirit, doing so often, till all the Soul be come over, and that you will know,
if by being projected in a small quantity upon a red hot Plate, it yields no smoak, because the
matter is now deprived of its 8l which we call dry Earth, which imbibe with an eighth part
of the animated ardent Spirit, digest for three days in Balneo, then distil gently in Ashes the
superfluous Liquor, being insipid as common Water: make the second imbibition with a
seventh partand so continue doing as before, till the Earth be made heavier by a fourth part
of its weight, and it will be disposed to a reduction into a Volatile Salt by the way of
sublimation: This Earth therefore being well pulverized, put into a Sublimatorynestinmg
Fire according to Art, and that which you find sublimed white as Snow, is the Volatile Salt,
which keep in a Vessel well stop6d: Take of
parts, digest in Ashes, and the dissolution is the \&bdetQuintessence apt to dissolve the
perfect Bodies oSolandLung to make arklixir, and other Medicines precious and grateful.
Vegetablesal Armoniackd i s s o Aguaatdenisdme part of the Salt to fix of the Spjrit
makes the preseMenstruumput the following is prepared fror8al Armoniackresolvedper
deliquium.

33. The Vegetabl&lenstruum per deliquiurof Lully.
Lib. de materia Vegetabili in Practica secunda.

Take the best whitéVine, putrify it in Balneo twenty days, or longer, then distil 8paritus
ardensaccording to Art, till it burns Cotton; then draw off the Phlegm, till the matter remains
in the bottom of the Vessel thick as liquid Pitch, to which matter pour so much of the Phlegm,
as will swim four Fingers above it, digest in Balnemtdays, and in Ashes one day, decant
the tinged Phlegm; pour new Phlegm to the matter, doing as before, till no more will be
tinged, and the matter remains at the bottom of the Vessel like a white Earth, upon this Earth
pour the height of two Fingers ofdhardent Spirit, digest for a day in Ashes, and the Soul
which is in the Earth, will enter into the ardent Spirit, decant the ardent Spirit being animated,
pour off the ardent Spirit again upon the Earth, doing it so oft as before, till the Spirit draws
out no more Soul, and the Earth remains in the Form of a most fine powder, being despoiled
of all its Soul, which you will know, if it smoaks not upon a fiery Plate; this Earth digest ten
days in Ashes, then put it in Balneo, and pour of the tinged Phlegmag, as will swim two
Fingers over it, distil in Balneo, cast away the distillation as a thing of no Virtue, then again
pour the tinged Phlegm upon the Earth, repeating as before, till no Phlegm remains, and the
Earth is impregnated with all the tinctutet was in the Phlegm: This done, imbibe the Earth
with the animated ardent Spirit, digest with an easy heat in Balneo, till the Earth is well dryed,
then again imbibe, and so oft as before, till the animated ardent Spirit is absorbed by the
Earth, ands made Volatile, which you will know, if a little of it cast upon a burning Plate
fumes away for the most part; then put this matter into a sublimatory, and sublime with a
subliming Fire, and that which is sublimed, is the Volatile Salt of the Vegetalitermaut
that Volatile Salt into a Phial, digest in Balneo for a day, and it will be reduced into a Water,
which we call VegetableMenstruum which is a wonderful dissolvent for the radical
dissolving of the two Luminaries.

ThesaVienstruumghe Adeptsmade sometimes not of VegetaBlal Armoniackput by the
way following.

34. The Vegetable Mercury afully.
Lib. de Mat. Vegetabili in practica sexta.



Take the best odoriferous Wine, put it in a Circulatory large enough, stop the said Vessel very
well with Supbhur melted, and putrify in Balneo twelve or fifteen Days, then distil the Spirit
and Phlegm according to Art, till the Spirit burns Cotton; upon the matter remaining like
liquid Pitch pour six parts of the Phlegm, digest two Days in Ashes, shaking tkel Viess
and then, decant the Phlegm being tinged, pour on other, and doing as before, till it hath
extracted all the tincture, and a black Earth remains at the bottom of the Alembick: put the
tinged Phlegm in an Alembick, and distil in Balneo, and thatlwhemains at the bottom of
the Vessel will be the Vegetable Oyl, pour the ardent Spirit to the height of four Fingers upon
the black Earth, distil by Ashes, and that which is distilled will be the ardent Spirit
impregnated, to the matter pour new ardgnti repeating as before three times, and in the
last increasing the Fire about the end: Calcine the Earth with a Fire of Reverberation into
whiteness, out of which extract the fixed Salt with a little of the Phlegm, the fixed Salt being
pulverized, puin an Alembick, pour to it the animated ardent Spirit about two Fingers, distil
gently in Balneo the insipid and useless moisture, repeat as before, till the animated Spirit
ascends without diminution of its Virtue, and then will you have the fixed Sadted, which
put in an Alembick, and pour to it the Vegetable Oyl three Fingers high, digest in Ashes for a
day, increase the Fire, and distil whatsoever can ascend; the distillation keep warily, because
it is the Vegetable Mercury: But if any of the Sadtnains in the Alembick, you must repeat
the same operations, till at length all the Vegetable Mercury passeth through the Alembick,
which will extract the Tincture of Gold, being calcined with common Mercury and Salt, and
lastly with Sulphur, which is aexcellentAurum potabile

Sometimes they prepared thédenstruumsy cohobation alone, without any imbibition:
For Example.

35. The rectifiedAqua Viteeof Lully.
In potestate Divitiarum.

Take Wine, separate the Spirit warily, as soon and as purely as ypbemause you will

never separate it so warily, but that it will contain in it some of the purest part of this

Phlegmatick Substance, or Water: this Spirit being once separated, is called Mercury, that is,

Aqua ardensthe sign of which is, that if you mlia Linnen Cloth in it, it will turn into a flame

(if first kindled and not be burned, but if you separate often timesxtify) it is called

Lunariar ect i f y 6Adua artlehsa ¢ c ti isf,y 6 d, wher eof t he sign

di ppo6d iallawayt Sepakate now sl the superfluous Phlegm, till none at all remains,

and at the bottom will reside a Pitch; then mix thmaria, that is,Aqua ardeng ect i f yo6d,

with that substance made like soft Pitch, shaking it well, till it be incorporatedsetnit to

di stil, and that which goes o\Akehymistsseskfoc.al | ed

That Blood is also called Air or Wind, and of this thing spakePhiéosophey when he said

Wind carried him in its Beltyfrom the remainder sepagathe superfluous Oytélled above

Vegetablg by distilling it through a Glass Alembick, till nothing remains, which Oyl keep

apart, till I shall tell you; but the residue will be a substance black and dry, which reduce to a

fine powder, and mix by littend | i ttl e with the rectifyod N

together for the space of three Hours, and then distil, and then this Water iAqaléedjnea

rectificata, or Fiery Water r eCaputi nioptuiurdin a Fumace of c a |l c i

Reverberaon, till it be made like Lime, and this Calx or Lime mix with the Fiery Water

rectifydd, and disti |l AguaWitarne cttiinfeys,d.and t hen
The samaMenstruumhath Paracelsusn his Book de Elixire Vitee,and the Author of the

Appendix othe third Volume oTheatrum ChymicumlheseMenstruumdiffer not from the

aforesaid made ofal Armoniack,but only in preparationin those the whole Earth of the

Philosophical Wineis by its own Spirit reduced into a liquid substance, with which is



performed the same Work, but after another manner: Hitherto ought to be referred the
Menstruumof Guido,made thus:

36.  TheCirculatum minuf Guido.
In Thesauro Chymicatrico.

Take of the Spirit of Rhilosophica) Wine one pound, of the Salt ofhe samg Wine four
ounces, mix, the Joynts being well luted, distil through an Alembick in Balneo, pour back the
distillation, and cohobate four times, and it will be prepared. Luo#lgluceth hisSal
Armoniacks with some difficulty into a liquid substance: bGuido distils the Salt of
Philosophical Winéoy four cohobations into the sarivenstruum:the cause of abbreviation
is to be sought in the preparation of that Salt, which is-fold, common or secret; of the
common, saitiGuidothus The ardent Spirit of Winebeig di st i |l 1 6d, draw of
the matter remains in the substance of the thinner sort of Honey, which will in a cold Cellar
yield Cristals like Nitre, which are called the Salt of Wine, which take out and keep; the
remainder evaporate a little wdy and take more, et©f the secret way of making this Salt,
saith Guido also, pag. 8. Thes. Take of the Salt of Wine, and Spirit of Wine, of each four
ounces, digest the space of eight or ten days, draw off gently in Balneo, and the Phlegm only
will ascend, and you will have six ounces of the Salt of Wine, to which Salt add again an
equal quantity of its Spirit, and digest again ten days, and draw off the Phlegm, pour new
Spirit to the remaining Salt, and proceed as above, and thus may you incre8sdt thfe
Wine as you pleas@&his latter way of making the Salt of Wine, is not only the multiplication,
and addition as well of the quantity, as quality of it, but moreover is also the volatilization of
it: It is no wonder therefore, that the Salt, whosdf part was Spirit oPhilosophical Wine,
should so easily ascend with the same Spiri:t
aridity of the Salt of Wine too much, with too great an addition of Unctuosity, and instead of a
Menstruumof this Kind, make a weaker of the second Kind.

What has been declared of Vegetabenstruumsis also to be understood of animal
Menstruumsfor an Example we will instance.

37. The animal Heaven d¥arisinus
In Apertorio.

Take the Urine of Children, between eightlawelve Years of Age, of good disposition and
health, get that which is good, and a good quantity, and put it in many Glass Vessels, which
you must not fill above two thirds, that it may the better circulate: To every ten measures of
Urine mix of our C(Philosophical Aqua ardepsalf a measure, which must be without any
Phlegm, the Vessels being very well sealed with Wax, let them putrefy fifteen days, and then
you will find the matter black, and separated from its Terrestreity: And you must know, the
longer it remains in putrefaction, the more perfect will be the work, every five days the Dung
must be changed: then pour it out into the Vessel, which we described in the Vegetable Work,
and the Joynts being well luted, distil till you see the sign, wwiglspoke of irChap. B.but

for a more certain sign, distil only two parts, then take away the Receiver, and put another to,
continuing the distillation, till it remains like Syrup or melted Pitch, then take these two parts
reserved, and distil by the sarBalneo, receiving three parts of four, the remaining fourth
cast away, but distil half of these three, and again distil three parts of four parts of this half,
which distil twice by themselves, and thus
we etract Acetum acerrimunout of its own Earth: Take therefore this Earth, being in the
form of Syrup, to which pour the FloweBirit) the height of three Fingers, cover the Vessel
with a blind Head, and | ut e t heiondttoeg natugal wi t h



Days, and shake the matter in the luted Vessel now and then, as is convenient, that the saline
parts may the better be dissol vadod; t hen t ak
Alembick, but have a care in this changing, lest thepsteams of the Salts offend your Eyes:

then distil gently in Ashes, and when you have by such a heat extracted all the Water, increase

the Fire, that the Oyl or Soul of it may as:«
one part will be sublimedhe other part will stick to the superficies of the Earth in the form of
a white powder, |l et the Vessel cool, gather

make the Vessel very close, because it contains the animated FBpiat) (hen t&e out the

dry Earth remaining, reduce it into powder upon a Porphyry Stone, pour to it the Fbower (
Spirit) the breadth of three Fingers, putrefy three days, distil in Ashes, increasing the Fire with
Wood as above, repeat the Magistery, till the Eathains of an Ash Colour, then calcine it

in a Reverberatory, as we taught you in the Mineral WorlkGhap. 2And so you will have

the animal Earth prepared, abounding with so great Virtue, as not to be expressed. O absolute
power! upon which all other paws depend, into what thing hast thou infused such Virtue?

No Man will comprehend so great a secret, none will believe, unless he himself hath seen by
Experience, as we have seen. Take the animated Flower, rectify it three times in Ashes,
always casting aawy the Earths,Terrestrial Faecesthen distil in Balneo three parts from

four, the remainder throw away, this repeat yet once, then distil the whole, so will you have
the animated Flower rectifyed. Take now a large Vess€ucurbi) and put in the redired

Flower, stop the Mouth of the Vessel with Cotton, put on an Alembick with a Receiver, and
with a gentle heat of Ashes all or the greatest part will be sublimed in the Form of a most
precious Salt, with whichif(you will) you may acuate our C, whichein you must circulate
according to th&€hap. D.D. wherewith you may perfect all your operations (which we taught

in the precedent Chapters) which you will sooner compleat byMhbisstruum But if you

desire the animal Sulphur of Nature, it is neces$aryou to sublime presently after you
have rectifydod the desired Flower, namely, b
order which we declared in the Vegetable Work, that is, with an eighth, seventh, sixth, fifth,
and fourth part, sublime angse to do as in the Vegetable Work, to wit, by acuating the
animated Flower with its animal Sulphur sublimed, circulating, and doing all things as in the
Vegetable Work. Now Son! you see how | love you, having repeated such things over and
over, and with sch pains, lest you should have occasion to complain of me, and that you
should be expert in every thing, in which | perswaded my self you might err; therefore have
we in this Chapter repeated and described that, which no Philosopher ever did in his great
Volume, and | may easily believe, that no Philosopher has presumed to describe so long and
ample a practice, as this of ours; all which proceeds from my paternal affection towards you,
by which | would oblige you unldtéoranytodeebutp ai n
rather burn it, as soon as you have reducod
us: My farther advice is, That you would strenuously endeavour to live according to the
triumphant Gospel of Grace and Peace: reject andddail Societies and Actions, as we

have often admonished you; but if you do otherwise, you will not please him, who is the
Donor of this Famous Knowledge, of every good Thing, and Grace it self.

From the Receipts we Note.

1. That those things which wereted in the fifth precedent Kind, may hitherto also be
referred, theMenstruumsof this Kind differing only in matter from the antecedent, these were
made ofPhilosophical Winenly, those of the fixed Salts of divers things, but as to the way of
subliming,or the way of making Vegetalfal Armoniacksthey both agree in all things.

2. That theseSal Armoniacksare called Sulphurs of Nature. In the preparation of
Philosophical Winghere is an Earth found, which is call&lilphug existent in the Vegetable



Mercury, coagulating its own Mercury; for the sake of which Earth, they called every other
exanimated and fixed EartlSulphur but the animated SpiritHssence, Tincture, ejcthey
termed Mercury, to be coagulated by this Sulphur, but both of them beiagetethto one
Body, and subl i med, t hoemoredpded, byublimédil phur of N

3. These Salts are call déd Sul phurs of Nat ur
Nature, that is, of every Aciffire, saith Ripley differs many ways; foone is a natural Fire,
another unnatural, another elemental, and anaibrera naturam:Natural Fire is that which
proceeds from the Influence of the Sun, Moon, and Stars, from which are produced the Spirits
of burning Waters, the essential vapours of éfals, as also the Natural Virtues of living
things; the unnatural is an occasional Fire, which is called a moist Fire, made artificially by
Philosophers: it is also called a Fire of the first degree, which is for the meer temperance of
heat called BalnedStove or Dunghill; in this Fire is made the Putrefaction of our Stone:
elemental Fire is that which fixeth calcines, and burneth, and is nourished by things
combustible; Fire against (or contrary to) Nature, dissolves violently, breaks, kills, and
destrog the governing power of the Form of the Stone: for it dissolves the Stone into the
Water of a Cloud with the destruction of the specifick Form: but it is termed Fire contrary to
Nature, because the operation of it is contrary to all natural operatioRsyasondasserts:
for all things that Nature hath made, this Fire destroys, and brings to Corruption, unless the
Fire of Nature be added to it, eMed. Phil. pag. 135Wherefore also there are four Fires in
our art, namely, the Natural, which is theendruum Sericonisthe unnatural, that is, Horse
Dung, or Vindemia and the like: the elementaliz. maintained by Wood and other
combustible things; and the Fire contrary to Nature, that is, all corrosive Waters, made of
Vitriol, Salt, and such like thing/iatic. pag. 342. but of these in another place, namely, the
fifth Book.

4. That these Salts are to be used presently after the sublimation of them.

5. That PhilosophicalAqua Vite t hough never better rectif
certain superfluous msiure, which it expells, either by being circulated by it self, as in the
preparation ofL u | IHga@es, or imbibed in things fixed, as in the ways of making the said
Salts.

6. That aMenstruummade ofL u | IHgages, with the Essence or OylRifilosophical
Wine, is no stronger than the rest, as to the preparation oSdleArmoniack though it may
be sooner made with this Oyl, than simplgua ardensbut as theSal Armoniackalready
made is mixed, and again circulated not with the thin Philosophical Watényith the Oyl
or Aqua Viteecirculated.

7. That the divers ways of subliming these Salts so most clearly discover to us as well the
Nature of that Spirit of Wine, as of the8#éenstruums and moreover commends the
incomparable Experience btilly in these ltings.

8. AnimalMenstruums t hodé extracted out of the Urin
nevertheless not properly so called, so long as the matter of that Sgthilosophical Wine
was Vegetable, and only acuated with an animal thing: yea the very &piitilosophical
Wine made also out of the animal Kingdom, as also acuated, would notwithstanding differ not
from the simple Vegetablelenstruumsin the properties of dissolving, because it would
together with the said simple VegetaMenstruumsvery meh vary from the tinging faculty
of the compounded Vegetaltenstruumsfrom which it ought to be distinguished; whereas
otherwise it might be ranked among the Vegetb#astruums

The Seventh KIND.
VegetabléeMenstruumsompounded of the aforesaid Simplenstruums



38.  TheCirculatum majuf Guido.
Pag. 4. Thesauri. Chym.

Take of the Spirit of Rhilosophica) Wine six Ounces, of the Salt ofhe samgWine four
Ounces, the Vessel being well stoppod, di st
Salt of Wine, and again distil, and this ought to be done twelve times: then distil for a Month
in Balneo rorido Putrefaction being done, take out the matter and distil in a Cucurbit, with an
Alembick of two Heads or Beaks, in Balneo, and the Spirit oféMuill ascend through the
upper Beak into its Receiver, but the Phlegm through the lower into its Vessel: Take out the
Salt of Wine, pour one half of the Spirit of Wine to it, and distil with a Retort into the other
part of the Wine, distil yet once updmetremainder, and all the Salt will ascend into a strong
Menstruum But if you desire a weaker, add sitlfer) Ounces of the Spirit of Wine, and if

you would have it very weak, pour to it a greater quantity of Spirit, but according to the
aforesaid weightt is made our great Vegetalenstruum or Circulatum majus

Annotations

Hitherto of Simple Vegetabléenstruums now follow those which are said to be
compounded, not as if they are compounded of more Ingredients, but because they are
stronger tharthe Simple, as well in their qualities of dissolving, as tinging: Meastruums
of this Kind differ not from the former in matter, nor in the method of preparing, but in weight
only; for the more aridity you add to the unctuous SpiriPbilosophical Wie, the stronger
are theMenstruumamade.Guido made his les€irculatumof one part of the Salt of Wine,
and four parts of the Spirit of Wine; but the grea®rculatumhe makes of two parts of the
Salt of Wine, and three parts of the Spirit of Wine. §heater quantity of the Salt, the
stronger is theCirculatum The lessCirculatumsdo extract the Essences, or Tinctures of
things, but the greate€irculatumsdo dissolve the whole Body into a Magistery, as will
appear in the second Book.

VegetableMenstuumscompounded are made also, if the simple Vegetdblestruumse
taken instead of the Spirit Bhilosophical Winein the Descriptions of them all; as thus:

39. TheMenstruum acuturof Guido
Pag. 8. Thesauri Chym.

Take of the Vegetabl&lenstruum(Circulatum minus, described in Numb. B6ne Pound, of
Sal Armoniack(commof twelve Ounces, distil by a Retort first with a weak Fire, then a
stronger, and th&al Armoniackwill in part ascend, pour it back, and distil yet once: then
again add twelve Ounced$ new Sal Armoniack distil strongly in Ashes, pour back, and
cohobate yet twice, and you will have our addenstruum

Sal Armoniackreduced into a liquid substance by the SpiritPdiilosophical Winejs a
Menstruumof the fourth Kind, but the same Sali st i | | Gidulatum mihuotGaigo,
is made not a simple, but compouvidnstruumand the better for adding so great a quantity
of new Sal Armoniack. Parisinugn the third Kind ofMenstruumsacuates the Spirit of
Philosophical Winawith crude Hbney, by which way it is made a simplenstruumof that
Kind, but if mixed with its fixed Salt, and distilled through an Alembick, 'tis made a compound
Menstruum.

40. TheC1i1 | u m ahRarisings
In Apertorio.



Take B, t hat i s, r e aw how, pueit irpai@Glass Gugudbid, with #ss y o u
Alembick, and Receiver well luted, and set it in Balneo, wherein must be so much Water, as
to swim two Fingers above the sdidnaria, and distil gently, and forthwith you will see
Veins appear in the Alembiclcontinue the distillation so long as they appear, and these
Veins will be like Tears clear as Cristal, and when DeBtilegn) comes, which kills the
Spirit, the said Veins or Tears will cease, and appear round as Pearls: then take away the
Receiver, stojit, that the Spirit may not evaporate, and set it in a cold place, and so have you
separated the Soubpirit)y of 1 t, thod it contains a |ittle
the distillation the Receiver being now changeill all the odorifeous Phlegm is ascended,
and the matter remains like melted pitch, black and thick, which observe not to dry overmuch,
but according to the said Signs only: And thus will you have two ferments from our B. beware
of revealing to any one this Practice, whigh communicate to you under the peril of your
Soul, for you would be the cause of much Evil in this World, to be committed by the Sons of
Iniquity: put it therefore into the hands of Almighty God, who knows the Will of those that
live according to his Wi] and the triumphant Gospel, for the Glory of which you have
extracted the Form out of B, and the same way you may extract from all Individuals Animal
and VegetableCap. Secundum signification, per C.

Take the SoulJpirit) of it reserved in the cold pia, and distil half of it in Balneo, or till
the precious Veins cease from ascending, rectify yet twice, observing the same Rules, but the
third and fourth time, so soon as the Veins appear, leave off distilling, and try whether it will
burn a linnen Clothif not, repeat the distillation till it doth: then cohobate by it self four or
six times in Balneo: And thus have you acquired a way fit for the rectifying of the said Matter
or Soul, Spirit) which is of so great Virtue, as not to be expressed by anguky or the
Secrets, which the Eternal God hath vouchsafed to it, recited; as when we Wengatthat
Famous city, we both saw some Experiments of it; and so keep it well in a cold@égce.
tertium significatum per D.DHaving declared the metharf rectifying and separating our
ardent Spirit from its Death, depraving its Virtue and Power: you must now know, that it is
not able to dissolve the two Luminaries, and reduce them into action, except it be first
acuated, as | shall tell you: Though threparation is to be taught in genemalCap. F.yet to
prevent the | oss of time, so soon as you hayv
first Flower, | had rather have you forthwith put it into Practice, which we have in this
Chapter sigified by these two Letters, D.hereof one denotes the acuition of it, the other
its Royal Acuator, that is, Salt extracted out of Honey, by the way which we have oftentimes
shewed you, that is, with its most precious WatémHHoney, or theMenstruumdescribed in
the third Kind, Numb. 1) and though this Water be good enough, yet this Water, being
acuated with its most precious Salt, of which you will be more certain, will recompence your
Labour, and abundantly sustain you, till you attain to the dngoor Labour, the great
Medicine. Now to the purpose, Take white Honey of young Bees, put it in Putrefaction in
large Cucurbits, with their Alembicks in Balneo, and make it boyl continually for an Hour, the
rest of the time let it remain in a temperatath@nd this do for the space of fifteen Natural
Days, then pour to the matter so much of C, as to swim the breadth of four Fingers above it,
covering the Vessels with the blind Heads, and putting them in Putrefaction three Natural
Days; then put on the Ambicks with their Receivers, and the Joynts being well luted, distil
in Balneo, and when seven parts of eight are distilled, or (which is a more certain sign) when
you see round tears or drops ascend, Yyay asi
evaporat e, |l ay aside the Receivers cl ose stoc
cool place, for the acuition of the matter; then continue the distillations in the same degree of
heat, till nothing more ascends; but if necessity requiresateayrFire, have a care of making
it too strong, and when nothing will ascend by the said Rule, take away also these Receivers,
and keep them, because they contain the second Water or Phlegm for the extraction of the



most precious Salt: Now put your matierAshes, and distil with a heat of the third degree,

the Oyl being distilled, suffer the matter to cool, which being pulverized, reverberate in an
Earthen Dish in a Reverberatory for eight De
when you fnd it of an Ash Colour: then pour of the reserved Phlegm to it so much as to cover
it the breadth of two Fingers; the Vessel being covered with a blind Head, keep it in Balneo
two or three Days, decant the Liquor, and pouring on new Phlegm, repeattsioyoft, have
extracted all the Salt, which will exceed Snow in whiteness: And this is that Salt, wherewith
we acuate our simple Cthé ardent Spirit for aMenstruumof the Fifth Kind this is that

which gives the beginning of Vegetation to both the Lwaries, reducing them into the
Nature of a Quintessence: And with the same may you also acuate, and augment its own
Water of Honey, orMenstruumof the Third Kind which hath the power of Vegetating all
Minerals. With this alone, will you support your seif your necessity, so as to be in duty
bound, my Son! to give thanks to the absolute power: Be careful not to disclose so great a
secr et to any Man; for we have now decl ared
thing more. Now take your decantats, which you drew off in Balneo, that the Salt may
remain most white, which you must dissolve, filtre, and congeal three times, and it will be fit
for all your operations. Now let us descend to the practice of acuition. Take of the Salt
aforesaid one mce, to which being well pulverized, pour four parts of C, that is, the first
Spirit (ardent, but because Menstruumof the fifth, and not of this Kind, would be made by

this Spirit, therefore is C, being acuated with Honey, or the mellifluous HeaRemisihus,a
Menstruumof the third Kind to be takgnn a blind Head, and the Joynts well luted, putrify

the space of two Natural Days, then put on an Alembick with a Receiver, and distil in Ashes:
distillation being ended, take a pound of the Salt remgim the Retort, and add to it four
times the quantity of C, putrifying, and distilling in Ashes as before, and the Magistery so
often repeat, till all the Salt ascends together with its Celestial Spirit, or C, and by this way
may you acuate and multipgs you please: but remember that one part of Salt requires four
partsof C,i n t hi s pl ace, tHRaesinG.) Andyou mustlkdow, 1 tellwyaum o f
no fabulous Stories, but very distinctly declare to you the order of true Practice, yet with this
Proviso, That when first you have brought it into action, you would altogether conceal it,
considering with how great obscurity the ancient Philosophers delivered theirs, which
notwithstanding they had not done, but to restrain the ignorant from beirsgramant, for

the same reason also do we desire, that, as we have more than often admonished you, you
would keep secret, and in convenient time and place work for your self, and the poor of Jesus
Christ.Cap. quartum significatum per B/e ought to returmfinite thanks to the goodness of

the Eternal God, in teaching us so bountifully the way of preparing our Heaven, and making
us partakers of so admirable and inestimable a favour. Certain it is, when | had compleated
this most secret Science, and seerl temsmutation the first time, | was in a manner
astonished, and often lifting up my Eyes to Heaven, fell prostrate upon the Earth, giving
thanks to Almighty God. Now to the purpose: Take a large Glass of such a size, as | shewed
you one aMurarium, into which put two or three pounds of tidenstruum stop it well, and
circulate in Balneo or HorsBung, but have a care lest in changing the Dung you impede the
circulation, and so let it circulate the space of forty Natural Days, and then you will find you
matter clear as Cristal, with a Sediment in the bottom like Silk, which decant warily into
another Glass, keep it very close in Balneo, and you will have a Simple Vegetable
Menstruum (if made of the ardent Spirit, and Salt of Honey, but a compounepaped with

the CT | um me loflParisihusandrSalt of Hondyour Heaven is in Virtue beyond
expression, herewith do we truly calcine and dissolve the Luminaries, with the preservation of
their radical moisture. This is that which will reduce impertectvell as perfect Metals from
power into action. And though | may seem not to have delineated to you the Form of the
Glass, yet | know, and do remember, that | left some of them at your House, and many other



of our Cucurbits, which are every one goodv&m your self according to your discretion,
we having sufficiently manifested to you the way of Truth in this Chapter.

From the Receipts we observe.

1. That theMenstruumsof this seventh Kind differ from the former simplenstruums
not in matters, nom ways of making, but in the weights and use of the Ingredients.

2. That theseVienstruumginge not their dissolution, which is the property of compound
MenstruumsEvery Vegetable Mercury contains indeed its own tinging Sulphur in its Bowels,
sufficient bothor it self and others, as will be demonstrated in the third Book, but especially
in the fifth, nevertheless we affirm, that every SpirPloifosophical Winevants Tincture, as
being not acuated with things more tinging.

The Eighth KIND.

VegetableMenstruumscompounded of Simple Vegetablenstruumsand
commonArgent Vive or other Metals.

41. Thel gni s GEThsenosimisnade of the Spirit dPhilosophical Wingand
Mercury Sublimed.
Pag. 7. Aurei Velleris Germ.

Take of Alum calcined, Nitre, of eldwo parts, of Salt decrepitated, one part, mix, take of
this mixture and Mercury sublimed, of each one pound, sublime by the Law of Art, mix the
sublimation with new mixture of Salts, and sublime, and that repeat three times: To this
Mercury thus sublime and pulverized pour the Spirit d?l{ilosophica) Wine and draw it off

in Balneo to an oleity, cohobate sometimes, and the fourth time will ascend the Mercury
together with the Spirit of Wine, rectify the distillation till it leaves no Feeces, and bhevd

Water burning like HelFire: This Water rectify again in Ashes, till it ascends without leaving
any Sediment; lastly, distil through a Paper seven times double in Balneo, and you will have a
Water truly Spiritual, which keep in a Vessel close séapfy reason it is very Volatile.

Annotations.

The Kind immediately antecedent is indeed computed in the number of the greater
Circulatums or VegetableMenstruumscompounded, because tMenstruumsof that Kind

do in the power of dissolving excell thiner SimpleMenstruumsbut not in Tincture, which

that as well as those do want; but we will now offer those which shall be better; they will not
only dissolve, but in dissolving moreover tinge the things dissolving in them, and so make
them better; thewill not only extract the Essences of things, but transmute whole Bodies into
Magisteries: Amongst these, the Vegetable Mercurial Waters, made of cokngeon vive

and simple Vegetablelenstruumshave priority; for many of thé&deptsbeing so taught by
Experience, have called commAmgent vivethe open Metal, for it is sooner dissolved than

the other Metals, and does by its aridity more temper the unctuosity of the Spirit of
Philosophical Wing than the individuals hitherto used in the antecedent Kiofls
Menstruums As concerning this matter, hear the Philosophers, and above the rest the great
ParacelsusPrince, without question, of all th&depts who saith,If you intend to convert
Metals into a Magistery, and tinge the whole Body altogether intésaence, you must take

the chief andpen Metalto which all the rest have affinity in Nature, and putrify it in its own
Matri x, which is situated i n Wa(@Paacelsuschisd i

S



Circulatum minusmade of common Salpurge it from superfluities, and reduce it into its
liquid first being, that is, the Metallichkcetum acerrimunthe primum Ensof Mercury. Lib.

10. Arch. Cap. 3. pag. 3As a temperate Essenffee goes onis drawn out of Herbs (as out

of a Vine, for exampleby which very Essence, the like Essence may be extracted out of all
sorts of Herbs and Roots, so, as that the Mercury of Wine shews not its own Nature, but the
Nature of that with which it is essentiated; for the like reason out of Metals and Mineeals, t
like Mercury or Spirit is extracted out of tlepenand middleMetal Mercury. Lib. 10. Arch.

pag. 39. Mercury vives the Mother of all the seven Metals, and ought deservedly to be called
the Mother of Metals, for it is anpen Metal. Libro de rebus natlibus, pag. 87Wherefore

call to mind those things which have been said before of half perfect Natural Things, among
which Mercury viveis one, which is not brought into compaction, but left in liquidity: Besides
you must know, that every generatedhthiwhich isopen, as Argent vivas like an open
House, into which every Man that will may enter, for so IMercury open, that every
Physitian may take what he will from it, but it is not so with Gold, Silver, Tin, etc. for that
Gate is shut by coagulan, till opened, dissolved, and reduced into the first matter by Art,
which Metals have indeed many impediments, such as are Mwrgury, for it is open and

wants nothing but the direction of preparatidract. 2. lib. 2. de morbis metallicis. 723.

Basilius agrees withParacelsussaying In the beginning of Generation the first of all is
Argent vive beingopen and loosely coagulated, because it hath little Salt communicated to it,
and therefore is more Spiritual than Corporeal: the rest of theldMeang derived from its
Essence, have more Salt, and therefore are made more Corpdrede rebus natural&
supernat. Cap. 2.

Chortalasseeusffirms the same sayingrgent vivas of divers Colours, white, skyish, ash,
blackish, one slow, another 8ty yet in it self anopen Metal, and hath a Body easily
transmutableCap. pag. 359. Volum. sexti Theat. Chym.

In searching for Sulphur, despair negjth Sendivogioys | t el |l you by all
in Gold and Silver most perfect, butArgert vive most easyPag. 213. lib. de Sulphur@®f
the antient Philosophers | will adédrnold, who in Lib. 1. Cap. 7. Rosarii, saitirhe
Medicine is as well in Metallick Bodies, as alsoArgent vive as to Nature, because they are
found to be of one Natar but indeed in these Bodies harder, inAlngent vivenearer, but
not more perfectly. IPArgent vivealone it is found more easily and more nearly, not more
perfectly, it being the Father of both those Luminaries, and all things fusible, for they are al
derived from it, and therefore are they al/l
Nature more amicably, and rejoyceth with it more, than with that which is Heterogeneous. For
in it is the facility of extracting that subtil substance.

Among he Metals there is none that sooner mixeth with the Spifthdbsophical Wine,
and is more easily altered, thakrgent vive,wherefore theAdeptsesteemed it as an open
Metal; all other Metals and Mineral Bodies are with very great difficulty dissobsedhe
Spirit of Philosophical Wineput being once counited with this Spirit, they are as well as
Mercury, converted into a third substance, never to be divided into their constitutives, that is,
Metal and Spirit; This open Metal they made more open sm@etby the acidity of Salts; so
Trismosinusdid sometimes sublime common Mercury for his Hell Fire: yet principal care
must be taken, that sudfienstruumsas these made of Mercury sublimate, be by being
dul ci fydd with | onger repgesite mohabations, freed fyom allithec u | a
acidity of the Salts; but this operation being full of danger, yea contrary to the Rule of
VegetableMenstruums which excludes every Acid whatsoever, we have therefore thought
good to advise young Beginners to usede Mercury, as safer than sublimate. Instead of
these we will therefore commend Menstruumanade of crudérgent vive.



42.  The Alchymical Mercury oRipley.
In Concord. Raym. & Guidon.

Take of crude Mercury well purged one Ounce, of our Flenyar, or former Vegetable Salt
reservedif the Fifth Kind in Numb. 2Bthree Ounces, grind both together very fine upon a
Marble, till they be incorporated, then put the matter in a warm Balneo, and let it be all
di ssolvdéd into a kiupoda Rodnd af trude Merciy, anld let it peual 1 t
dissolved into the like Milk, and thus doinfinitum. This Mercury being dissolved putrify in
Balneo, then distil in Ashes first with a gentle Fire, and an insipid Water will ascend, which
must be thrownaay: then the Fire being more increased, another Water will ascend more
thick, which Water indeed dissolves all Bodies, putrifies, cleanseth and fixeth them, at the end
with a more vehement Fire will an Oyl ascend of a Golden Colour, which must be pideserve
for the dissolving of the red Ferment, and for the multiplying of the red Elixir, for it is our
peculiar Gold, not yet fixed by Nature.

Elsewhere instead of Tartar firdthat is, the Spirit oPhilosophical Winalryed in the Salt
of Tartar,or VegetableSal Armoniackmade of the Salt afartar,but not yet sublimgdRipley
sometimes used some simple Vegetslgestruumwith which he made the exalted Water of
Mercury, as followeth.

43.  The exalted Water d¥lercuryof Ripley.
Cap. 12. Philorcii.

Take Nigrum nigrius nigro, and distil anAqua ardensand fortify it with Pepper, Squilla,
Pyrethrum, Euphorbium, Solatrum, Anacargdgsains ofParadise, Staphiagria, and the like

in acuity: but this is a great secret. Take the Water of the fifth fortificatiahdastil, pour it

upon Mercury so, as to swim two or three Fingers above it, stop the Vessel to prevent
exhaling, put the Mercury in Balneo to dissolve for a Month, that which is dissolved of it
empty into another Vessel, and keep: pour new Water upoleheury not dissolved, and
proceed as before, thus continuing, till you have one Pound of Mercury dissolved: Then put
the dissolution together in Balneo the space of fifteen Days, and after that distil, and that
which ascends keep apart in a Vessel, nogs$pire, and upon the remaining Faeces pour new
Water, and proceed by Balneo as above, and this Work continue, till all the Mercury is
exalted: But this is not the Work of idle and sloathful Men. Now this Water thus exalted is by
t he Phil os o mang Nasnescfar lit idacdVirgnig, Aqua roris Maii, and Aqua
Mercurii.

Nigrum nigrius nigro,and Philosophical winewe have proved before Hyully to be
Synonimous: the fortification or acuition of that Water or Spirit, with Pepper, Squilla, etc. we
taght i n the second Kind. Mercury, though an
in the aforesaidMenstruumof the second Kind, but the stronger the simple Vegetable
Menstruumsare, the sooner also is it dissolved; an Example you will have ifotloeving
Glorious Water ofLully, where Mercury is in the space of six days dissolved irCthel u m
Vinosumof Lully, by aMenstruumof the sixth Kind.

44.  The Glorious Water of\rgent viveof Lully.
In Testamento Novissimo.

Take of commorArgent viveone Paind, put it in a Glass Vessel, and pour upon it of the
VegetableMenstruum(above described in the Sixth Kind in Numb) 80 much, as to swim
four Fingers above it, set it in Balneo or Dung six Days, and it will be dissolved into a
Glorious Water, elevatine Menstruungently by Balneo, and at the bottom of the Vessel will



remain the Light of Pearls, and Soul of Metals: This we meant in the Chapter which begins:
Oportet nos cum eo incipere, & cum eo finifden take of this Glorious Water éfrgent
vive one Pound, and mix it with two Pounds of the Vegetddnstruum c 1 | idfi cat ec
Cilum Vi nosum) and inwilNl bebome d® Water, with which you will
dissolve all Bodies, as well perfect as imperfect, for the Production of our Sulphur.

The sane way almost he prepares that which he calls the incalciNeastruum

45.  The incalcinatedenstruunof Lully.
In Experim. 34.

Take common Mercury, brought out$paini n  Ski ns SparshSea, towrevertt a
Sophistication, force it through ang Skin, then take the Mercurial Water, extracted from
Mercury by the Magistery, as we taught you in the Experiment of three Vessels, as you know,
and so dissolve the Mercury; being all dissolved, draw the Water from it by Balneo, and in the
bottom of theVessel will the Mercury remain in the Form of an Oyl: This therefore we will
use to be inceratecifculated rathey i nt o our Heav ®enstroumTakarr c 1 |
therefore four P oMenstuwm(tbef Vegethbée Heaveh dekcribedie th d
Fifth Kind in Numb. 13.and one Pound of the aforesaid Mercury reduced into Oyl, and joyn
them together, then will you have at length the incalcinktedstruum with which you will
dissolve the two Luminaries, preserving their Form, and not only pregeit, but also
propagating it innfinitum.

The Receipt of thidMenstruumis plain, yet must we declare what he means by the
Mercurial Water extracted by the Magistery of three Vessels, the Description of which
Menstruumwe read thus

46. The Mercurial Wagr by three Vessels ailly.
In Experim. 12.

TakeSpanishMercury, which is brought in Bladders with the SeaBphin that it may not be
adulterated; sublime it thus: Take Vitriol dryed from all Phlegm, and common Salt prepared,
and decrepitated, onfist burnéd in Fire; joyn the Mercur
then sublime in a Vessel, at first with a gentle Fire, then increase the Fire, till it be perfectly
sublimed: the Vessel being cold, gather the sublimation carefully, and beware faftés,

being Venomous, imbibe the sublimation carefully, and beware of the fumes, being
Venomous, imbibe the sublimation very well with the Oyl of Tanar @eliquium and quick

Lime, then put the matter into a Retort, and administer Fird/¢itcuryviveis gone over into

the Receiver; sublime again as before, with the same new Matters, then as before vivity by a
Retort, thus repeat the Magistery four times: Then take this Mercury thus prepared, and make
it boyl with (Philosophica)l A g u a , Béingdryed, press it through a Goats Skin: Then take
this Mercury, and put it in Vesseltfee Aludell¥ which must be firmly and strongly joyned
together, and covered on all sides with stréutgm sapientgethen prepare a Furnace, in
which these Vessels mdye fitly placed, so as that they may all have equal heat; but the
Receiver must by no means feel the Fire, so also the Beak of the first Vessel, through which
the Mercury is to pass, must be out of the Furnace: Then give fire to the said Vessels, so as to
be red hot, both within and without, then put in the Mercury through the Pipe on the outside
of the Furnace, and presently stop the Mouth of the Pipe with Cotton; and by the sharpness of
the Fire, part of the Mercury will in a short time distil into thec&®eer; but one part in the
likeness of Water; separate the Water from the Mercury, and keep it, but that which remains
quick, cast again into the said Vessel as before, so oft, till it be through the sharpness of the
Fire all converted into Water, emptyet Receiver every time into another Vessel, and keep it



wel | stoppo6d: Then take of t his Watfest four
Experiment(Salt of Tartarimpregnated with the Spirit d?hilosophical Wine) one Ounce,
make it go over togethevith the said Salt, distilling that Water in Ashes with a most gentle
heat at first then in the end increasing the Fire, till more will not distil: Then take new Salt, or
Oyl of the samdirst Experimentand joyn it with that Water a little before dikd, and make
it go over again; distilling by Ashes as before; but this Magistery you must repeat five times,
mixing one Ounce of the said Salt or Oyl of finst Experimenevery time with three Ounces
of the said Water, distilling as before in Ashesthwthe same degree of Fire, and the same
weight as before, as well of the Water, as of the Salt or Oyl: And by this means will you by
the help of God, have a Mineral and Vegetable Water united together, which hath the power
of dissolving Mercury, and all Btals, especially the two Luminaries: For the multiplication
of this Water you must proceed thus; Take one Ounce of Mercury purged, and five Ounces of
the said sharp Watendw preparell joyn these two together in a small Cucurbit, lute it well,
then will the Mercury be forthwith dissolve, which dissolution put in a little Urinal, with an
Alembick and Receiver, the Joynts well luted distilling in Ashes, and it will all come over into
a Water, some Terrestreity of no moment being left in the bottom of tegeVehen may
you this way multiply the said Water as much as you wiil, by taking five parts of it, and
one of Mercury purged, dissolving first, and distilling through an Alembick as before.

He revivifies Mercury sublimate, to be purged after thernomway, by the Oyl of Tartar,
and quick Lime; being now purged, be digests iAqua Vit that is, Philosophical; for
common Spirit of Wine would be here of no effect, wherein this digested with Philosophical
Aqua Vitee, much of the permanent unctuosisficks to theArgent vive, altering it
exceedingly; then he puts it into divers Aludels, joyned together, and to the Receiver, and
made red hot, in order to be converted into a Mercurial Water: The way of distilling by
Vessels red hot, | find in many place®o have been much in use among Agepts, but
whether they contrived this way for the abbreviating, or more exquisite way of operating, or
for what other cause, | know ndasilius, Lib. particularium, in particul. Soligjstils not
Mercury, but Goldoften extinguished in the Philosophigatjua Viteethrough a hot Vessel
into a red Liquor.Take of Aurum fulminans, saith h@ne part, of the Flowers of Sulphur
three parts, calcine with a gentle fire till the Sulphur be consumed, the red hot matter
extinguish in the Spirit of Wine, acuated with some drops of the Spirit of Tatter (
VegetableMenstruummade of the Salt of Tartadecant the Spirit, and the powder dry at the
Fire, to which being dryed, add again three parts of the Flowers of Sulphunecaluil
qguench as before: This Work repeat six times, that the powder of the Gold may be made like
Butter, soft and fat, which must be carefully dryed, because it melts with a little Fire, this
powder being a little heated put into a Retort with a Pipe,raade red hot, and the Pipe
being presently stoppodd, di stil the red dr o)
the Receiver.

If the Gold being divers times extinguished in the Spiftlofosophical Wines made soft
and fat, why might not thibe also done in common Mercury, digested according to the
Receipt, in the same Spirit of Wine? But suppasyy pr oposéd it only to h
Argent viveinto a common acid Liquor, yet does he out of this, with the addition of the Salt of
Tartar of the first Experiment, make a Vegetablenstruumof the Fifth Kind, with which he
dissolves commoArgent vive,and reduceth it into a Mercurial Water: then he dissolves
common Mercury by this Mercurial Water, and draws it off so, as to remain Fotine of an
Oyl; which Oyl of Mercury being dissolved in the Vegetable Heaven, he circulates, and being
circulated, calls it the incalcinatetMenstruum.If instead of the Oyl of Mercury you take
crude Mercury reduced into the true first matter of Mercurgd acuate the Vegetable
Heaven with this MercuriaBal Armoniack,you will make the same, yea a much better



incalcinatedMenstruum.The way of making the Sulphur of Nature of comAgent viveis
this following.

The MercurialSal Armoniackor Mercury ofthe Mercury ofLully.
In Experim. 18.

Take Mercury being twice sublimed with Vitriol and Salt, put the sublimate upon an Iron
Plate, being first very well pulverized, add to it two Ounces of Tin calcined, then set it in a
moist place, and it will be dieksed: sublime again, and lay it upon an Iron Plate as before,

and it will be all dissolved, and thus may you dissolve as much Mercury as you please: then
take this Water, and rectify it seven times in Ashes, or till it will yield no more Terrestreity,

then distil it in Balneo with an easie heat, and distil one part of ten, which is of no use, being
Phlegm, which it contracted in the moist place, then know the weight of the Water remaining

in the bottom, and to every four Ounces put one Ounce of the Veg&alb of thefirst or

second Experimentbeing both of the same strength, then distil in hot Ashes with an

Al embi ck and Receiver wel | l ut ed, which be
observing the same weight as before, of the Salt as wéllaésr, then distil again as before,

and this same way distil four times, to every distillation adding new Salt as before, and
distilling in Ashes, and so will you have a Mercurial Water fit for all Physical Operations:
Then take common Mercury, washed wifinegar and Salt, and strained through a Goats

Skin, put it in a Vessel, and if there be one Ounce of Mercury, add four Ounces of the
aforesaid Mineral Water, and having put on a blind Head in Ashes, let it boyl gently, and it

will in a short time be altlissolved, empty the dissolution into another Vessel warily, that if

any Terrestreity be left in the bottom, it may be separated from the said dissolution, as a thing

of no effect: you may this way dissolve as much Mercury as you will. Then take theaafores
Mercury dissolved, and putrify thirty Days in Balneo or hot Dung, which must be changed
every ten Days, that the heat may endur e, al
the Vessel, and putting on an Alembick to, with an Urinal and Receigikduted, distil all

the Water in Balneo, and the Mercury will remain in the Vessel white as Snow, then pour to it

so much of this Water, which you now distilled, as to be four Fingers above it; the rest of the
water keep in its Vlepgase then wating a bbnt blgag Wpdn its n  a
Vessel, and sealing the Joynts, putrify a Natural Day, then taking away the blind Head, and
putting on an Alembick with a Receiver close luted, distil in Ashes, and increase the Fire, that
the Soul may pass ovanto its distilled Water; lastly, distillation ceasing, let the Vessel cool,
takeaway the Receiver, and keep it we | | St c
animated Spirit; but to the matter remaining in the Vessel, that is, the Urinahgeiarof the

distilled Water so much as will swim four Fingers above it, and having put on a blind Head,
putrify as before, and taking away the blind Heat by turns, and putting on an Alembick with

its Receiver, wherein you kept the other part of the aeidh&pirit, the Joynts being well

luted, distil again by Ashes, and lastly increase the Fire, for the Soul to go over into the
distilled Water as before, then the Vessel being cold, keep the animated Spirit in the Receiver
as before, w e hel mattet renpipirdgdn, the dattam pouo again new Water as
before, and putrify as before, distilling in Ashes, pour the Spirit into the same Receiver, where
you kept the other: thus repeat the Magistery, till the Body remains dead, black, and void of

all maisture, which you will prove by this sign; take a little of this black Body or Earth, and

lay it upon a hot Plate, and if it fumes not, nor flyes away from Fire, then take that Earth, and
putinto a little Glas&5| obe wel | | ut ed, asednatrdvaerberbtiogiFiren we |
the space of twenty four hours; then remove that calcined Earth, and put it in hot ashes very
we l | stoppd6d to prevent the attracting of a
rectify it seven times in Ashes, which ardted and vivifyed Water divide into two parts,



whereof one we will use for the vivifying of the Earth, the other for the dissolvispland
Luna Then take one part of the said Water, and know the weight of the Earth reserved before,
grind first, put t in an Urinal, then pour upon it of the aforesaid Water a fourth part of its
weight, and joyning a blind Head to it well luted, set the Vessel in Balneo, not to touch the
Water of the Balneo, but for the matter to be heated by the vapour only, andt sertein
four days; then having taken away the blind Head, and put on an Alembick, distil in Ashes
with a gentle heat like that of the Sun, and an insipid Liquor will flow over, which cast away,
as nothing worth; then again imbibe with a fourth part & #mimated Spirit as above,
digesting as above, and distilling the Liquor by Ashes as above: This Magistery thus repeat,
till the whole Body hath rassumed its Liquor or Soul, and remains white as Snow, which
Body take out, dry, and grind; being groundt fi into a small Cucurbit, strongly luted with
lutum sapientiie and the Mouth of the Cucurbit stopp
Furnace of Ashes; but take notice, if the Fire be too violent, the matter will turn into Oyl, and
cannot be sublintg besides there will be danger of breaking the Vessel, as has happened to
us, and therefore we are willing to advise you to continue an easy heat, till the matter be
sublimed: This also observe, that this way of subliming may also be done in the Fire of a
Athanor, but then the matter will not be sublimed in less than the space of three or four days;
which sublimation will indeed be most white, as the Scales of Fish, or as Talk: Then warily
take out theMagnesia the first matter of our common Mercury, o8al Armoniack our
Sulphuy  whi ch keep in a small Cucurbit, wel | S
which remains in the bottom, and cannot be sublimed, cast away, because of no efficacy, its
precious Seed being vacuated.

Here he dissolves Mercymwith calcinedJupiterupon an Iron Plategper deliquium,with
which he cohobates the Vegetable Salt of fifrst or second ExperimentS@lt of Tartar
impregnated with the Spirit oPhilosophical Wine,or sublimed into a Vegetabl&al
Armoniack) in equal veight (yet by degregsthrough an Alembick;(instead of this
Menstruummay be taken the Vegetable Heaverfy) with this Menstruumhe dissolves
commonArgent vive, and reduceth it into a white Oyl, out of which Oyl he draws the
animated Spirit, repeatg the Work, till the Earth of the Mercury remains black, fixed, and
without fume on a hot Plate: This exanimated and reverberated Earth he revivifies, by
i mbi bing it with a fourth part of the ani mat
and volatile, which then he sublimes into a Mercui&l Armoniackthe making of which
differs not from the antecedent Descriptions of $a Armoniacksput if it be mixed with
four partsofLul IVye@et abl e Heaven, t hat iénstraumisi s c al
made from thence, and so much the stronger, as $laatArmoniackis stronger than the Oyl
of Mercury, but if this first matter of Mercury be circulated according to its time; you will
make a Menstruum deserving the Name oMercurial Heaven.Guido prepares the
incalcinatedMenstruumnot from common Mercury, but the Mercury of Met8lslor Luna.

47 . The Menstruunmof Guidofor Precious Stones
Pag. 92. Thesauri. Chym.

Take of the Vegetabl®enstruumacuated described in the Seventh Kind in Nun38 or

Numb. 39 four parts, of the Oyl of the Mercury &ol or Lunaone part mixHe elsewhere

pag. 84.describes the Oyl of the Mercury of Metals thliake of the Mercury ofol (a

Description of which we shall have lower in the third Botbkee Ponds, of the red Lyon

(Gold sublimed, of the preparation of which in its place in the Second) Beeke Ounces,

or equal weight, mix very well, put it in a cucurbit with its Alembick, lute well, and
increasing the Fire by degrees, sublime, and the Memilinascend partly quick, partly in

the form of a white or AsiCol our 6d Subl i mat e, and about th



citrine Colour, mix the quick Mercury again with the Sublimate, and again sublime, and that
so oft, till all the Mercury is subshated, which being so sublimed, put into Phials of a large
bottom, and in every one eight Ounces, to putrify in Balneo six weeks, and then six weeks in
Balneo roridg and the sublimed Mercury &ol will be resolved into a black Oyl, which
rectify throughan Alembick, first with a weak Fire, then a stronger, lastly most strong, so will
you have the Oyl of the Mercury of Sol.

But besides mercury, that open Mefdenstruumsof this Kind may be also made of the
other Metals, though more compact, an Exampltoch we have in theunar Menstruunof
Lully.

48. TheLunar Menstruunof Lully:
In Experimento 24.

Take common Mercury, and wash it with Vinegar; when the terrestreity of it is taken away,
let it run through a Goats Skin, then put it into those your \lesskwhich you had a Form
before, {(n Numb. 4% put the Mercury in those Vessels, and distil with repetition, till it turns
all into Water, as | taught you above; then take four Ounces of this Mercurial Water, and
therein dissolve one Ounce of the Ve@dtaMercury of thesecond ExperimenfSalt of
Tartar sublimed, or Vegetablgal Armoniackmade of the Salt of Tartapass it through an
Alembick together with the aforesaid Mercurial Water, then in every four Ounces of the
Water, dissolve one Ounce of Mery as before preparedhét is Vegetableputrify eight
days, then distil by Ashes, increase the Fire at last, that so it may pass into that which was
distilled, in which dissolve half an Ounce of Silver cupellated, then putrify three Days, then
distil in Ashes, and lastly increase the Fire a little, that all the clearness, or whiteness of the
Lunamay go over by an airy resolution in this distillation.

He extracts not the whole Silver, but the more Volatile part dtatled in the ways of
makingSal Armoniack,animated Spirjtby theMenstruumof three Vessels already described
in Numb. 26. with the Description of it there declared, you may explain those things which
are more obscure in the present Receipt. He sometimes joyns the animated Sy, ahd
the animated Spirit oSol together, and by circulation reduceth them into an admirable
Menstruum after this manner.

49.  TheCirculatum majusr Acetum acerrimurof Lully.
In Experimento 25.

Take the simple VegetabMenstruumof three individualsdescribed before in Numb. 26.

then takeLuna calcine it with Mercury, then take principal care to remove all the Mercury
from the calcined.una and the same way calci®&®lwith Mercury, then let all the Mercury

be taken wholly from it; these two Bodipst into Glass Dishes each by it self apart, and to
them each by it self apart pour clarifyed Honey, mixing the Calxes of the two Bodies very
well with the Honey upon Ashes so as to boyl, then take the Honey from the Calxes, by
washing them in hot distéd Water, and the Calxes will remain in the bottom of the Vessel,
then mix the Calxes with the Honey again, boyling as before, and mixing with a Spoon as
before, and thus repeat your Work three times as well in the Calbmef asSot Then take

these twdBodies being calcined and washed, and put them into a Vessel of solution severally,
and pour upon t hem Menstrduimef thé toreenmeividualstolmudhi c at e «
as will swim three Fingers above it, cover the Vessel with a blind Head, Ibgnipynts well

with wax gummed, that it may no way respire, set it in Balneo for a Natural Day, so as to boyl
gently, then for two other Days put it upon Ashes, and let it boyl gently as before, then empty
that part ofSol which was dissolved into anothéessel by it self, which solution will be of a






